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guest of the l'rince of W'ales, the upper classes have
shown what a thin v'encering of social polish conceals
the boorishness and brutality always titderlyýilng, the sys-
teni of caste. It is noteworthy that thie imtes, the organ
of British stiobibý-ry, regrets the affair only Ilbecanse after
ail Nfr. Gladstone was the gucst of the Prince of %Vales."
Shouid sone L-itiatic of the Townsend stamp succeed iii
taking the aged Prcinier's life, tiiose really responsible
for the crime will bc newspapers lîke the Tinmes and

"genienin,"sucli as the Itîpcriai Inistîtute hoodiuns.

Poets are a sensitive class, and wc always make it a
point to let thenii down easy, and neyer kick themi ont
unless in cases of absolute necessity. Sonie editors do
and it jars on -ticir finer susceptibilities. Tt is flot only
lîarsh, but tends to intensify the evil. People thus
amficted ninst wvrite sonîething, and a mani whose poctic
aspirations are tlius crnshied out witli an iron heel will
probal)ly take to writing articles on the tarifT, or lîow to,
develop the industries of TForonto, as compared with
wliich poctry is but a slifflr affliction.

-N,'said hie, " I didn't cali about those. I wanted
to consult you about mnother matter. 1 see thiat Glad-
stone lias appoitîted jolin Ruskin poct laureate."

"So jr is said."
"Well Ruskin's no poet. He nsed to write verses

%vhen he was at college, but liasti t done an> thing of tha t
kind for years. 1 don«t sec lîow hie cant fil thec bill.
Supposing Queen Victoria sends ini an order for a birth-
day ode or a poenm ini celcl>ration of themarriage of a prince,
lîe'll be ini a nle fix. 1 don't believe he could do it."'

It is ratier donhifuil."
%VchI, now, 1 %wonder if he wouldn't like to let ont tihe

contract. I*d be willitig to make an agreement with hini

A POETICAL SUE-CONTRACTOR.

UTE ad just put the finishimy touches and professional
VUembellishints to a crude, hand-niade joke, sent

in froni Owen Sound b>' an ambitious farta laborer, who
lias hiankerings after a literary carcer, whien %we were in-
terrupted by the entrancu of one of the Ieast obnoxious
of our poetical contributors.

1I called," said lie, «' to see you about-
Here they are," w~e replied, handing hini a bundle of

manuscripts. " Lack of space unfortuniatelylprevenltsjur
using theni at present, but don't be liscouraged; yotu
miight try the N.Y. Hera/d, or the Bobcaygeoni Zndepeiid-
ciii, or I>cii and Sdssors. T1here are nmaiy paliers which
%vould be glad to get tiienii."
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A NATIVE.
O'r\or)Z-1 1 tell ye yolise is )ucky ye'rc flot in the States now,

)u'(1 have to g~o w~id de Ciis.

O'ROsiKE-"1 Bccausc the (hillese nti y0lise is aUl flurriinerz."
PAL- ott, forrinera t<'ý.

O'RotKKE- I Nul. betzurri, VI) Iris',."

on the quiet to do all the poemis hie may have to turnish,
ý-t a reasonable figure. r1wctity-fivecents a line oughtni't
to be ont of the way. That %v'ould ]et hini out of ail the
trOuble anîd responisibility of the thing and give hini the
hionor and inost of tie salary there is to it»

" How, do I know ? You'd better drop hlm a lettcr
and put Iiiii onto the scemiie."

IlI just drew out a lettcr that I thought I'd show yen
and get your opinion?' And lie procecded to rend tie
following comlmunication:

ToRoNTO, Afa> 10, 18 93.

D)ent Sir,-I bel; t) tender you my sinere congratulations on y-our
appointnient as poct laureate, as 1 understand there is a good salary


