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Accoiinit of Grovanni and Sebafiian Cabotio
Séquel of the voyages of Columbus and Vefpuccis The difcovery of Labrador
—the queflion examined whether it was difcovered by -Giovannt or Sebaf-
tian—Lord Verulam’s account of Cabotto compared with others—Varia-
. tionof the Compafs. - o s T
A Venctian, viz, Giovanni Cabotto, who, before any other, ventured
' to ateempt the paflage by the North Sea to the Eaft-Indies, was a com-
petitor with Columbus and Veélpucci in refolution, and the {cience of
navigation. Heé was, by proféflion; ammetchant; and in the way of com-
merce had gone to England with his.fon Sebaftiano. Thete he conceived
the idéa of attempting the above nientioned paffage; and -having propefed
it to King Henry vii: obtained his confent.” The létters patent; iffued for -
‘this purpofé by that Sovereign;. in the year 1496, -are contained in the col--
leftion of voyages by Hacklayt, (1) and.in the public tranfactions of England
by Rymer; (2) and they are addreffed:. : e ,‘ .
"L oanni Cabotto, Civi Venetiatuni, ac Lodovico, .
" Sebafliane, & Sanélo ejus flits. - L
_Theauthorsof the Hiftory of voyagesaflign fome reafon of doubt; (3) whe-
ther this voyage: was carried into execution ’till many years after; and it
. feenis they arc inclined to believe, that it did not-take place *till towards
-1516, although aftérwards they elfewhere contradiét therifeves, and fix it
-in 1497, (4) without fhéwing any doubtatall. . But if they had refle®ed on
thie paflage of Péter Martire d’ Angiera, where he.{peaks of Sebaftian, they
~would have known that it certainly happened many years before. He had
- continually in his houfe Sebaftiano Cabotto, whilft he refided in Spain, .and
fays, that he had been called from England to the court of the Catholick
King;af@e’r the death of Henry vir.. | - P
' Familiarem habeo domi Cabottum, ipfum & con-
" tubernalem interdum. - Vocatus namgque ex Bri-
 tania a Regé noftro Catholico poft Henrici .ma-
o joris Britannia Regis morten concurialis nofter o
et (). o Mesttr - . Now
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