
Poisons and Poisoners.

The characteristic symptoms of the Irritants are exteme lausep, vomiting,

heat and spasmodic pains of the siomach and bowels, sense of heat and con-

striction about the mouti and throat, and sometimes ulceration of the tongue,
fauses, &c. These are generally f llow, d by violent purging, and excruciat-

ing pains, the skin turning cold and flabby, the pul-e at first hard and

quick, but gradually becoming iiregular and feeble, ind lie countenance dis-

torted and anxious. Cold sweats, the appearance of spotsuponi the skin, and

coxvulsions, are also generailly the harbii.gers of death. These symptoms

are all peculiar to poisoning by arsen.c, wiitout exception, and more or less
to all the other iritants above mentioned.' One of the most unmistakable

characteriMics of deah by this class of poisons is acute inflanmation of the

stomach, a symptom which is said to be peculiar to no known di ease natur-

ally ixcident to the human body.

The operation of the narcotics is eFsentially different f:om ihat of the irri-

tants. The tirst charaetistics are more especially affections of the bra:n,

such as gidditess, vertig.o, headache, obscurity of sight, >tupor, followed by loýs

of power of the volunitary muscles. convulsion,, paralysis, and At last corn-

plete coma. These symptoms, h wever, d ffer considerably under different

circumastances and in different persons, and present many complicated ifficul-
ties in bringing threm home to tieir proper source.

Of the narcotie-acridx, strychnia is at once the mo-t virulent and the
most copmmon. Since its discovury, forty years ago, it has been made to do
terrible service in the hands of the more refin d clas, fp isoners. Jtieffects are

contined to the ganglioic systeix of nerves and the spilial chord ; it destrys

life by exciting, what are terned, tetanic spasins, accompanied not un-

frequ n:ly by lock-jaw, the intellect generally rema ning, however,

enrtirely un ffected. It con-ti utes the vicious princ ple of nearly al poison-

ous plants, such as. ratsbane, [pas-poison, (the Upas tree of Java) urari-the

poison plant of Guian!, &c. The latter is supposed to be that from which

the Ameiican lndians prepared the poison f r their arrows, it having txe

peculiar property of destroying life ahnos! immediately wh n applied to a
wound, altlough it may be taken into the stomach in considerable quantities

vithout any iminedi -te effects.

Stryclhnia ias no doubt been found exceelingly convenient to poisoners

both from the difliculty of u;etection by an :y,,is, andi the very minut- quantity
required to cause death. Such is the virulenc« of this poison that death

has been known to ensue fxom a woman's grating cheese wih a file which


