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* fent day comfortable, you forget that we
" have yet many more-days of wretchedne®d
to come.
¢ Do not, my love, exhault evcry thing’
for me. Take. more care of yourfelf,—
You are young, and innocent, and un-
friended : it is hard you ﬂzould fuffer for
my misfortunes.

 Alas! whydo Ilive to rob )ou of all'

the comforts and bleflings of life? The
laws of nature feem inverted, while I thus
preyon the vitals of my child. You owe.
tome no {upport, no nutriment:—alas-}
1 owe it to you. But when ! am no more,
perhaps the confolation .of having for a
little time protrafled my wretched fpan by
your filial tendernefs, may in (omc mea-
fure repay  your kindnefs : and heaven
will furely reward your virtues,

"~ ¢Yet do not, .my dear child! pray do
not let your care for me leave yourfelf en-
tizely deftitute.’

1he heart of the lovely Anna was too
full to (uffer her to interrupt this tender
harrangue. But as foon as fhe had givea
vent to a fhower of tears, * My dear mo-
ther I' faid the, fmiling with fweet benig.
nity, like the cheering funbeams tbrough
an Apnl thower, *difmifs thefe ‘melan...
.choly” thoughts. ‘Xind ‘' heaven forbids

- that you (hould perith thus. You fhall
five, and we fhall again be happy. Not
my labours, but the generofity of a ftran.

* ger has 'provided for our future comfort.’

¢ What does my child mean !* exclaims

the wondering mother. =

¢ "That you fhall fleep in this miferable
dungéon no more. See, fce, my dear
mother I' continued fhe, producing the
" pt.r!'e, which'contained fome notes a» well
ar money, ‘fee what a kind ftranger has
‘done for us I' -

"¢ Alas! faid the mother, trembling,

¢ Heaven forbid that my child thould have -

yurchafed this relief too dear,

4 Alas the paffians, not the feelings of the
other fex, render them generouns to mds-
gent and youthful beauty, .

" ¢ Oh, if any blandifhments oftcmptau-
on—any punéure of diitrefs, have indu-
ced my“Anna to believe fortunz moreds.-.
firable than mnoccncc, the is the moft
cru:l the mott birter ofmy enemies ; and
my mhuman creditor is gcncrous when

- comparcd to her

! $Qh, douht me not,”, faid the bluthing

* Anna. * You kfiow: ‘not . how feverely |
have already been tried, or you would know

howdmpoﬂ‘:ble it'is for your, Anna to

,-mmake fuch a'facrifice.”

-The heart of thc fond mo\hcr was'
. foothed’ 10 peace. But fhe turnéd away
"f‘hl-r head, Awith a figh, - and wnued off xho
mrnng tear. .
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Anna then proceeded to relate the cir-
cumftances of Courlind's generofity ; not
without tears of commiferation as fhe
- defcribed the melancholy diftra&ion of his
.mind.

Buz.the narrative had a very difterent
effeCt from what the epe@ed on the gene-
rous mind of her mother.

* And cm you think, my decar Anna!l®
faid (he, ¢ chac we thould be juftified in
making ufe of the money which the mo-
mentary impulfe of infanity, rather than
the deliberate intentions of a benevolent
mind, has put into our pofileflion? Shali

“our dnﬁu({cs preffing as they are, tempt
" us to duhoncﬂy ? To'tske advantage of

the unconfcious profufion of delicious for-
row, and appropriate to ourfelves that
- property which another not knowmg what
he did gave us the opporiunity of [eizing.

' The largene(s of the gift.is of “itfelf

. fufficient to coa ince us, that bad the un-

fortunate giver Been in his fenfes, he could
never thus have beftowed it on an abfolute |
ftranger. .

¢ Nay,. perhaps it wat not juflly histo
beflow. He may have fome deferving
wife or rélatives ; foms child, for whom it
is his duty to prov;dc, ‘and who may feel -
. the lofs of what he is thus unconfcioufly -
- lavithing on thofe who have no clanm of
nature on his bounty.

¢ 1t cannot be my c¢hild ! that. fo large a
fum of money could knowingly have been
given to a ftranger.  You muft go. to the
place where you met with him, and try if
you can find him’again. 1f noz, we muft-
advertife the circumftance in the papers;
that the money may be reflored to the
right'owners, Itis hctter to be content
with w haleverlmlc reward they may think
due toeoiir‘integrity, than to have our dif. .
refles relieved by an aﬁxon, which, though
the law would excufe it, our canfcnenc«.z
muft tell us is: neither honourable nor
jufte

.The tender Anna, w‘\orc eagernef: te
relicve the diftreffes of her mother had
prevented her from reflefting on thefé cir.

* cumftances, had yer a foul perfeétiy fuf.’

ceptible of delicacy and .of the jullice of
her mother's feruples, Shethereforeobeyed -
without.a murmur; and tho' the galden
profpect of approaching happme(s had vay
* pithed, the confoled herfclf with 'the affu.’
rance that virtue, in the.end, is its own
certain reward ; and that the perfons o -
whom they a@ad with fuch copfcientious
honefty could nat 1xif to emancipate them-
from diftrefles,~which.they thus ‘proved to
‘be incapable of {cducing themwﬂ
pdth ut duty.
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