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Our Biographical Golumn.

Many Canadian papers furnish their readers every week
with portraits and biographical sketches of more or less dis-
tinguished citizens of the United States. Not to be behind in
so patriotic a particular, the DOMINION JLLUSTRATED has ac-
quired the exclusive right to publish a series which, it is
hoped, will be found both interesting and instructive. ]
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The Hon. Kickshaw Crump.

It has often been remarked that genius sometimes sceks
strange mediums ot expression. If any one had prophesicd
during the period of the childhood of Kickshaw Crump that
he would one day astonish the world, that person would
have been laughed to scorn, for young Crump had neither
the prospects nor did he give any evidence of the capacity
that has won him fame in loter life. e was born in the
quiet village of Kamarapoochee, Florida, some fifty years
ago. When a hoy he had the misfortune to fall, and falling
stepped on his leg and broke it.  The limb was awkwardly

set and left him with a short leg and a decided limp. The
other boys called him ““ Hop and go fetch it,” in derision,
and would then run away. Kickshaw was not a foolish boy
and did not tire himself out running after them.  lle prac-
tised throwing stones at a target until he could hit the button
on the tail of a boy’s jacket at twenty yards,
out and played with the boys.

Then he went
They jeered at him and
danced around him like young Scminoles among the ever-
glades, and called him ¢ Hop and gofetch it.” Kickshaw’s
hands went into Kickshaw’s pockets and a terrific fusilade
began,  No stone went wide of its mark.  Those bad boys
with onc accord bit the dust with their toe nails and dug out
for home.  From that day he was never called ““‘Hop and go
fetch it,” except from the farther side of a tight board fence.
Having got an artificial boot, which gave him an cven start,
young Crump entered the race for fame and fortunc.
Kamarapochee was then a comparatively unknown villagein
the suburbs of an alligator swamp. It is now a town of large
proportions, thanks to the foresight and energy of Kickshaw
Crump,  Ile conceived the notion that if the people should
sct out systematically and persistently to lie about the soit
and climate of the locality they would draw a crowd.  lle
started 2 newspaper and a real estate office and a whopper
factory.
Once there they couldn’t very well get away.

As a result people came in crowds from the north.
Being there
they had to make a living anl lic to their friends in the
North about the state of their fortunes.  So the town de-
veloped and became famous.  Hon, Kickshaw Crump was
its first mayor and is now chairman of the treasury board.
[Lis reputation as a finarcicr won him this position.  Last
year he was presented with a beautiful little gold alligator
with diamond eyes, as a token of esteem, by his feliow-ci.i
zens. e is now being boomed by his friends for a seat in
Congress, and his many Canadian admirers will watch his
political carcer with the deepest interest.  The Hon. Kick-
shaw Crump is a strong advocate of temperance, and never
puts the bottle to his neighbour’s lips without first making

himself sure as to the quality of its contents.  He has pre-
sented Kamarapoochee with ground for a large cemctery,
and the rapidity with which lots are being taken up there is
an ample indication of the growth of that part of the city.
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