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The characteristic symptoms of the Irritantsare extreme wauses, vomiting,
heat and spasmodic pains of the stomach and bowels, sense of heat and con-
stiiction about the mouth and throat, and sometimes ulceration of the tongue,
fauses, &e. These are generally f. llow.d by violent purging, and exeruciat-
ing pains, the skin turning cold and flabby, the pul-e at first hard and
quick, but gradually becoming irregular and feeble, and the countenance dis-
torted and anxious. Culd sweats, the appearance of spots upou the skin. and
convulsions, are also generally the harbiigers of death.  These symptoms
are all peculiar to poisoning by arsen.c, without exception, and more or less
to all the other iriitants above mentioned.” One of the most unmistakable
characterisiics of deash by this class of poisons is acute inflammation of the
stomach, a symptom which is «aid to be peculiar to no known di-ease natur-
ally iucident to the human body.

The operation of the narcotics is essentially different fiom that of the irri-
tants.  The tirst charactistics are more especially affections of the bra'n,
such as giddwess, vertizo, healdache, obscurity of sight, ~tupor, followed by loss
of power of the voluntary muscles. convulsions, paralysis, and «t last com-
plete coma, These symptoms, b wever, d fler considerably under different
circumstances and in different persons, and. present many complicated . ifficul-
ties in bringing them home to their proper source.

Of the narcotic-acrids, strychnia is at once the mo-t virulent and the
most common. Since its discovery, forty year's ago, it has been made to do
terrible servicein the hands of the more refin- d clas< « f puisoncrs. It;effectsare
confined to the ganglionic systew of nevves and the spinal chord ; 1t destroys
life by exciting, what are tcrmed, tetanic spasins, accompanied not un-
frequen:ly by lock-jaw, the intellect generally remaining, however,
entirely un.flected. It con-ti-utes the vicious principle of nearly all poison-
ous plunts, such as. ratshane, Upas-poison, (the Upas tree of Java) urari—the
poison plant of Guians, &c. 'The latter is supposed to be that from which
the Ameiican Indians prepared the poison fr their arrows, it having the
peculiar property of destroying life alinos: immediately whn appled to a
wound, although it may be 1aken into the stomach iv consilerable quantities
without any immedi te effects.

Strychnia has no doubt been found exceedingly convenient to poisoners
both fram the difficulty of Getection by an:lysis, ani the very minut- quantity
required to cause death. Such is the virulency of this poison that deaih
has been kuown to ensue fiom a womau's grating cheese wich a file which



