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Leading Articles. Having learned that there is a case of
TEB NVOR OFM . DICL RELTH epidlernie disease in any fanaily or bouse, very

T~R W O F01'ICIEDIOA EEALH ch iniglit iii ino 't cases be donc by tho
013F'CERS.health officor visiting the biouse arnd repre-

In the October 111MIuer Of thiS JOUENÂL senting the great imiportancs and practical
%ve drev attention to the deirabilitY of value of carefful isolation and disinfection in
medical health officers l)aying special atteiu- preventing the sprcad of the disease even to
tion first of ail to the proper disposal iii thiie other mimbers of tli3 family, where sucli
res4pective inicipalities of the daiiy exorete exist. Wbile vastly more may be dolie
m-atters, especiailv 11um1an exereta, iii ordel' as a ruie 'vhere a Ia'v bearing upon sucli
to pruvelnt pll u toul Of the air alla, especiaýllY, cases is in force, imcli mav doubtless lie done
the driulriug \vater supply ; air and %v'ater amongat intelligent people, even in the ah-
î>ollutedl by the excuete inatters, sPeciflo sence of suich a law, by advice andi persau-
and otherwisé, being hy far the niost prolifie sion, and -%vlere there is the law, a Ii'ttle
cause of disease. Wý%e also then drew atten- timnely reasoning %viii aid greatly in hiaving
tion to the dcsirability of health officers \et it properly carried out. The quarantine
givino their attention to the rnilk snpply-soudhastrcasi spsblto ak
the cows, tiat, they be not diseased, the it-the stricter, of course, the lesg likelihood
byres and the dairies, that there lie no case is Lhere of the diseuse spreading. The
of infections disease in persons connectecl patient should lie in the highlest or mnost ont
therewith. We 110w propose -to refer to the of the -way partZ of the bJouse, and cormuni-
isolation and disinfection of cases of infectious ca,,tio, het-ween the sick hnd the weil should
disease wvith the view of preventiug the be reduced. to a miniinmir-confined indeed to
sprezid of the disease. plîysician and nurse, and whien necessary, the

In arranging for the prompt supptression of health officer.
outbreaks of epîdemic diseases ini a munici- Tii. process of disinfection may lie con-
1)aility, the authoritlies miust necessarily pro- sidered under t'vo different aspects-that
vide for notice being giveii to the health during the progress of the diseuse, and that
departuient o? every case of infections affected hy the liealth department after the
disea-se. In Ontario, the last public henlth termination. of the disease. The first is the
Act requires tlîis niotice to lie promptly given more, important o? the two. As the Glasgoiw
in all cases. It doos iîot appeau that there Sanitary Journal properly bas it, '- disînfec-
lias ev'er been an.y opposition to this measure, tion to lie of any avaîl, must con) mence at, the
thougli seemingly there lias been mauch in- very beginning of the iliness aud ho carried on
dîifferenice, sucli as there usually is at first to to, the termination thereof. To allow a case
ail miensures of this nature. The liealth of illness, from. an infection s diseas, to pro-
anthorities in the muiniciîalities iii th is ceed to its termination, and then to evoke
Province would have littie diffieuilty uow ii the aid o? the Sanitary Authorities, i the so-
overcoming this idiffereuce aud obtainiug called disinfection of bundles o? ciothing,
information o? every case. And in the other soiled linen and bedding, and in the fumiga-
ProvinCes, untit a similar Iaw is passed, wvhich tion o? the bouse is, in most, cases, a more
it is greatly to lie hoped wvill flot ho a very shiani." IlThe first and most, important step
long tirne, whiere thore is a, local health board, In practical disinfection consists in the
arr-angements mright lie ruade wlheraby like isolation and imprisouiment of? the contagium,
notice wvould lie given by the miedical practi- the final destrurtion. thero being a coin-
tioners in the localitv. And in this connec- paratively easy matter. In fact, the destruc-
tion we niit, draw attention to, the article tion of the contagiuxn is in general a nccessary
on' anothèr page on "lthe management oi sequence of its isolation and imprisonnment.
epidemics," especially, as rcferring to this But if thec contaginnm bo alloweul to escape

1>IL tc'larpoittote hstpargralibutone and to diffuse itsçlf throueh out the whole of


