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hmong ‘animated ‘belngs, and parucular)y
among the feathered tnbes, namely, the
hatching and, reating. of their. offspring.

Suill, -however, fike the oftrich in very,

\warm chmatcs, though the cuckow nei-

thc\r hatches nor feeds her young,. the pla-'

cesher egds, in fituations whete they are
both “hatched and her offspring, brought
to maturity. Here thie ftupidity of thc one
animaf m:.%cs it,a dupe} tp ‘the rapine and;.
thicane of -thé ofher ; .for the cuckow al-
ways deftroys theeggs of the fmall bird
before fhe dcpoﬁts her own.

Mott of the, paﬂ'qnnc ‘or fmall tribés -
build thcnr nefls in "hedges, fhrubs, or

buthes; ,ihough fome of thcm, as the lark
"and the goat. futker build updn the ground.

The negts of fmall bu’ds are more dchcue
in theif mudurc and contrivance than
-thofe of the ldrder kmd:x. As the 6ze of
their bodies, and Likewilé that of theif
eggs, are fmaller, the matcna(s of Wh\ch
their nefis are compofcd are’ generally
warmer, Small bodies retain [fat a thorter
time, than thofe which are large. chc‘-

the egs of mall birds require amore con .

Atant” fupply of heat than thofe of greater
"dimenfions. Their nefts, accordingly, ars
built proportionally warmer and :deeper,
and they are lined with (ofter fubftances.
The larger. blrds, of courfe, can leave their
ezgs for fome time.with impunity ; but
the. fmaller Kinds fit mof} affiduoufly ; for,
when the f¢male is obliged to go abroad
in queft of food, the neft is always occu-
picd by thé nyale.
‘ed, nothing can exceed ‘the doxterxty of
both male and fernalein concealing it from
the .obfervation of ' man. ‘and of other’ de-
ficuétive animals.  If it iz built in bufhes,

-the pliant branches are difpofed in fuch a~

maunner. as to hide it entirely from view,
To conccal her retreat, the chaffinch co-

vers the outfide of ‘her nelt w:th mofs,
which is cdmmonly of the fame colour.
with the bark of the tree on which the -
THe common fwallow; bunlds its .
neft on ‘thé tops of chlmmcs, and the',

builds.

martin-attach®s . hérs fo - the. corfers. of
" windows, o under the eqves of hofes,
Both cmploy the- amc materials. The

_nelt s bailtwith Riud well ‘tempered by
i,thx. bil}, and moiftened with water to make.

" it more- Brmly ‘cohere’} dnd the ‘mud or

. mixtgre of *
Within ic is ncally lined -
‘with feathers.’ Wnlloughby,cn the autho- -
¢ That, on -

clay is Kept fiill. firmer “by-a
“firaw or grafs, * Withina it i

_rity of ‘Bontius, informs. us,
"the fea.coaft of . thc kmgdom of China,a

:v"gfonof fmall pmy colourcd bzrds, of the\:f

- On tbe Habttahom of /Immals in gmeral

When a neft is finith.

iu‘

ﬂ\ape of fwallows, at a certain feafon of
the yoar, viz. their breeding time, comc
out of the midlaid country. to’the rocks ;
and from the foam or froth of the fea-wa-
-+ ter dathing.and breaking, agamft the bot-
‘tom of therocks, gather a certain .clam.
my, glutinous matter, perchance the penq
of whales, or other fithes, of which they:
build their nefts; wherein they lay thenr
_.¢ggs, and hatch thcxr young. ~ Thefe’ ncfls
the Chinefe pluck ‘from "the, rocks, - and
bring.them in great numbers into the Ea{t
Indies to fell; which are efteeméd™ by
ghmons great delicacies, who, diffolving
them in chicken or mutton broth, are very -
fond of them, preferring them far before;
- oyflers, mufthrooms, or “other 'dainty anq
lickerifh morfels which moft gratify the,
palate.—Thefe nefis are oY a hemifpheric
cle figure, of the bignefs of a goofe.egg,
3nd of a fubftance. refembling ifin-glafs.”
Moft of the cloven-footed water. fowls,
‘or waders, fay their eggs upon the gropnd.
But the fpoon.bills and the common e
ron build large nefts in trees,- and cmploy

twigs and other coarfe materials ;- and the

Qorks build dn churches,.or. on’ the’ tops.
of houfes, *
lay their.eggs likewife on the ground, as"
-the terns, and fome of the gulls and mer-
ganfers. But ducks pull the down from
their own breafts to afford a warmer and
more comfortable bed fot their young. The'
apks, ‘the-guillemots; and che puffins or
coulternebs, lay their eggs on’ the naked -
fhelves of high rocks. , The penguins, for’

the fame purpofe, ‘dig largc and dcep holes -

under ground. .

Many of the web-footed fowls

~

, ltis not unwcnhy of rCmark that,blrds L

uniformiy proportion the dxmenﬁons of -
their néfts to the number and fize of the’
young to be produced, - Every fpeciés lay
‘nearly a "determined ngmber of €38s. But, .
if one be égch day abfiraéted from the neﬂ,
the bird | contmucs to . lay daily miore till -
her number is wmplcced. Dr.- Llﬂer, by

this pr'\&xce, made A fwal ow lay no lefs ~

than nineteen eggs, .
. Innamerable other parnculars mlght be

addnccd of-the forceof inftindt in the brute

* éreation, with’ requ& to their habxtgno
But enOugh have beén’ enumcra_ted"-- :

~are ‘wall warthy thé:attention’of the proud '
olmcxans of the .human race, who are™
now (o warmly contendmg concemmg the
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" tep® ofy “the ' bcaver, m pamculm‘ “which® "




