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EGYPTIAN REGOLLEQTIONS.

BY REV, K, By STIMSON, 3ML.A.

“ Esverything inthis world ls a  tangled yarn; we
taste nothlog in its purity ; wo do nod remaln twe
motnents in thesameo state. Our affections, as woil
ag our bodles, are o a perpotus! change

Thosmall accouat wo gaso of the Khorlive's
yacht, aod tho nshering in of Eastor Sunday
mornlng brought uy up to the time when we
propesed to tako the train for Cairo, ono
handred and thirty-fivo miles diatant; but
thoro was a deaire unsatisfied with us to see
a little moro of the ruins of Forts Adaand
Pharos and to meot Iate in tho evening again
one or two gentlemen who alono could give
us auch fnformation respeoting the main ob-
joct of our visit to Igypt as would accelerate
its attalnment, With theso v..shes provail.
ing with us we asked Doctor Riordan and
hi» wife, both of whom were inspired with
a lovo of making travel a medium for obtaia-
ing and impartinginformatlon, to accompany
us as the afternoon was drawing to a olose,
to the sca side where the Forts were. On
the way down we passed an Arab school,
having in it about five and twenty children
from the ages of seven and eight years to
fourtoen and fifteen, No doubt the young
people of our owncountry will think it strange
when we toll them that these pupils of Ma.
homet had nv well swept floors and polished
seats and desks, with good black-boards
arranged upon the walls of the room asar-
ticles of furniture conatructed with an espo-
cial eyefor usefulness. Nothing of thekind
was to be scen. The floor was of well dried
clay, and this with little board tablets about
sixteen inchen long and nine or ten inches
wide painted black, made up the sum total
of the appendages supplied to the children.
The_teacher was dressed with » turban upon
his head, no atockings, bat sandals upon hi8
fest, loose, baggy, cotton drawers, a tunic,
and a girdle about his loins, The children
posseased but a trifling share indced of this
worla’c goods to grace their pristine condi-
tion,—some of them, indeed, owned notbing
more than atwine string and a fig-leaf while
others manifested a long narrow picce of
cotton wound about their waists.

They sat upon the floor tailor-fashiop,
holding before them their tablets of wood,
upon which wore writton quotations from the
Koran ; and swaying themselves hrckwards
and forwards, io a loud voice together they
repeated, for the purpose of committing to
memory, the prescribed toxts. Generally
they have a great dislike to baving Christ-
ians look in upon them in & casnal way, and
o8 a token of their dlslike andto insult tho
Christian they will spit upon the floor, In
this inatance they omitted the ceremony of
apitting and quietly looked upon us with
their large bla- k glistening oycs—their bair
the whilo falliog unkompt straight down
about their necks and over their shouldors:

It is possiblo we were sparcd the scene of
spitting on a personal accout; for it turned
out that tho teacher hed an old and imper-
fect Koran which he wishhed ua to buy at
tho moderate price ~f about twenty dollars.
TWe declined his proffored book anc hasten.

ed on to
FORT ADA.

This fort s aurrounded by a wall enclosing
an arss of abont ten acres of land. To the
left as you pass through tho gatca was aitu.
ated tho magazino from which hoth forta wore
suprlicd with powder. Tho room was part-
ly cut cut of the solid rock and otherwiso
protectod by aroof of timber, stono and earth
five or six feot in thickness.

During the bombardment, one mile and »
hall outsldo in doep water the position was
held by a squadron consisting of the **Sa-

floxible.” Quno of these ships throw a aholl
which penotrated the roof of the magazine,
and burset, igoiting the powder and blowing
tho wholo structuro into atoms, at tho same
time destroying two hundred and fifty or
three hundrod Arabs. The debrisat the mo
ment of our arrival was being in part ro-
moved, and the romaius of the slain native
goldicra wero oxposed to view. The clothing
of ono of tho dead soldicrs was taken off and
kept by us asa memento of tho sad sceno.
Among other rulns we found copper tubes
used as conductors of slow matches for bomb-
sholls whea thrown fro'n the ships, and bruss
cupa containing oi.arges for quns,

Insido of a small room ad,acont, used at
ono time priorto the bombardment by Arabi
Pasba asan oflico, wo fuund a Robecea jar,
in which drinking water was held, and ,
lamp belonging to the Pacha, together with
considerable correspondonce in Arabic relat.
ing to the conduot of tho troops, This cor-
respoudence, if interpreted, might disclose
some of thoe sccrets necessarily conveyed to
the oflicers of the army.

With careful steps wo groped through im
menso fissures in the walls, made by destruc-
tive shells, until we reached the sea sido,
where gentle ripples now peaccfully ki sed
the shore, and invited us to gather up flowers
of moss, each holding parasite shells varying
in sizo, shapo and color,

With a brilliant but warm glow the sun
began to sink where tho horizon was describ.
ed by the Mediterrancan, but to remind us
that we were not to lioger here, as

FORT THAROS

waa yet to be visited before the night closed
in, Retracing our steps, and gathering up
our mementoes to bo placed in the carriage,
we opdered the conveyance to hasten out
through the gates. ‘Tho road.way approach-
ing the remaini~g fort was long and narrow.
Upon it were stre.ulsrge matamade by the
natives, of reeds and twine for household
purposes. Theso articles were placed herc
to dry, for they were yot green and moist
after baving besn manipulated in their man.
ufacture, Over themthe carriage was driven

Upon reaching ¢he fort we found that the
deacription already given of a broken and
dismantled fortress would serve to illustrato
what was before us, It was, though, inter.
esting in many particulars, which we feel we
must not stop to recount, as there are so
many other places and cvents to talk about.
Late in tho evening wo had the advantago
we expected to realize by mooting the con.
snls, and commissioners who were employed
over the question of indemnity. We might
discuss this zubjoct, but it does not fall with.
in our province to do it here ; besides, tho
articlc of tims tells us wo must proceed.

THREBE HOURS SLEEY

ushered us to tho beginning of another day.
Packing luggage is a tirccome necesaicy to
encounter,—the more so, when lotters aro to
be written for America by an out-golng
steamer. This all accomplisned, and break-
fast, and hotel bill being included, wo found.
oursclves surronndod by cordial friendsready
to bid us adien, There were many far less
weolcomo ones yot to meetus; every donkey-
boy, janizary, and man who had sccn our
face oither in or out of sorvico, waa ready
to solicit backscech ; among them was tho
koavish 0ld commissionaire, who vaunting
of his uscfulncss and honor, war with my
baud of thirtcen Arabs ontho atore of lake
Marootes, inciting thom to indolenco and a
striko at the moment their onergies ware
most nceded when tho soven hundred pound
aholly, the Iast and only ones to bo had in
the world, woro being got out of tho mud

and sand to be losded on tho trollics. But

porb,” ¢ Sultan,” ¢ Alexandra,” and * In-lllttlo timo nnd fow regrots were spont ovor

him.

This morning’stomporaturo wo found cheer-
ful aud ploasant as we mado our way ti the
railway-station, Arrived there the procoss
of weighing luggage was more submitted to
than willingly assisted; for accomodation
in transporting porsonai effects are so much
nore accessiblo with us than abroad that we
arc almoat drilled into giving iustructios
instead of gracofully yielding to a disciplino
of tho kind. Tho Arab porter wasnot slow
in finding an unoceupied carrisge for us, nor
was ho tardy in sxpectations of a ‘tip.”

Our train made ten atoppe qes botweon

ALEXANDRIA AND CAIRO,

Tho first at & suburban place, Thesecond,
Sidi Gabier; third, Abon Ilomos; fourth
Damanhoor ; fifth, Kafrzagat ; (twentv mia-
utes for lunch, it being one v'lock p. m)
ixth, Tantah ; soventh, Birkit-il-sab, {. mud
town); oighth, Benha; ninth, 1. okh ; tonth,
Calioub, Meroc our carriago wassurrounded
by thirty or forty Arab women Learing bas.
kots of good oranges on their heads for
sale. At 3.30 p.m. we arrived at Cairo
ctation. e did not expeot to find the trip
intoresting and accordingly provided our-
sclves with reading matter ; but thero was
no occasion to use it. From the moment we
loft Alexandris until wo drew up at Cairo
our gight way fastoned upon tho country,
its oxpanasc, its mud villages, the waters of
the Nile at different points, upon the dense
population, cattle, horzes, agscs, camels, pro-
duce and many other objects, all curlous to
a stranger and many of them cxplanatory of
history.

Betweon the two places there is uot one
hill to be scen, it is a dead lovel. Tho aoil
is arich, black unctious earth. [t is all the
samo as far as vision can carry you. Not
ono ginglo stick of timbor to be cut off the
whole arca. Not one bee-hive did wo sce;
not ono pig; not one flower nestled aboat a
cottago door or climbed a wall to proclaim
weetacs & and beauty asin Old lingland.
No copious showers to d stil their Llcasings
ovor the country. The whole surfaco has
to be irrigated by artificial means. And the
whole surface appears to be under caltiva®
tion of some kind.

Look where you will you will see men, wo-
men and children either in groups or separ-
atoly at work, or in a stato of quictude.
Thereave no concession roads adap‘ed for
wheols, All convoyancing of whatever kind
of treight theremay be locally is done upon
tho backs of aases, camels or other boasts,
Hence the roadsaro more like foot paths
than highways for commercial traflic; and
along theso common tracks are to be secn
constantly Ar<bs of ages from Infancy to old
age with packages, bundles “truck” and
articles of all kinde. either in their hands
or on tho backs of animals, Yet you sco no
barns or hozees scattered over the country
as in America, and some other parts of tho
world.

The people live, if existenco can bo called
living, in villages madoof mud houses, Tho
houacs ave built back to back, irregularly
and without any shapely doorsand windows;
their roofs aro flat, Thoe atreots are neither
straight uor defined. Everythiog appears
to be in a confuscd condition.

In many places the ditch on cither sido of
tho railway track, by throwing up carth for
trading purpoace, is filled with water from
the Nile. In other parts a canal apjearsto
havo beon dug and supplicd from tho same
quartor with wator. It is not clear and
pleasant to look at. It is dirty, and rosem-
blesa large mud prddle in Am.srica after a

hravy fall of rain, Notwithstanding this
impurity you will frequontly seo tho young

und old, rogardloss of scx,in it making a bath,
Wo aro rominded by theso people of the
NORTH AMERICAN \NDIANS,
only thore is this difference,—thete poople
havo habits of industry and will tofl for the
purposo of carning thelr bread, whilo the
Indian roama in search of game. There is
this further differonce, too,—those peoplo ap-
pear to be of the most pacific disposition, if
not actually amiable, and thor extend char
ity to the noedy ainong themselves, whoreas
tho Iudian when roused Is ferocious and
vengoful,

Bt in sizo, color, aud inability to appre-
hend pclitical subjectsa and educatfozalays
toms thoy appear to correspond.

Any way, they live on ycar after year un-
tit hundrede of years roll by and history
among taem is loat without improviog their
condition, Should they change and adopt
differont habits, modes of thought, and cus-
toms of architecture and house appointments
they immodiately loso their original condi-
tions, and become extinct as a distinct race
ef beinga,

Tho entire population of Egypt is estimat-

cd at 5,400,000. Of this number 8,000,00
are Egyptian Arabs, 200,000 Copts or Christ
ian Egyptians, 15,000 Turks,Bedouln Arabs,
70,000 ; the balance Syrians, Greeks, Amor-
icans, Jews, Franks, white slaves and negro
slaves. 1Vhen, it may be asked, will the
major part of these people see the light of
an advanced civilization ? If the loveofa
bettor system of life is not instinctive with
them bow is it poasible to {nspire them with
a principle which comes alons fromthe Great
Author of all creatures living? When can
fellow-man grapple with that which is natu-
ral and transform it into the bloom and de-
veloped beauty of another and totally differ-
out animated and intelligent form of exist-
ence ? Wo very much doubt whether an-
other Mahomed or another Christ will again
visit this carth and make disciplesas theone
and the other did in their day. And we
vory much doubt whether a warrior amid
the most brilliant of military achievemonts
can by any plan of education or by any tac-
tics induce a tolally different style of living
from that we sce now everywhere around us,
We aro not, therefore, prepared toatop and
conclude our life in a vain attempt to affect
a reformation, Woare rather preparcd to
take things as they are, to make the beat of
them, and to enjoy whatsoever is good and
within the rearh of a considerate possibility.

We would very much like, if we thought
tho reader were interested in our rambles,
to introdace another reflection as to the time
to bo taken to transform the races of Egypt
to the teutonic character, and to couple with
the reflection tho importance ot English oo®
cupati:n, The space of TRoTix closes down
upon our penand we retire for another weok,
if not from our subject, at lcast from our
reading and forgiving friends,

The XKings.

The King of Greece is tho founder of a
dynasty,

King Humbert was 17 yoars old beforo &
kingdom of Italy exiated.

It was an act of abdication that made
Francis Joseph Emperor of Austria.

Don Carlos is watching to pounce upon
tho crown of the young Alfonso.

Tho King of the Belgians is about the only
Europcan sovereign who -<as born to a
throne and reached it,

Tho Kings of Prossia, Portugal and Swe-
den wero born younger sons, the King of
Denmark a distant cousin, and the Queen of
England but tifth in sucoession of the relgn-

Ing wovercign,




