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OUR CENTENNIAL STORY.

THE BASTONNAIS:
A TALE 0F THE AMERICAN INVASION 0F CANADA IN 1775-76.

By JOHN LESPERANCE.

BOOK I.

THE GATHERING 0F THE STOIRM.

A Sr(CTESSFUI MISSION.

At ton o'cloek, on thc moruing of the 8t1
November, the day after lis arrivai, Roderick
Hardiinge iîresouted hiniseif at tIc residence of
the Coinmandant of Tliree Rivera. ,It was tIe
loun agreed upon botween theni for a confereuce,
whielh circunistance did not prevent the Com-
mandant froni manifesting some surprise ou
secing the young officen.

"You surely are not ready to stant for Quebec
already ?" lie asked.

'« I possible, sir, 1 should very muel like to
do so. My horse is not as fresl as lie was yes-
terday, and lie wili delay me longer, sud besides
I think my presence wiii le required in Quelec
before miduiglit."

"Very well. Time is pressing, I know. I
lave jotted down a few lines giving Lieutenant-
Governor Cramalié ail thie information, in My
possession. Here is the letton. But you have
doubtless waudered about the towu a littie tliis
morning, and tIns iearned many details whieh
bave escapcd me."

,6I have leard inucli more tlian 1 arn wiiliug
Wo believe," said Hardinge, witli a laugli.

" Tell une bniefly what you lave heard, sud I
will correct or coufirn it."

h« l ave leard tbat Moutreal lias falien."
«Not yet. Montgomery is stili 0o1 the plateau

between St. JoIns, wbidli lic captured about a
week ago, sud Montreai, whidh is lis uext point
of attack. But thero are two obstacles wlich re-
tard him. The first of tiiese is the akirîishing of
tIe Britisli troops on lis flank, sud the second, the
discontent anîong his own soldiers. Many nien
fnom Vermont sud New York lave returned
home. Montreai is, however, realiy defenceleas,
and cannot hold out more than a' few days,
especially as Montgomery is auxious to get there1
ini order to bouse and clothe lis naked, suffering
mnen. Wbat cisc have yoti heard 1"

'- That the Frenchi of Moutreal. are secretly
workiuig for thie enemy."

"It is faise.. Those who tohd you s0 are
treaclenous fniends, sud we have a&Veral lere in
Tbree Rivers. Next ?"

" That tIe 1Indians unden La Corne have dug up
thc latchet which tliey buried in Recoilets
dhurci one unonth ago, and dechared againat
Us."P

«' That would ho terrible uews if truc, but it
is not truc. My hast courier froni thc west, wlio
arrivcd not an hour ago, lias particular informa-
tion fnom thc Inidiaus about Moutreal. They
stili maintain the iioutrality pledged in Recoliets
churck. i admit, bowever, that it wouid not
take mnucli to turui tliern into focs, sud 1 know
that Moutgomiery lias aiready lis emissaries
among thcm. But LaConnie is a truc Freudhman,
aud so, long as our owu pecople retain tîcir aile-
giance, lie wviIl naintain his."

After a pause, Hardinge said
" 1lave leard, sir, iu addition, that Colonel

MeLean, at tic liead of lis Highlanders, lias
rlot beeuî able to fo rm a j unetion witl Govenor
Canleton, at Longueuil, s0 as to intencept Mont-
gomery bctween St. Johns sud Montnesh."

" It is truc."
* 'That, owing to tIc de feat of Governor Canleton

at Longueuil by a Vermout detachment, and thc
spread of Continental troops througli tIc Riche-lieu peninsuls, Colonel MeLean was forced tg
fali back precipitatciy to Sorel."

" That is unfortuuately too truc. Do vou
kuow nmore?

" That is ail."
64 TIen, I wiii tell you more. MeLean wil

lave to retreat froin Sorel. My coureurs des
bois sud Indiani messengers have been arriving
ini succession ail last niglit sud this morning.
They infonni nie tlîat wliile Montgomery is
msrching on Montreal, a considerable body,
unden one of bis best officera, is moving Wowards
Sorel, witli s view of occupyiug i t, sud tIns
commîindiug thc river -cLeau is in no con-
dition to witbstsnd this attack. What wiih
liasten bis netreat is thec ncwa lic lias by this
tixue received from Quebee. Last nigît, so soon
as I lad read the despatches which you brouglit
me, I sent liin one of my fleeteat messeugers
witî the intelligence. Thc messenger mast have
readlied Sorel eanly this moruing. TIc spocial
messenger to Governor Carleton, with the sauiie
news, wiil arrive ini Montreal about noon Wo-
day."P

" 'TIen you may le content. I have stated
all tlis lniefly to Lieutenaut-GovernorCramalié,
but you may repeat it to him with emplasis."

I 1wilh Dot fail.",
And after a few partiug words, lie respectfully

took lis leave.
Wheu le lad cleared the streets of Tîre

Rivera, sud wus alone upon thc road, le could
not restrain a long, loud wloop of exultation.

IlThc gaie is up," le cried. " «Thc war is
in full blaze. lu twcnty-four loura, my Dame
bas gone fnom one end of thc province to tIc
otlier. My mission las indeed succeeded. How
proud littie Pauline wiii le of lier cavalier."

Witl sudh thougîts uppermoat in lis mmid,
le forgot lis bodily fatigue, sud rode back to
Quebec witl more cageruess tîau lie lad gone
froru it.

XIV-

CROSSING THE BOATS.

Notwitlstanding thc late lour at whidb lie
arrived in Quelec-it wvas cousiderably sfter
midigît-Hardinge rcpaired directly to the
Clatesu St. Louis. Tîcre was no bustie in the
Castie, but lia eye uoticed sigus of unusual
vigilance. TIe guard about tIceutry was a
double onie, sud many of tIe lower windows
were liglited. It was evident also that lis com-
ing was expectcd, for, imîediately on lis, de-
mounting, lis horse was taken charge of ly a sol-
dier, sud liewas at once ushcred into tIc presence
of thie Lieutenant-Governor. Cramalie was in
the Concil dhamIer, sud several membera of
tIe Council were seated around the central table
on wliidh was spresd a'number of papers.

IWelcouue back, Lieutenant," said the Gov-
eruor, witl a weary smile sud exteuding botb
lis bauds.

Hardinge bowcd sud at once delivercd lis
despatches. Cramalié lsving rapýidly glanced
over theux, ianded them to lis colleagues, tIen
turning to tIc young officer, ssid:

IlIt is dlean that the storm wlicl lbas leen
gatlering over this province must break upon
Quebec. This is the old city of destiuy. And
we sIali accept our destiuy, Lieutenant," ssid
the Goveruor, rising froru thc table, sud advsu-
ciug towsrds Roderick. "Wc liave not been îdle
duriug your absence. Muel eaule donc in aday
sud a liaf sud we have donc it. Wc bave donc
80 inudlitlat we eau await- the anival of Arnold
witl soie assurance. I sec, liowver, from tIe
despatdhes you bring me, tliat Colonel McLe#n
is in some danger at Sorel. I bad calcuiated on
bis arrivai sud that of Governor Canleton who
kuows our exact position by this time. Sbouhd
they could came to larm, it will go lard with us,
but we wiil do our lest aIl tIe saine."

Hardinge replied tliat lie was exceediugly glad
to hear this, because the people of the upper
country tirougli whidli le lad ridden looked to
Queece for thc ultiniate saivation of tie pro-
vince. It was pretty wcli u derstood that tic
rest of the country was lost.

IlYour despatches make tlistpainfuiiy dean,"
replied tic Governor, Ilsnd increase our respon-
sibility. i rely upon yotn psrticuiarly, Lieutenant.
1 appreciate 50 muudlal tliat you have doue,
tliat 1 look to you for soîetliug more. This is
our lest day, remember."

Our lust day r"
"Yca, Arnold will le at Point Levis to-

morrow.
Hardinge could not lclp smling.
"lYou may well smihe. Your predcetiomi was

correct. i saw Donald Iast night. 11e lad
becu lovcning arouud tIc enemy ail day sud
informed me that by direct andl forced marches
tley would surely le at Levis to-morrow. This
beiug tic case, I have a duty for you to performn.
jBut firat you must take sonie rest."

I will le ready for orders at dayliglit, Your
Ex cellency."

ITeuî o'clock wilile quite carly enougli. If
we worked during the dark we sbould excite too
mcl cuiosity. TIc city is really iguioranit of
wlat is impeuding, tliougi tiere are uîauv ru-
mors. TIc excitenuent of ycsterday lias eu)tirely
subsidcd, sud it would le very unwise to reuew
it. At teui o'clock, therefore , you will quictly
cross tIch otlier side of tlîe river, with two on
tîree of your men, sud under pretence of want-
ing theni for soie service or other-l leave yoîî
Wo imagine &~ plausible pretext-you wili cause
evory species of -embarcation, cauîoe, skiff, fiat-
bôat or punit, W lbe taken over W tlii side. Not
a floating plank must le left at Levis. If Arnold
wants to get over le will have to lew lis boats
out of the treca of the foreat. Donald wil l e
there to assiat you sud may poasibly le iii pos-

tliree or four days of re8pite, for 1 suipose
Donald repeated to you that Arnold lias no ar-
tillery and maust procure boats if lie realiy intends
to attack tlie city. In the interval, we inay look
for Colonel McLean and Goveruor Carleton."

The Lieutenant Governor nodded assent and
ordering tlie subaltern to report to liiwlien
lie work was done, lie dismissed liim to lie
quarters.

When tlie appointed hour carne, Hardinge
set about hie business wliicli he conducted very
quietly and judiciously. In those days every
body living on or near tlie river owned a boat
whidli wâs almost the only conveyance where-
by to readli the markets of Quebec. And tlie
inhabitants had iearned from *the Indians bow
to use tlieir craft with skili, 80 that womeu
were as expert at the oars as men. Those wlio
resided ou the banks of the St. Lawrence
usualiy kept tlieir boats cliained near a littie
liouse on the water's edge, wliere the women
did their washing. The practice is main-
tained to tliis day along many parts of the
river wliicli are distant from large cities and
where there are no ferries. Those who lived a
short distance in tlie interior were in the habit
of drawing their boats a littie way into the woods,
after they liad used tlie, and leaving them tliere
in sonie marked spot till tliey were required

agî.It tlius happened tliat, at tlie time of
whichnl we write, tliere were perhaps no less than
a tliousaud boats witliin a radius of tliree miles

up*aud down from Quebec and on both sides of
te St. Lawrence. Directly opposite the eity

tlere were probably about a hundred, not belong-
ing only to Point Levis, for tliat was tbeîî an
Insignificant village, but mostly to farmers of
tlie neigliboring parislies. Tlie number was
important if. Arnold lad been able to lay liold of
tlie craft, but it gave Hardinge littie or no diffi-
culty to dispose of. Some thirty or forty of theni
tlat were leaky, or otlierwise disabled, lie quietly
broke up, sending the fragments afloat down tlie
river. TIe remainder lie despatched over to the
other ide, at intervals and frorn different points,
with the aid of a dozen men whomn he liad joined
te his party. Operating tIns froid' ten in
the forenoon tilI five in tlie afternoon, li esuc-
ceeded in clearing the south sliore of alI its boats,
witliout exciting undue attention in the city.

He himself came over witli the last canoe,
about twenty minutes after the sun liad gone
down and just as the twiliglit was creeping over
tlie waters. As he neared tlie landing be dis-
tinguislied a female tigure walking very slowly
along the bank. He eould flot be inistaken. It
was slie. A few vigorous strokes of the paddle
having brouglit tlie boat to its destination, lie
leaped ashore and approacled.

Yes, it was Pauline.

xv.
THE «MEETING 0F THE LOVER8R.

Swift as the lightniug'a flash are tlie'instincts
of love. Before a word liad been spoken and
witliout being able to read lier face in the dusk,
Roderick feit in liselieart that Paujine's presence
there was an omen of ill. But, like a true mian,
he smotlieredtlie suspicion and .poke out bravely.

'«Why, Pauline, wliat an agreeabie surprise.
How did you know tliat I bad returued ? I slionld
have sent you word this moruing, but 1 was 80,
occupied that it was impossible.... You probably
heard it froin otliers ... But 1 am so glad to
see you ... How is your father? ... And
you, darling, 1 liope you are well ....

To these words of the young fier, broken
by breathiug spaces so as to edmit of replies,
not an answer weis returned. But when lie had
finisliud, ail tlint Pauline did was to stretcb ont
ber ams and lay her two ungioved bauds in tbe
bsnds of Hardinge, whie lier face looked im-
pioringly intu bis and she iurxnured:

«'O, Roddy, Roddy! "
Tliey were tlien standing alene near the water,

tlie two companions of Roderici. -iaving ascended
to tlie city. Geîîtiy and silentiy, he drew the
y:elding forru toward him until lie could sean
lier features and learu in those eyes, which le
kunew so weli, the secret of lier sorrow. But the
liglit of the eyes was totaliy quenclied in tears,
and the usuaily -riobile face was veiied by a
biank expression of miisery. Hardinge was
thundersti uck. Ail sorts of wiid conjectures
ieaped tlirougb bis brain.

.6Speak to me, l>auiine, and tell me wliat
this nieans,"' be said imploriugly. "'Has any-
tbing befiffien you? Has any oneC injured youl
Or am1I tlie cause of tliis grief ?

Stililiholding ber extended liands clasped in
lis, andicasting r eyes upon til he ground, slie

She abxook lier bead, and looking up at binîi
witli a Bad smule, replied:

" Ah !I1aiso thouglit it was a inistake, but,
Roddy, it is only too true. Tliese two days I
bave brooded over it, snd tliese two niglits. To
day, liearing tliat you liad returned, 1 could en-
dure the burden no longer. I thouglit of writing
to you, but i hadk not the lieart to put tlie ter-
rible injunction on paper. 1 have wandered tbe
wliole sfternoou in the hope of meeting you. 1
waiked as in a dream, feeling indeed that 1 was
doing wrong, but witl tliis faint excuse for my
disobedience, that by telling you of it myseif, 1
would sa are you tlie terribl disgrace of being
driven froni my fatlier's door, if you presented
yourself tliere witliout knowing bis determina-
tion. For myseif sudh a iafortune wouid bave
been a deatl blow. "

Every word went burning to Roderick's lieart,
but lie had to master lis own sgony a moment,
ini tlie effort to suport Pauline wlio bad utterly
broken down . Wen she lad recovered suffi-
cieutly, lie protested tendenly tliat tliere was a
mystery in ail this whidli lie was unabie to
fathoin, and entreated lier to lielp bum discover
it by teiiing him minutely aIl tliat lad liappen-
ed since tliey bad ia.st met. She graduslly
summoued streugtl and cornposure enougli to
do so, nelating in detaitlie scene in Cathedral
sqaree; the arrivai of the Lieutenant Governor'sad-d-camp ; lis deiivering of a letter to lier
father ; the conversation tliat took place between
the latter aud the officer ; lier father's visit to
the Cliatesu ; lis returu tlierefrom ; sud, ne-
lapsing into teara, aIe narrated liow lier fatler
had found lier reading a note from Roderick,
and bow lie lad ordered lier W c ast it into the
lire.

-The youîîg officer did not lose the significance
of a word. At flrst the mystery remaiued as
impenetrabie as ever, but after a wliile a tliread
of suspicion wove itself into lis brain. He
tried to brush it away, lowever, by rubbing bis
baud violently over bis brow sud eyes. It was
too painful. It was too odious. Finaily, lie
asked:

64Didyour fatber give any reason wliy you
yu should burn my note ?"

"'Ah ! Roddy, why do you force me to ssy it ?
Wlien 1 told hi tlat you lad sent liim your
regards, lie repiied ' lie las just sent me Ais
hatel'"'

Tliese wvords solved the mystery. Hardinge
saw tlirough it ail, distiuctiy, sliarply, unniis-
takealuly. He drew a long breatli, sud lis broad
dliest swelled witli the fresl air froin the river.

" Pauline, my dean," lie said with tlat tender
autliority witli whicl a strong man eau minacu-
lously revive a weak, droopiug wornan. I'Pau-
liue, take lieart. It is ail a terrible mistake sud
it will be explaincd. Your father lias suspected
mue of a dreadful t.hing, but 1 amn innocent sud
wiIl couvince liim of it. 1 will se lim tîls very
niglit sud make hitu sud you hiappy-.P

She raised lier lands imploriugly.
"'Fear notliing, darliug, 1 arn as certain as

tlat we are standing here together, that it is
ail a fearful maisunderatanding, sud tliat I will
make it clean to your fatler, in a quarter of
an bour's conversation."

"But why not tell me, sud I will tell hinit"
"Because there are several points connected

witl thie matter witl wlicl. you are not fanîiiiar,
sud because lie mught misconstrue botb your mo-
tives sud mine. No. It is a matter to le settled
between mnuasd man. Besides, it is late and
your absence must îîot be prolonged. 1, too, lave
a military report to make to the autlorities with-
out delay. "

Pauline suffcred herself to be convinced, and
tIc two, after a few mutual words of love which
wouderfuiiy recuperated tieni, lent their way
up Mountain Hill. At thie gate tlîey separated.

"I1 wilh be witli you withiu two lours," sak
Hardinge, as le took thie direction of the Ch&s
tenu.

Pauline stepped into tlie old dhurci on ben
way, sud in its consecrated gloom poured out

a payer at the feet of 11cr whom slie worslip-
ped a the Comforter of the Afflicted. Oonsda-

trix Afflictortem
XVI-

THE ROUND TABLE.

TIere was higli festival at the Chateau St.
Louis. Sieur Hector Théophile Cramalé, Lieu-
tenant Governor of thie Province of Quebèc, sud
Commander of the Forces ini the capital, during
tlie absence of Guy Carleton, Captain Genieral
sud Governor in Chief, was a mian of con7ivial

Iit. He lad for years presided over s cloice
cinclf fnpinda, men of we-alth sud standingy in
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