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M R. ?PRESIDENT AND GENTLEM'-ýEN,-I appreciate very mucli
IIthe. honer you have doue mie in asking me to open this debate.

I accepted the invitation very reluctantly, as I felt I had nethinig par-
ticularly new to add and that xny opinions on the subject had been al.-
readystated clearly on several occasions.

I undertook te do it, however, recognizing that while I would net
detain yen very long, I would afferd an opportunity te nisny wiie have
been devoting mucii ime and attention to this subject of expressing.
their viOw8 aud experience. I trust that the subsequent discussion will
tiirow mucli light on the causation, syxnptomas, and] treatmient of chronie
intestinal stasis and of the. many diseases whieh resuit freni it.

I einploy the terni -chronie intestinal stasis" ini indicate such an
abnorinal delay in the passage of the intestinal contents tiirough a por-
tion or portions of the gastro-intestinal tract as resuits in the absorp-
tion into thie circulation of a greater quantity of toxie or peisenlous
niaterials than ean be treated effeetually by the organs whose functiont
it is to eonvert tiien into preduets as innocuous as possible te the
tissues ef the body.

When these poisons and their producta of conversion exist in ex-
oess lu the. circulation they produce degenerative changes in every tisaue
and lu every organ ini the. body. It i. probable that the. textures of
tbt>se organs wiiose business it is te couvert, carry and ellilinate theni
suffer moie. than do the. other tissues of the body, whieh are merely per-
nieated by theni. In proportion as the. stasis le prolonged se under the
influence of a progressive atrain greater than tiiey are able te bear
tii... several organa underge a degeneration which proceeds with in-
creasing rajpidity as the. condition advances. What the organs are
which couvert snd exerete tiiese poisons, what 4hare eacii takea ln tiie
proeeu, and how auy organ is affected in its physiology, is very diffi-
euit to e> n accurately, especially as far as the, duetless glands are

concened.W. beieve that the. liver is the most important converter
oft he po suad that the, kidneys and skin are the chief ezeretors of
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