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From the American Mother's Mugaz:ne.
LETTER TO CHILDREN.

My Dear Children—T huve somrthing tosay
to you about respect to the aged It is wot
werely your duty, but it should be your pleas
ure, 10 obey thetr commands, to anticipate ther
wvants, and bestow upon them all the httle acts
of kindness and attenuon in your power.  Huave
you n dear old grandtather or grandmother, or
some aged neighbor?  Oh, how happy you run
make them. ‘I'hough they are so much older
and wiser than you, they have hearts to love,
enjoy, and suffer, as well ns you  Tiiey arc as
well preased with a kind word or deed “as you
are with the toy which cost the friend who
gives it you the merest tnfle  You may ask
them sometimes to enjoy n walk with you,or:f
they are too weak orinfirinto go with you,you can
bring them the sweetest flower you can find, or
tell thetn of the beautiiul things you have seen,
and my word for it, you shall see their wrn
kled faces brighten up with smiles and vary hike:
ly, they will repay you wnh a kiss, or tell you
somo pleasant story. It is, to me, a delightiul
sight 10 'sce_old age and youth clinging to
cach other like the ivy and the ouk ; youth de-
fiving wisdom and strength from age, and age
freshiiess and beauty from youth—the dreariness
of age dispelled, the wiidness of yoxth sofiened
and subdued.

‘Lot me tell you of a little girl I once knew,
afid - ask -you if you would not be sorry to fecl
ag she.did, One day I saw thislitle girldonng
suisthing 1n & (retful and ungeacious nnnner,

«and!Lusked her why shie showed such bad feel
. drigs. : Showgplied ¥ IL1sonly fer grandm. ther”
A’ fow short.anonths nfterward her grandmother
v was laid .io akie cold earth, and Lhcard the liitle
. girl, while recalling to mind the trembhng hand
. the weak step, and the feeble voice of her that
was dead, lawmenting thut she had not been
mote kind te grandmother. When you think
. of the stores-of knowladge and pleasure which
. these whio have lived before you have brought
- within your ¢each-—the long years of toil wh.ch
they have spent on eatth, and that you enjuy
* the Iruits.of their labor—do you not see that it
+ig your duty to be kind to'the aged—to do all
*in your power to make them happy—will you
‘not fejoico-to.improve every opportunity for
- gvincing your:gratitude to them ?

A triend of inine being in the city of B )
--saw a.short distance before him an old man
~walliing with great difficulty, and apparently

very thuch fatigued. He seemed ata loss what
- direction.to take. Rotween my friend and the
old inan, two little gisls, cight or ten years of
- age, waere walking and conversing about the
- old man. “EHow tired he looks,” sail one —
[ wish we could help hum,” suid the other —
~Justihen a young idan passed by, of whom
- the old inan asled. his way to No, 16 _
. street. A hasty answer, which was not at ail
~intelligible, wusthe only reply. In his bewil-
« derment, to old man struck ugainst a post,
and his staff foll from his hand. The largest
. girl sprang forwasd o support him, while the
- other handed him his stufl, saying, * Here itis,
. gir.” w'Phank you, my kind-girls,” said the
- 6ld-man j-*can you direct me to No. 16 ———,
- stree(? . L vame to the city to-dayto visit my
. son—wishing ‘to -surprise him, I did not send
word ~that'l was coming. 1 am a stranger
here, and'linve been.a walking for a long time
to no purpose”  “Oh, we will go with you sir;
mothersaid we might-walk for an hour, and we
- can as well walk that way as any other.—
- ¢ God bless you, my'kind girls," snid the old
man; 1 -awn sorry to trouble you #Oh("
replied the little girls, “1tis no trouble: we
love old folks,-and love to do them a faver.’—
‘T'hey-nt dength brought him oppo.ite the house
which he-sought, and he was disinissing themn

but ey said, " ‘Wo must cross the street with,

you, lest the carringes run over you" What
a deliglitful body-guard were these kind children
As they separated, the old man said, “If you
ever visit Berkshire county, come to the house
of John"B— ——, and you shall have as hearty
n welcome, and as gocd entertainment, as a
‘Massechusetts farm-house can afford.”

“You can-imagine, perhaps, how happy these
givls-were in the'consciousness of having done a
good deed, though it cost themn so little effort
Little did they imagine that they should beheld
up-as-examples:to others; but'l am suré that
you will strive to imitate them, that you may
enjoy the luxury of doing good My dear chil
dren, the: palsied: step, the tottering limbs, may.
one day’bé yours “You are now young aud
active, and frash with lile—sn was that old man
mce—but old.agecame -and took away his
youth and -sprightliness, and time may spoil you
of your activity and viger. and yowmay be-
come as much in need ofthe kindness of others
as was this-6ld an Do then to others asvou
would have them -do to you—be kind to the
aged that youdany in your turn receive kind
ness when old age and infir:nity come upon vou
‘Your affectionate friend, J 3. N,

Prom the Awnericun Motherst Magazne.
' PROVOKE ‘NOT WRATH.
1t 18 remarkable that'the Apostle Paul, in
his epistles addressed- tc-the-Ephesians and the
Colossians, nses the same individual expression.
# Yee fathers provoke not your children. to wrath.”
In-one epistiehe adds: a:redson for this injunc.
tion, “lest:they be discouraged.;" in the other

a counsel as w the nght wanua of coodudimg
the education of youth, *briwy them up in the
nurture and adinomvien of the Lord " Know
ing as we do, that Seripture s given fur reprool
as well o3 for mstructior, and, “piven by holy
men as they were moved by the Fluly Gitiost)!
wo tave good reason o concude dhat Chins
tan parents In those davs of jrinntve rebygion
were in the habit of provuking therr ehildren 1o
anger, and needed cautton sed feprool - that
respect  And who that enters the fumbies of
these days, but will find that St Panl wiote
with the pen of inspiraton ! Who that can
took with imparual eye on tae domestie seene,
as we inay suppose the Aposte to have done,
not huving takea upon inmselt the vows of hus
band and father, will not see much 1 parents
o condenn in regard to mmnitestations of tem
per, and ebutlitions of wrath m thew offspring ?
Let us instance some of the ways i which pa
tents provoke their chtdren to wrath,

Ist. By iV munaged reproof  Parents may
not suffivtnntly ingmire inte canses of 1nscon
duct or the degree of temptation presented ; they
may reprave the innocent for the guilty, or be
stow upon the offender an unmeriied amount of
rensure  Above afl, parents mny not inquire
into the motives of action by whirh alone the
Lord judges  Often have 1 sren the hitle brow
overcast at one or all thase causes, and as often
have L mouroed, that n pavent should himsell
cause s ciild to violate the fifth camnmand-
ment A parent may also arouse anger the
hreast of his child by the manner of his reproof
How beanuful is the unage ol God in mnn —
how [ tove that mman, wh+, hke his Maker, is
long suffering and slow to anger!  But hov
different 1s often the case  'I'he brow of the
parent 1 clonded at the simallest error; clouds
walher—the storm bursts  ‘T'he child too is
worti). and he burns in self defence ; but the
tongue is bound, und the fire burns deeper with-
m—>asg face answereth to face, so the heart ol
nan to man  What erring parent whea he
r flects upon his past derelictions in this respect.
but will-mourn to have transmitted his unholy
pas.ious to the breast of his offspring, and will
ery  Deliver me from blood-guiliiness, O God.
thou God of ny sajvation” The tinely use ol
the rod sefdom causes anger 1a the breast of a
child, for the means of God’s own appointing,
he will bless, But the use of the rod in a pas
sionate state of mind, will usdoubtedly commu.
nicate the same temper to children ; und it is
remaiked by teachers of youth, that no children
are so absolutely incorrigible as those who have
been severely and passionately deait with by
their fathers, Beautiful and full of meaning 1s
the expression of the Psalmist, * Like as a
futher pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear him ®  Our children are part of
ourselves ; they -inherit our depraved nature;
they are ourselves in mininture, and are repeat
ing-those errors and follies-which, if we would
look back a few years, we would see in our-
selves

2d. Too frequent fault finding is a common
cause o] anger in children, They imbibe the
idea that is unpossible to please their parents;
vvery reproof only strengtens 1l is conviction, till
at Jast, yielding to discouragemeht, they seek
their happiness in the society of others, und be
cotne careless of the approbation of their na-
tural protectors.

DOMESTIC PEACE.
Pert to a father! Crocs to a mother!
Rude to a sister ! Proud to a brother!
What traits 1ue these for children to possess !
Who, such a child, could love or catess ?
Nothing in the wile woild is so pleasant to

behold as a loving family. ‘This was intended
to be the happiest place on earth.  When our
‘flest parents were forined, it was to make each
other happy, and when children weic given to
them, it was to increase their happiness by
sharing it with others who were bone of their
-hone and flesh of their flesh. God has chosen
the family relation to represent his kingdom —
He speaks of himself as our father, and tells
us, when we pray to him. to say, * Qur Father
‘which ait in heaven "' He speaks of those who
love and obey him as his childreu—his sons and
daughters—adopted into his family, and made
his heirs.  He teaches us to regard our fellow
:men as brethren, and heaven as our final and
‘happy mome  In all these descriptions however,
it inust he that peacefut as well as happy home
ds'meant. We have seen houses or rooms in
which a father, and mother, and brothers, and
si1sters lived.whose temnper and conduct towards

vach other would lead us to think of anything |

rather than ‘happiness Loud and, harsh, and
sometimes profane words; sullen looks, selfish
and cruel acts, cries and blows; these and other.
things like them, remind us of that dreadful
place to which all the wicked will go at last,
and where no kind word, or look or thought,
will ever enter! Is your home as happy as you
wish-it to by, young friend? If not, can you not
do-something to muke.it happier !

Punctualily —"This virtue is the soul of
business. Its-exercise is an -element of socal
marality ; its violation an outrage upon society
And yet, wkile fow transgressions’ nre more
mischievous and commonly practised. fow er-
rors.are: more verdily excused and avcounted of
more lightly.  Whoso iz guilty in:this matter;
let him cullivate - forecost; and he -will reap 2
rich reward. Ha will find few helps-in hi§ way

more- timely aid -effectun).

Geographic and Ilistoric.

ORIENTAL SCENES.
MAHOMET AND HIS CRCED.
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Concluded from page 330.

In the cavern near Mecca, where the pizeon
had st ehiered bim frons the Koreshites, e comn-
piled that Koran, which displayed such won-
devut kaowledge of lounan pature  These
revelitions were writen by his disciples on shoul
der bludes of mutton and on pal feaves, and
the chapters, buth ammal and vegetable. were
plaerd wdisermiately in a chest, belonging to
one of s wives It was not until twe years
after the death of the Propliet that these wnit
mgs were transeribed and collected into a vol
ume by Abubeker, the successor of the divive
editor

Lt is the fashion of the illuminated minds of
the present day to find out wonders of eloguence
wd novelty, and meaning, in whit that dull
race of men. our foretathers, found trite, or bom-
bastic, or sbscure, ‘The Koran is new eulo-
gized by Europeans in terins that might wake
4 Muslem conceited | yet T am free to confess
that, having labored through “ns incoherent
thupsodics,” from the chapter of the “Cow” to
that *of Men,” 1 am only astomshed at the
strength of favaticisin that could disul.meaning,
or a fauh, out of its incoherrnt pages.

[ will not attemnpt to enter wtu the doctrines
that Mabomet mculcated, either in this Kotan.
or tn the Sonna, or oral luw, Its leading prin-
ciples are prayer, alins, and fasting . the first
Lrings the Moslem half way to God ; the secund
to the door of his palace ; and the third obtains
i adimttance. Cleanliness 1s the key tu
prayer, wo4 -he purity of the body must typify
inat of the imind ~ perhaps it does ; nevertheless,
the Moslemn is the filthiest of nunkind, though
lie washes his hands and beard three timnes a
day.  Abstinence and fasting are rigidly en
juwed; but there is no limit to the hareem —
Clarity involves at least a tenth of the Mos.
lem's 1mcome being spent in alwms.  There
wie, moreuver, parochial institutions for desti-
tute dugs, and asylums for houseless cats ; yei
the Moslemn will cheat his father, if his father
does not anticipate him; and woe to the orphan
or the stranger who is dependent on a Mosleui's
honesty, or the justice of a Cadi's court |

This.dishonesty, it is true, is not to be laid
tu the account of the oran's precepts directly ;
but when that Koran Jesuttically justifies fulse.
hood towards enemy, or even wife, veracity
ceases 1o extst, and ntegrily of conduct cannot
long.survive.

It s true that the most religious Moslem is
at best a Phurisee,; that he 1s only rehigious
towards.his co-religionists ; that there is noth-
ey cutholic w his Inith ; that, with all lus ab-
stinenve, sensuality is allowed ; that his-para
dise 18 one of gluttony and eye-debght : yet Ma-
hometanisin 2lains the first and highest place
amongst uningpited religions [t proclaimned
the unity of God, and-inculcated entire resigna.
tion to his will. In ns passive-quality, it was
eminently the religion of ¢ndurance; n ns-ae
uve.quality, it was, beyond all other, the reli.
gion of conquest. Intended us u menstruum in
which all other faiths were to-be-fused, 1t endea.
vored-to concihiate the Jew by adoptug the
Patriarchs ; the Sabran, by admitung genrand
starry intellgences; the corrupt Chiustianity
which.it encountered, by as-erting the divine
mussion of Christ, the existence of purgatory,
and of o Paraclete, which was Mahomet hun-
selt.

it is to be observed-that Maliometanism 1s
tuch more latitudinanan in Iigypt, than 1o
Syria, Asia.Minor, and Persia; yet even. here
the devoulness of its professors, and the umver
sality of its operation. is.very striking, and has
aiven rise to the followiug eloqueat vbserva.
uuns by a recent author :— For 1y awn-par,
| never experienced a strongcer impr 8sion thau
the fiist day I speat:in: a-Mabomctan country .
itis like returuing at one step to the uld dispen.
sition ; to the condition of mankwd, standing,
without mediation, without sympuihy, aiore,
beneath the will aud inight of God. "Lhere the
-whole lite goes on inthe distunct presence of the
Luvisible ; there prayer is no mental process.
‘but a plain act of dutiful service, a inere obe.
dience of the laws and condinuns of existence
there reverence is-the distinction -between man
and the inferior animals; and the scofler and
the scornes woul | he rebels against the cuininon
sense and decency of mankind.”
Mhometauism was the child of the sword,
the soldier was its Priest; its existence. depend-
ed on its advancement: when at.stood still, 1t
languished. Strictly eastern in.the rites wud
Atie habits of thought that it prescribed, it never
was adapted to advance amongst a nurihery
prople.  Had Mahomet succeeded in conciliat-
ing the Jaws, it would have tnaterially aliered
the character of the East, by consolidating their.
strenuous character with that of the volatile
‘Arab, and rendering uniform the eastern faith.
It is evident that his keen vision .perceived-the
itportance of .the conversion ot the Jews, and
perhaps he was led towards their creed.by his
zeal for the unity of the Deity and his abhor-
rence of ‘idolatry. ‘Bat the descendant of Ish-
mael, of whose pure blood the Koreish. prided
thenselves -in being, was never ta.coplesce with
the children of the promise. “'Thy hand,
ageinst theirs’ was not spoken in vain three

{thousind years before, and was fulfilled when

e children of Abrabam soornlully iejected
even to the denth, amalgamation with the L),
maelite  Iad they cone othierwase, gl hy.
man prebabiliny woeuld Jorosalew have beey
restored, and the Hebrews becomne once more a
people , bud o mizhiuter hanu porated to a dyffer.
entssue  The same obabiae, that had e
ected the Sun of Hoenven wmowred the hatred
ot hus tue , and the few s devornd by Muhomet
w destruction i tlus walld, and damnation 1y
the next  Spicttual warlare tound bo arenn iy
the s ol the combatans  'Lhe monticigm
of the Booran vever came o mental eollision
with the tieree Lath that chivairy had evolved
from the Gospel of peace

But even the eonversion of the Jews to [s.
lanusim would not have altered the relations of
the Moslemn with Chist udom, or ade any
diflerence 1n the 1esult of the batle of Tours,
It would, perhiaps, be bigotry 1o aseribe to Chuts.
vanty, sieh as was then praciised, the check
that the Baravens experienced 1w Busepe ; but
the vehement and tinn will and iron viger of
the Norwan prevailed over the wild enth usiasm
and unconnected activity of the Onental.—
However strong 1o numbers, and poweilul in
resources, every expedition of the Saracen was
a mere expansion of the foray of an Arab tribe,
I'he Moor was, ns he desenibed bunself, a thun-
der-bolt of war; but the dlond thut bore it must
move on, or be dissnlved  When the Moslen
reached France on the sowth, and Hungary on
the east, he encouutered that stern northern
race to whom the conquest of the world seeins
allotted  Bufiled and thrown back on Barbary
and the Bosphorus, the tide of 1slam, that must
ever either flow or ebb, had turned  From that
hour, it begun to shrink, and is new rapidly
subsiding mto the patrow channel wheuce it
oveyflowed.

Would that we could find a pure and uniform
faath following wpon its vetiring vide, as the har-
vest pursues the receding Nite ! As yet there
appears little probability of such a result; but,
come what may, it 13 consolatory to believe
that the openod eyes and expanded hearts of
men will never more submit tc the Moslem’s
creed, in whose path has followed, like its sha-
dow, oppression, insecurity, poverty, and intoles-
ance.

It is not, however, by convession that Islam-
isin is on the decline. % Moslein once, Moslein
ever,’ is a provetb among the Greeks. His
very being 1s identified with his faith ; it is in.
terwoven with every action of his life ; 1t is the
source of all his pride, hope, and comlort —
Amongst us, too generally, our religion %is of
our hfe a thing apart:” with the Moslem it
seems inseparable.

Inquire of the historian, the traveller, or even
of the Missionary, what number of conversions
have talen pluce among that people on whose
soul, fiomn their very ialuney, the fanh of the
Prophet and the scorn of the Christian scens
stamped indehbly,snd they willanswer, “None.”
Lt 1 ovly, thep, with a failing population that
this war laith scems to farl s Ubi solitudinem, pa-
cem. 'Fhen comes the Greek, or the Ronan
Catholic, or the Jew, who multiply apace; and
the same belief in destiny that once carried the
Moslem over the world irresistibly, now bids
hun submit t extinetion or emigration.

The Egyptian Moslem presents all the evil
results of lus religion i a stribing manuer, with
little admixture of its better qualtties, except the
resigoation, the hospitality, and courteousness
that it enjoins; 1o which must be adde, respect
to grey huirs, and filial reverence.  The num-
bers of the Moslem in Egypt is one million sev-
en hundeed and fifty thousand, inclading Turks
and Nubians.

VALUE OF TEACIHUNG-TALENT.

No men are more jusily entitled to fur prices
than truly quabbed and competent eachers.—
Aud this, not barely vecause of the value of
what shey give 1 return, but becavse ot the
great outlay of tune and mouey: neeessa-
ry to.prepate o1 therr profession, Suine teachs
ers have spent A dozen years in preparation,
and. have laid out mwany thousand dollars; a
capiial of ume und money sufficient to have
‘made thein nch. i merchandise, orat-any me-
chancal art. Few persuns can esumate the
value of things, where the resulis-are produced
:with case, and in a moment.  They nust see
:the labor performed  Must can readily believe
that a rarlroad, n-canal, or a slup, is. werth all
tthe mouey asked forit; butcaunot undesstand.
avhy a painting or 2 statue should be held :at
many thowsand- dollats; nor .can they but be
‘amazed that Paganini should expect twenty
iquineas or a-single tuue perfurmed on the vio-
din 1 A plain, bul frash-hearted and scosible
Jarmer ouce called at the office ol a celebiated
iChief Justice in the South, and asked him @
ivery itypurtant guestivg, that could be answered
in an iustanl, categorically— yesor noe * No,”
was prompily returned.  The farmer was well
satisfied. The decision waswouth to himmany
thousand dollats,  And now the client; about
to retire, asked the lawyer the charge for the in.
formatiop. “‘l'en .dollarsy” replied he. “Ten
‘dollars!” ejaculated the -astonished farmer;
“ten dollars | for-saying No?” Do you see
‘these rows of books my friend,” rejoined .the
‘Chief Justice,” %1 have spent many years.in
reading them, and studying their contests, to
answer No  «Right ! right,”" responded .the
thonest farmer, * right! 1 cheerfully pay:theten

‘dollars.”



