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nation-as a nation-be thereby relegated to
the category of ' the nations that forget God.'

' tIf the Church of England is disestablished,
then--as a nation-we shall incur the guilt of
irreliion.

"If the Church of England is disendowed,
then-as a nation-we shall incur the guilt of
sacrilege.

"Many of our Christian brethren, those
especially who call theinselves Nonconformists,
do not apprehend these truths-they do not re-
gard the national acknowledgment of Christi-
anity which is involved in the question of an
Established Church, as of vital consequence to
the well-being of a nation. On the contrary,
they regard an Established Church as an evil in
itself, and verily think that they do God service
when they seek to pull down the Chnrch of
England from her vantage ground as the
National Church. For these, our brethren, we
pray that God woùld 'enlighten their darkness,'
inasmuch as our earnest desire for them is, that
they may so apprehend the mind and will of
God as to se arate themsolves from the company
of those evi men who seek to pull down the
Established Church, because, in spite of all its
defecte and shortcomings, they find it to be a
barrier against evil-a hindrance to their efforts
to overturn our monarchy, to desecrate our
altars, and to invade our homes. With rofer-
once to these emissaries of Satan, sent forth by
him to accomplish Ais work of destruction, we
pray that God may ' overrule their designs.'

TRAININc FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL
TEACHERS.

A paper read before the Hakfax branch of the
Church of England Sunday-School Associ-
ation, by F. O. Sumichrast, Principal of
Girton House, Halifax, N

(Continuecl.)
There is a great difference between those

hearers of sermons, expositions, and lectures,
who desire to ho and are contented to romain
learners only, and those -Who are striving, to
thô bet of their ability, te fit themselves for
teaching. The requirements of the former are,
it may be accepted, fully met at present; the
needs ofIthe latter are yet unaatisfiod.

True, the Association does something for
them; does much. It provides model lassons,
calculated to bce most useful, but hampored by
a faulty system of criticism, in respect of which
I would venture to suggest that more valuable
results would ha obtained by arranging for,
Say, four model lessons on one and the sanme
subject, with four different sets of pupils. Four
teachers would follow each, other, limited to
twenty minutes apiece as the extreme limit of
time. An opportunity would thus be given for
practical comparison and practical criticism.
But this is by the way.

To revert: The Association holds confer-
ences; obtains papers on subjects of interest to
its members; initiates discussions thereon;
brings the toachers themselves together, and
thus creates an opportunity for exchange off
ideas; but ail this work is stijl only partial,
and lacks the breadth and comprehensiveness
imperatively required in the proper training of
tauchers for Sunday-schoola. The examina-
tions held by the Association are undoubtedly
very good, but like many English things, like
rost English things, indeed, they require to be
adapted to our special wants, for in the shape
in which they come to us froin. the Mother
Country they suifer from the. same defect, and
have the same fragmentary character as the
Other existing aids to teachers.

All this, it may be reasonably urged, is more
fault-finding; tearing down without rebuilding;
heaping up objections and doing nothing to re-
novO them. Even granting that the alleged
faults are faults indeed, there lias been no sug-
gestion of remedy for whatis defective, of im-
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provement in what is stated to demand it. To
criticise is an easy matter, but bare criticism
is fruitless of good in such a case as that under
consideration. What, you will say to me, do
you propose?

I answer-in one word-to give our teachers
a broad, comprehensive, really useful training.
Not to take bore and there a specimen brick
from the noble and vast building, and examine
it with a commentator's microsecope, but to
stand off and show them the whole edifico;
point out its plan, its various parts; explain
their uses; whence springs this-why that.

To do this let the Association arrange for the
delivery, during the winter season, of a series
of lectures comprising some or all of the under-
mentioned subjects, it being a plain direction
to the lecturers chosen that they are to give a
complete outline of the whole subject, enabling
particular study in any direction; baaring in
mind that the object is to train teachers, and
consequently indicating the points most de-
serving of attention, the books preforably to bo
perused, the boat methods of study, the points
teo chiefly dwelt on in elementary, in inter-
mediate, in advanced teaching respectivoly.

The subjects which, it appears to me, should
form the course, or part of it, are:-
History of the Holy Scriptures, with espocial

raference to their preservation, inspiration
and authenticity.

Evidences of Christianity.
The Prayer Book-its history, its value and

and place as the expositor of Church Doc-
trine.

Beclesiastical History, both Ancient and Mo-
dern.

Old Testament History; New Testament His-
tory.

Life of Christ, with the particular view off
thoroughly impressing the reality and
consequent value of the Maater's life on
earth.

This, I hear some one exclaim, is nothing
more nor les than a theological course ! Cer-
tainly it is; and pray, what leas do tachers
require? It is not a full theological course,,
far from it; nor is it to be a dotaiied, longthy
course; thorough as fai as it goes, but, as I
stated at the outsot, an outline; complote, it is
true, but still only an outline.

Then on this foundation can be built up auny
special work in the shape of classes and meet-
ings. There is something to go and come on;
there is a ground-work. In that way, I b-
lieve, will be avoided many of the dishearten-
ing failures common among men and women
who are asked or who volunteer to teach with-
out having enjoyed any previous training or
subsequent help, and who, roalizing thoir in-
efficiency and seeing no ready way of romedy-
ing it, become discouraged and abandon the
work which, if they had but the right training,
they could perform so well.

Besides, are we not all entitled to have that
knowledge in right of our Churchmanship?

Who is to do the work?
The clergy.
But they have plonty to do already.
True. Still they can and will do this, at the

outsét, at leuat; for the success of the work
would perhaps bring forward new instructors,
to say nothing of the certain fact that the re-
sult of the botter training of teachers, and the
consequent botter training of pupils, would b
a reward far reaeflng and ample.

Of course we all know that numbers of indi-
vidual teachers even at present work hard to
train themselves, but these individual efforts
cannot be and are not as successful as they
would ba if directed by a competent guide.

The lectures, I think, should be given on the
prenises of the Church of England Inatitute,
the members of which would be admitted to
the lectures, while outsiders, members neither
of Association or Institute, would pay a small
fee.

Each lecturer should take a course, not one,
lecture of a course.

If thought advisable, examinations on the
subjects taugiht might bli held at the close of
each season, and modal ]oisons should bc fro.
quently given.

A. M. D. G.

SgAKINo OF HEAVEN AND EARr.- Yet
once more I shake not the oarth only but alseo
heaven" (Rab. xii, 26-29.) This is one of tho
Royal Texts of Soripture. It declares one of
those great laws of the Kingdon of God which
may fulfil itself once and again at many oras,
and by many methods; which fulfilied itsolf
most gloriously in the first century after
Christ; again in the fifth century; again at the
time of the crusade, and again at the groat Re-
formation in the sixteenth century, and is ful-
filing itsolf again at this very day.-Kingsley.

He that follows the Lord fully will find good.-
noss and mercy following him continually.

CORRESPONDENCE.
[reho naineofCorrespondent nut Inait eaesooensod

wtit lotter, but wlI not bo ,,ubliid nloss dosjlrcd. The
Editer wiIl net ,od hhnsif responsble, however, for aL'ly
opinions oxprossed b>' Correspondmnts.]

AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT.

To the Editor of Tan Canit GUARDIAN:

DzAa Si,-I was glad to notice from yôur
columna that the Parish of Maitland had ba-
stirred itself in raising so much money du'ing
the last year or two, and is apparently advanc-
ing towards self support; it is high time that
these older and settlod parishes which have sO
long been receiving grants from the B. H.
Mission should becomo not only solf-supporting
but in tun liberally assist new and occupied
fields of labor in the dioceso. The glowing
statemont from Maitland shows that with the
Jpocessary push and vigor a very great incroaso
can ho obtainod, and the largerparishes'become
self-supporting. IL neds oanly a systomatic
effort to accomplish this, and the soonor I is
accomplished the better for the Church's woric.
In view of the alarmin impending decrease in
the S.P.G. grant from England it is well that

*this subject should be thoroughly ventilated,
and that the clergy of the eider and settled
parishes should awake to the necessityof seeing
,bat thoir pariaos bacamie self-supporting as
sean as possible. Otherwise ail now misianary
enterpriso will be at a standtili fer years to
terne. What bas beau doue ia lfraitiand shows
that the money can be got-Iet it b obtained
systematically, and let te eolder parishos nobly
proclaim themselves aalf-supportîug. B. l. M.

" TRINITY," HALIFAX.

To the Editor of Tus CEUnor GUARDIAN:

SI,-May I ask through yaur colums what
is meant by the sentence in yours of Dec. 23rd,
"The well known words: 'For the poor and
the stranger for ever,' which have bean an-
graven in atone so long over the Charch doors,
were chipped off last week." Did some vandal
rowdy do it? or was it done by authority? If
the latter, what authority ? The Bishop. ls
away-he and his gave largely to the "Free
Church." I foel sure bis commissary would as
soon " chip off" his right hand. The Church
belongs, it is said, to St. Paul's; thore is norec-
tor just now. It was a bold thing to do-bolder
to my thinking than taking away the " Gates
of Gaza." I do not live in Halifax, but when I
did go I loved to see that mark of care, "for
the poor and the stranger" promised " for
aver." Yours,

Rusne.

Tlàt CHUI .ROI , 1 CUARIYIAN.


