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rTHE PREMIER SPEAKS.

Hon. Theodore Davie, Premier and
Attorney General, has been over on the
Mainland. e weut into the Kootenoy.
thence to Cariboo, and, at the latterend of
Jast week, was at Chilliwack, where, on
the occasion of the agricultural exhibition,
he was the guest of the society at a public
banquet, where he responded to the toast
of * British Columbia.” One can readily
understand why he s}ould repeat, in re-
gard to the Chilliwack country, that it
was *‘ the garden of the province,” remark
ing that if its example were emulated, a
stop would soon he put to the sending
away of such enormous sums of money
for the purchnse of agricultural and horti-
cultural products., e raid-and, from
whatt we learn, he in no way was guilty of
exaggeration that the provinee is not
barren nor is it short of good land, there
being in Cariboo alone thousands of ucres
Iying ready for the plough.  He observed
that all that was wanted was nnarket {or
what the soil produces.

As we all of us know, there is no lack of
markets, the ditticulty being to conncect
the point of supply with that of demand.
Mr Davie, early in his speech, intimated
that the advancement and prosperity of a
country is largely ¢ue to the Government.
While fuliy agreeing with this, sight must
not be lost of the fact that the membersin
opposition to that Government are Iargely
responsible in that divection, for an ignor
ant and non-prouressive hody that makes
it ity business to unduly ceriticize and
obstruct Ministerial measures can do a
great deat towards tyving the hauds of
those who, for the time, are charged with
the conduct of allnirs. A< has heen said,
in this province particularly, onc of the
needs of the country is an extended and
well railway system, an essential feeder
to which, as a matter of course, are proper
hichiways (0 counncct the interior farms
with those railways,

The difirent Govermments of the
province, as well as private enterprise,
have dona considerable work in this diree
tion, and anunually, as settlers come in,
these are being improved and extended.
It is trie, however, as somie hinve con
tended, that while these highways have
been made atongside some peoyle’s farmes,
the wants of others have not been pro
vided for, political reasons having had
something to «o with soie cases of ne
glect in this particular.  These atleged
instances of political favoritism from time
to time have formed the subject of discus.
sions in the Legislature, the tongue of

with respeet to them., As to railways,
however, the Premier said, swhen at Chilli-
wack, that irrespective of any party what-
ever in the Legislature, there has been a
unaunimous desire on the part of all sides
in every way of political opinion to assist
rafbwavs, It will, no doubt, he ndimitted
that this ananimity hus prevented the line
being drawn even when common senseand
the antecedents of their promoters dic-
tated such a course.

The Premier enumerated some of the
cnterprises that the Government were
aiding, or were about to aid, resuming
that the ohject of the Government was to
aid in the operatingg of all railway enter.
prises which are likely to be of a1 profit-
able character, and which can be done
without impairing the (inances or the
credit of the coantry. There wasa certain
amount of vagueness in Mr, Davie's re-
marks, but for this he promised to make
up on some future occision, But, having
gone as far as he did it was only reason-
able to have expected that he might have
gone a little further. the address whicl
had been presented to him during the day
and whi~h he mude the text of hisafter
dinuer specch, having in its reference to
railways been suflicieutly comprehiensive,
FFor instance, he referred tocertain enter-
prisesof the C. . R.,, and others with
whose promoters that company was in
thorough accord, while not 4 word did he
suy as 1o the important enterprise whose
charter had been extended for another
year and from which the province has been
led to expect so much,  Railways the pro-
vince nust have; but the lessous of tke
past as to the parties with whom the
country was dealing and the feasibility of
the prospects they are promoting must
not be forpzotten  \We heartily cudorsea
vigorous nd wise railway policy as the
great hope of British Columbia,

To revert to the subject of agriculture
with which the First Minister dealt at
some Jengih it is caleulated to astonish
one’s wenk nerves to have agnin placed in
cold print the fact that some 2,800,000 is
annually poing out of this country for
what ought 1o be preduced in it Agrie
culture certainly needs encouragement,
but are we going to work in the way best
caleulated to stimulate it ¢ The Prewmicr
was congratulaied by the people of Chilli-
watek on the increased attention that the
Goveranment was beginning to give to
agricaliure.  This remark “begiuning to
wive” is somewhat uf a retlection upon pre-
ceding Covernments and upon that of
which Mr. Davie himsell was a member.

As we pointed out some months ago,
ceven after the admianistration had taken
steps to prevent the alicnation of valuable
public Iands by mere speculators the no-
tices in the P'rovincinl Gasellc attested
the inunense tracts of the Lest and niost
available property of which the adminis-
tration was daily disposcessing itself in
the interestsof land mrabbers who pere
haps more regularly, but none the fess
disgracefully than did the Oklalioma
boomers, swooped down upon and wereal:
towed to take possession of the lands on
which they had set their eyes. There are
most cerlainly thouxands of acres of land
lying ready for thie plough, but they are
far, far away, and what is ncar at hand is

the bulk of it held for speculation, Mr,
Davie fnstanced Curiboo as a part of the
province in which land is plentiful, but
that is o longg way ofl.  Moreover, it was
snid that already there are many large
furns there and the furmers produce very
large cropx, and theldifticulty is that while
in some years they have n market more
than suflicient for the whole of the wheat
they raize, in other ycars their products
simply lie in the barn, and they can't get
rid of them. It is manifest, therefore,
that the policy in the meantime must be
roads and railways, for without them it is
impossible to develop either our mineral
or axricultural resources.

C. P. B EXTENSION.

Superintendent Whyte, of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, recently announced the
completion of L .¢ “*Soo™ road, to receive
traflic for transportations over this
road, Though the “Soo" extension is not
primarily a local road, it will have some
local value in opening upa new district
in south-enstern Assiniboia, which asyet
is practically without population. The
road has been built to give the Canadian
Pacific short and direct route between
central western states points and the Pa-
cific const. The Canadian road hud hand-
fed considerable trallic to and from Chi-
cag0, Paul, Minneapolis and other
points south, aud the Pacific coast. This
trafliccame via the Great Northern to
Winnipeg, and thence westward to the
coast via the Canadian Pacific. With tne
extension of the Great Northera to the
coast, it became necessary for the Cana-
dian Pacific to secure some other meaus
of reaching cities south of Winnipeg, in
order to hold the coast traflic. This, in tlie
opinion of the Winnipeg Commercial, has
been done by the extension of the Min-
neapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie
railway northwestward from alinne-
apolis, across thoe  states of Minne:
sota and North Dakota to the Cana.
dian boundary, and thence continuing
in a northwesterly direction through
southern Assiniboiaa junction with the
miin line of the Canadian Pacific.  The
road enters Canadian territory at a point
which has been named Staling, a few
wiles south of the new cozl mining town
of Lstevan, and conmnccts with Canadian
acific Railway main linc at Pasqua, west
of IRegina. It will give the Canadian
Pacific a much shorter route between the
Pacific coast aud Minneapolis, St. Paul,
ete,, than the route formerly used via
Winnipeg. As the*Soo” line extends
castward from St. Pau) and Minneapolis
to Sault St. Marie, connecting there with
the Algoma  Uranch of the Canadian
Pacitic, it practically means that the Caua-
dian Pacific is given an alteraate rowwe
between the cast and the west, south of
Lake Superior, in addition to the rouwte
north of this lake.
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COMMERCIAL BANK.

Lhe contest over the appointment of a
permancent liquidator of the Gommercial
Bank of Manitoba has been decided Wy
Judge Killam. Mr. Ferguson, forierls ol
the Merchant's IBaunk, and who has acted
a3 provisional liquidator, reccived the ap-
pointment of permanen, chiel liquidator,



