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warchouses at Quebec, from wvhich the inhabitants of the
other towvns are supplied with such commodities as tbcy want

There is no différence bctwen the pirates that scour the
scas, and the Canada nicants, unlcss it bc this, that the
former somnetimcs cinricli thenmsclvcs ail of a sudden by a
good prize ; and that the latter cannot make tbcir fortune
without trading for 6ive or six ycars, and that without run-
ning the hazard of their lives. 1 have kinovn twenty littie
pediars that liad flot above a thousand crowns stock wvhen I
arrived at Quebcc, in the year 1683, and wbcn I left that
place had got to the tune of twelve thousand crowvns. It is
an unqucstioncd truth, that they get fifty per cent. upon ail
the goocis thcy dcal in, whetlîcr thcy buy tliem up upon the
arrivai of the ships, at Qucbcc, or Iiave therm from France, by
way of commission : but over and abovc that, thcre are somne
littie gaudy trinkcts, such as ribbands, laces, cmnbroidcries,
tobacco-boxes, watclics. and an infinity of other baubles of
iron-ware, upon which they get a bundred and fifty per cent
ail costs clear.

As soon as the Frenchî ships arrive at Quebec, the mer-
chants of that city, who have their factors in the other towns,
Ioad their barks wvith goods in order to transport them to
these otlîer towns. Suclh merchants as act for thcmselves
at Trois Rivieres, or Mà\ontreal, comc down in person to
Quebec to market for thcrnsclvcs, and then put their effects
on board of barks, to bc conveycd home. If thcy pay for
thear goods in skins, thcy buy chcapcr than if they made
their paymcents in moncy or lctters of exchange ; by reason
that the seller gets consîderably by the skins whcn he returns
to France. Nowv, you mxust take notice, that ail these skins
are bouglit up froin the inhabitants, or froni the savages,
upon wvhich the merchants arc considerable gainers. To
give you an instance of this nmatter ; a person that lives in
the neigbibourhood of Qucbec carnies a dozeni of niartin skins
five or six fox skins, and as niany' skins of wvild cats, to a


