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. An.a letter .fr'qpi Colonel Pearfe to'the Society m“Bengal J‘
BEG leave .t.o_:p‘bi‘ntv.‘oht'»to the :Sbcie,ty,»;lxatifthg,Su_.;fdr_z): before ~laft was
.-the Feftival.of Buava’snt’ which. is:annuglly celebrated by- the Gopas

and all other, Hindus, who keep horned -cattle; for ufe; or: profit.: -on-this,
fealt they. vifit ‘gardens, -ere@ a pole in. the fields, and. .adorn it with. pen--
~dants and, garlands. . The Sunday before laft was” our fixfk of May, n
- which the fame rites,are. performed by the fame clals of :people in :England,
where it is. well known to be a, relique:of ancient fuperftition in that coun-
try :-it fhould feem, therefore, . that/the -veligion of- the Ealt .and the old"
religion of . Britain had aftrongaffinity.. Buava’n1’. has anpther feltival ;
. <but that is not kept by.any-one et of:- Hindus in particular,-and ‘this . is‘ap-
-Propriated to; ong iclafsiof .people: this.is conftantly held on the ninth of -
Baifac'h ;. which, dags riot ;always fall on: our..firft of May, as it did this
year. Thofe members-of the: Socisty, who are acquainted with the rules,
- Which regulate-the feltivals, may.beable to giye better information:concern-
:this point i/ L only mean to point out the . refemblance of: the rites perform-
ed hercand in, England; but muft leaveabler. hands to inveftigate-the mat- -

-ter further,
T the :fc{tix'a_l,',‘
-the Hindys.
«-»During.the:
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vdf: it fhould: be, thought deferving;of the trouble, " I-find, that

which::I have mentioned; is,one of the moft fancient among '

Hiili, ;when mirthand. feftivity, reign.among, Hindus, of eve-.

1y clafs, . one fubjett of. diverfion,isitg, fend: people on errands and expedi-

. -410ns; that are
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entito.fiay there till the
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end of the feftival ;and La
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ELFO'.G.ﬂ..d;it’lf‘d,i;fap.pgir}tmcnt,:?xzd-r'o'\iib alaugh at the expen{eof.
fent..The: Hili is always in_Marchyand the laft.day.is the great-
all the Hindus, who are on that day'at Faganndt’'h, are enti-

diftinétions, which they-hold to be of [uchiimportance, that .

m of
. Op;v-



