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A GLANCE AT THE CUORH QALE1-
DAR FOR DECEMBER.

The first three Sur days in December of the
present year are known as the 2nd, 3rd and 41h
Sundays in Advent. Advent Sunday was cele-
brated by us as the last in November ; and
therefore me spoke sa generally, and yet so espe-
cially, rpon the history of the ihole Advent
season in our last number, that me shall have
little ta say now concerning these Sundays.
Only ihis : we noticed that this sacred season
iras intended ta bring our thoughts, and so ta
our hearts, bath the First and Second Advents
of our Lord, and that ve niust be prepared to
receive a Christ who has been, before we can
look forward with joy ta a Christ that is ta be.
And this is wonderfully ilhistrated in the Epis-
tics and Gospels of the three Sund ays now before
us. In the one we have the picture of the first,
and in the other that of the _second coming of
Our Lord, as thus brought before us in the ser-
vices of these Advent Sundays.

The fourth Sunday in the month brings te us
Our "Christmas Day," by whichi our Prayer-
book informs us, " The Nativity of cur Lord,"
or " The birthday ofChrist," is coimonly called.
The oldest commemoration of any of the festivals
in the group of our present " Christmas Cycle,"
was undoubtedly the Epiphany, of which we
shall especiallyspeak in our next number. Only
this, just here : that the most uniform day for
the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord
through the East was upon that festival which
also commemîorated Ris manifestation as the
Son of God at His baptism. The Festival of the
Nativity would appear ta have been celebrated
froIm the earliest times in the Christian Church,
though not everywhere tupon the saute day
Clement, of Alexandria, says that sone kept il
ou May 201h, while others kept it a whiole nonth
earlier ; but the larger part of the Eastern
Cburch kept it concturrently with " The Epip-
any," on January 6th. We must, therefore, look
ta the Western Church for the origin of our
Christmas Day as we noiw celebrate it, on De-
cember 25th. This might be realized by the
name -itself ; for while the Western Church
knows the festival of Epiphany, as also Easter
and Pentecost by their Greek nanes, yet Christ-
nias has a Latin name. Natale Donini points

as lie did, of the Nativity having been kept from
the beginning in the Western Church, the Nati-
vity was detached from the main festival and
assigned a separate compiemoration on Decem-
ber 25th. Toards the end of the fourth cen-
lury, the Eastern Churches gradually began ta
follow this plan ; at Antioch, as we have seen,
shortly before 386, and at Jerusalem and Alex-
andria, by the lime of the Council of Ephesus,
in' 431. The change at Jerusalem seems ta
have been due to the action of juvenal, Bishop
of that place. The Armenian Church aloe in
Christendom has retained the old plan to the
present day. The ancient Church of England
welcomed Christmas Day with a speciai service
on the Vigil, a celebration of Holy Communion
soon after midnight, another at carly dawn, and
a third at the usual hour of the mid-day mass.
The midniglît celebration commemorated the
actual birlh of our Lord ; the early moing anc
ils revelation ta mankind in the persons of the
shepherds ; that at midday, the eternal Sonship
of the Holy Child Jesus. ILt is a day always
celebrated with special services by all the Sunday
schools of our Church, and coming this year on
Sunday, rnany denominations of Christians vill
join in its observance. They love the great
festivals of the Christian year, and will be glad
te sing our Christmas carols as they celebrate
their Saviour's birth.

In addition to Christmas iwe celebrate four
other hoIy days this month. That of St. Thomas
on the 21st, and others dedicated th St. Stephen,
St. John and the Innocents, fiallowing in succes-
sion after Christmas Day. The festival of St,
Thomas is first memîioned in the fifth century.
It seens ta have been generally observed in tlIe
time of Gregory, ard in the Eastern Church it is
kept on October Gth. We know littie of his
scriptural history, as only four sayings of his are
recorded in the Gospels. Twro vere utteredjust
before the death of Christ, and twvo just after
His resu.rection. It may be well te recall them
here : (r) " Lord, iwe know not wihither Thou
goest, and how can we knowa the way ?" (2)

Let us also go that iwe may die with him." (3)
"Except I shall sec in His hands the print of
the-nails, and thrust my band into His side, I
will not believe." (4) " My Lord and my God."
We sece in them a remarkable combination of an
entire want of faith with a warm, zealous and

clearly ta its origination in the West. But we faithful love. He is said ta have preached in
have more definite evidence than this. In a Parthia, and ta have been buried at Edessa.
sermon of St. Chrysostom, delivered on Decem- Later traditions ascribe ta him the foundation
ber 25th, 386, at Antioch, he tells his hearers of the Christian Church in Malabar, which goes
that it was scarcely .ten years since, following by the nanie of I" Th Christians of St. Thomas."
the usage of the Western Church, they had begun He is also said to have suffered martyrdorm by
ta observe Christmas as a separate festival, set- the Brahmins at Taprobane, now Sumatra, being
toug apart, as it were, that particular element in first assailed with stones, and finally killed by
the general festival of the Manifestation. He the thrtst of a spear.
adds, homever, that a festival of the Nativity had The three Saint's Days, which immediately
been kept in the West "Ifro the beginning."' follow Christmas Day, are mentioned by St.
Now, the inference from ail this is, that an cariy Bernard as forming one connected festival.
date, perhaps at the end of the third century, or Varicus reasans have been assigned for the place
even earlier, a gêneral festival of the Manifesta- they occupy in the ecclesiastical year. L'Es-
lion was observed, including not only the ideas trange supposes that St. Stephen was comme-
entering into the present festival of the Epiphany, morated first, as being the first Christian martyr;
but that of the Nativity alse. At this time, we that St. John holds the second place. as 'being

nmay Suppose the general character of the West- the disciple whom Jesus loved, and that the
ern Church still ta have been, as in St. Paul's Innocents are commemorated next, becaue their

lime, more Greek than Latin. At a later time,' massacre followed immediately upon Christ's
when this state of things had changed, and yet nativity. The same author remarks, " that mar-

s cientIy early ta ?l¼w Chrysostom ta speak tyrdom, love and innocence are first ta be ma&-

nified, as wherein Christ is most to be honored."
Wheatly bas observed, " That as there are three
kinds of martyrdom--the first bath in vill and
deed, which is the highest - the second in will,
but not in deed ; the third in deed but not in
will-so the Church commemorates these mar-
tyrs in the sane order : St. Stephen first, who
suffered death both in will and deed ; St. John
next, who suffered martyrdom in will, but not in
deed, being miraculously delivered out of the
cauldron of boiling oil into which lie was thrown ;
the Holy Innocents last, who suffered martyr-
dom in deed, but not in wili." The explana-
lion, however beautiful, is certainly somewhat
fanciful ; and may there not have been ail inten-
lion on the part of the carly Church, merely ta
set forth the trials by which the Messings of the
Gospels are accompauied P "Prospîerity." says
Lord Bacon, "is the blessing of the Old Testa-
ment ; adversity is the blessing of the New."
And in the midst of our Christmas joys we are
reninded that the life of suffering into which
our Saviour was introduced, must lie shared by
lis people. Our remarks upoiin then niust be
brief. Upon St. Steplhen and the Innocents,
because so little is known ; and upon St. John
because his lire picture is so faniliar to us ail.
Nothing is known of St. Stephen before his mar-
tyrdom except that. he was one of the seven
deacons first ordained by the Apostiles, but the

picture of his heroic martyrdom would raise him
in Our imagination ta the very highest pinnacle
of truc human greatness. His dying words also
are of a most saint-like character. The last
words of his Master's passion, " Father forgive
them, for they know not wbat they do," bave a
parallel in the servant's, " Lord lay not this sin
to their charge," and the comenî datcry prayer,
I Lord Jesus receive ny spirii," is the saint's

version of the Son's ry, "' Father, bita thy hands
I commend iy spîirit."

St. John though not mîentioned very of en in
tie "l Gospels," is still placcd hefore us n'ich
more frequenitly than the rest of the chosen
Tiwelve, and as he is made conspicuous in Ihe
early part of I" the Acts of the A posties," we fed
that we are iretty well accuainted with the
story of his carly Apostalic life. Besiles this
he himîself has given us the most precious of te
Gospels, wlhich enables us to enter into his life.
communion with the Master ; lie bas given te
the Cliurch three Epistles which brings him ta
us as a teacher and a friend ; and then by re-
markable ieavenly vision we have been brought
ta think of him as the only one who lias licen
allowed to pass wiîhin the veil and come forth
te describe saine of its wonders te those await-
ing the glorious coming of the son of Mai. He
probably tarried in Jerusalem until the seige
began, in the year 66, as this was only a year
befere the martyrdon of St. Peter and Paul, he
continued for about a third of a century to be
the sole remaining Apostolic centre of Church.
Most of this time was spent at Ephsus, the
metropolis of Asia. He was summoned ta
Rome ta suffer martyrdom, ta be cast into a
cauldron of boiling ail. Miraculously delivered
from death, lie was banished te Patmos where
the Apostolic Visions were remarkable ta him ;
and îeturning ta bis dear old Ephesus, he con-
tinued te spcsk and write loving words about
the love God, and finally departed in the midst
of bis "little children." at the age of one hun-
dred. Of the J-oly Innocents we need say
nothing ; ail that is known of them is set before
us in one verse of St. Matthev's Gospel. The
black-etter days during this month scarce de-
serve a mention, and of the purport and sigum-
ficance of the Ember Days, on the i4th, î6th
and 7 th, me have spoken before.-Anerican
Ch. S S. Magazine.


