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MEN, WOMEN, ANDTHINOS IN CENERAL.
* Thomas 'Wentwortb Jiigginson, in one of his sensible articles on

£lW~ornen a.ad M\en" in Ha rper'siazaar, specifies sorne obstacles in women's
wvay to useful and rcmunerative employmient, whichbc regards as «"remov-
able.*' One of these is social pride. "lA young man when he lias his

* living to make, ordinarily puits bis pride in bas pocket ; a young wonaan does
riot, and this is a very great difference. . h.I is a distinct advantage
in cmploying a >'oung nian, that he can be called on for anything; lie con-

sidcrs that hie SOlIS nie his time and does not trouble hiimself to consider
whether the service is nienial or not, h e is aiot sensitive as to wfhat door
he cornes in b>', or suspicious as te the manner in îhich the servants treat
him. ofe a 'voman is thoroughly gifted witlî good sense the saine as
truc ofher. . .. Woman can neyer compete with man in the labor
market ex'cept by putting social pride, as lie does, into temporary retire-
mient."

There is much trutlî as ivell as good sense in these reniarl:s, as there
is in most of what ïNr. Higginson writes. Mis criticism is enforced by the
statements of a Washington correspondent who recently investigated the
working of the Civil Service tliere. In sonie of the Departments a quali-
fying examinatdon is prescribed, and, on the testimony of a member of the

Examiining Commission, wonicn stand this test on the average better than
tmen do. (hi the otiier lîand, the chief of one of tlîe bureaus gives a nurn-

ber of reasons why an are generally preferrcd to ivomen as clerks, ira
1'spite of the capacity of the latter for faner work in rnany uines, such as
tcopying. W~oniîen, lie says, ]ose more aime by sickncss than men do, and

whien they are ailing tbey clicit miore spmî'-atlîy.and cause more work to be
throvn on others. "Thien-you do not care to boss a w'oman around like
yoù would a tain, or scold lier if she should fail to do lier îvork. And
then there arc: women "'ho will flot stand being reprînîanded, and talk back
te you sivigcly and then subside into a speli of the sulks tliat will last
several day. All of this is vtr' u-npleasant, and it does flot occur often
with the m.ale clerks. .. Another reason is that women stirup more
trouble in the offices thami men ; they gossip more and (aIl out mlore wath
each other, and at tiiese tinies nike themselves generally disagrecable to

ail the clerks in the room. Occnsionilly a lady <'lerk ivill tbroîv the whiole
rooni in anr uproar about somc trifliîîg thing that a man would neyer give

a tliotglit to. Again. an occasional flirtation lîetwcen the clerks will give
tas trouble." Tiiere trc sonie obstacles in women's way tlîat, as Mr. l-lig-
ginson imiplies, are not itemovable, sucli as want of physical strengtb, tlîe
incuanbrance of dress, etc.; but tliesc arc obstacles oîîîy in certain lines of
enipleyment. lt is to be regrettedl that their usefulness in other lines, such
as correspondence, bookkee>ing, copying, drawiaig, etc., slîould be marreci
by defects like tiiose specifled above. Time will, no doubt, eliminate these
defects, but tlais process aîîay be grcatîy hastcîîcd by judicious home train-
ing. Every mother sbould bring up lier daugbtcrs to think that no labc,r,
however menial, is undigxaificd, and if she succceds in doing tlîis slîe wvill
have given theni a nîost v'aluabIe education whlatever their other acconi-
plishnîcnts may be. The position of a domestie servant is just as honor-
able, and suc. Id be as lîiglîly honored, as that of a governcss or a clerk.

David Dudlcy Field bas been inaking soie curious calculations te
showv the amotint of <me and money wasted by unnccessary words in
ordinary legal documents. Judge Fullerton, anotber eminent New York
Iawyer, takes the sie view, and adds tbat any lawyer lias a riglît te con-
struct the simplest forins possible (or legal instruments, their present tau-
tologies and periphrases being simply worthless rclics of a bygone age.
Much bias been donc of recent years te simplify the language and fcrin of
lcyal instrunients in Ontario, but mucb more might be accomplisbed. A
layman is tempted te isk whletlier Judge Fullerton's statemiatt bolds good
of this country a. w~ell as tlhc United States.

An eminent prornoter of the "lLaberal Temperance Union"I argues
strongly, in a late nuiniber of the JVeek, in favor of requiring a niajurit> uf
ail tlîe voters in a county for tlîe adoption of the Scott Act. Speaking
of the large number of people îwbo do flot vote at ail tac says:

''Thors wlio thus abstsîiaacd from voting cianot have been in favor of the
law ; nt ail eventa tlîuy caîlmnot hmavo renadîcd that, degrce of conviction winchî
alomie ivili juatify a main in iniapoiiag a auaîîîatuary law upoma bis iieiglibora."

There arc only t«%-o wîays of describing the potiition of those who caîl
the Scott Act a sumptuary law : eitlier tbcy hav'e neyer looked inte the
provisions of tbe Act, or tlîey do flot know thc mcaaiing of the terni
"4sumiptuary." Tlae Act an question is flot a sumptuary but a police
measure, and is intcnded te protect the community a!!aiîîst crime and
pauperism, flot te prescribe wbat raen and wonien shahl eat, or drink, or îwear.
It dees flot forbid a man te drink alcoholic liquors ; it only enabies the'
majority in a given lcclity te say te those ina the traffac : 'lAfter a certain
iaitcrval you shaîl flot continue te seIl in our midst a substance wiiich by
increasing pauperismn adds te our burc!ens, and îvhicli leaves us at the îîaercy
of aren îvhom it lias temiporarily depriv'cd of their reason."

It is possible under thie Scott Act, for tîmose who want it, te have ail the
liquor tlîcy can consume, but <becy must get it in some locality wh'erc the
Act is" net in force and must use it ina private. This shows clcarly that tlîe
law ivas flot aimed at drinking per se, but at the public exhibition aand sale
of the liquor in places vher<z otlier attractinis hure tlîe victiva, aand help <o
enthrall hlm. The Act inay or may aîot prove effective fur tlîe purpose
intendcd, without the correctness of the above description being hiable to
challenge, lis text speaks for liseif, anid sol do all the efforts mrnùe to
enforce it. A law a 'gainst driaing wouhd net bc a sumptuary lav unless
the intention were te regulate <lie cost of living; but tlae Scott Act is net
even a law agninst drinking. It is a latw against selling.

M. J. C. Jeaffreson, who soaîîe time ago, explored the unsavory record
of Lord Byron's lîfe, bas been doing a similar ungracieus servace for the
meniory of Shclly. He niakes the peet eut te be an outrageous liar, mean
in disposition, base ina lus relations te womcn, and dangerous an bas frce-
love teachings. It is necdless te say <bat if <lias indac<ment is truc it will
induce many admnirers of the ethercal peet te shatter their idol. It is
doubtfuh w~hether work of the kind Mr. Jeaffreson is engiged in serves aray
use!u nI urpose. l'lie poet lîad better bc left te impress bimself on bis
reader <hrough the medium of bis works, and tbe author of the " Skylark,"
the IlSensitive Plant," the IlCloud," and above ail the Il Adonais," cannoa
have been cntirehy abandoned te evil. There arc vcry fcw hives wvbicli will
bear microscopic inspection, and it is flot cahculated te improve and clevate
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