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R. M. lodges, I should have given up ail hope in operatîng for
cancer, for he had himself been ledi to the gloonmiest proýxiosti-
calions.

The line of demnarcation in 1875 between rhedicinc, surgery,
and the specialties wvas veiy- sharply defined; between mediciné
and surgery it wvas especiaiiy clear. At that time surgery in-
ciudcd the modern specialties of orthiopedic,.-, gynecology, and
genito-urinary diseases. Orthopedlics meant club-foot chiefly;
gynccology, ruptured, perineum; and genito-uirinàiry diseases
meant clap, syphilis, stricture, and stone in the bladder.

Bigelow did ail these things, more or less. as wvell as opera-
fions on the eye. is chief pleasure wvas in génito-u-rinary sur-
gery, and his influence first stimulated in Boston our best spe-
ciaiists iu genito-urinary diseases. We had no idea -what G. U.
would mean. or whlat gynecology w'ould, daim. We littie tliought
that the time, i'ould corne when kidneys W'ould be extirpated. or
extra-uterine prcgnancy diagnosticateui and remedied. What the
surgcons of that timie wouid have said of the speciaity of gynie-
coiogy, wvc caunot even guess. Indeed, at the present tiinc it
would be hard to say, w'hen we are caile2, as I have been, by a
gynccoiogist, to hielp decide between a paraty-phoid fever and au
appendicitis in a maie!

In 1875, however, the visiting surgeons at the i\fassachusetts
Generai Hiospital had to do everything. The operation for club
foot was a commnon one. To this day, gy-necology iý doue by the
staff, miedicai. and surgricai.

In inany ways this simpiicity of assignment of everythingy to
the physician, to the surgeon, or to the then establiied special-
tics of eye, ear, throat, skin, and nervous diseases was cormnmc-
able. I arn -not so sure that ive shouid cômmnend even now the
spiitting Up of generai surgery into specialties that are not

pratisd b spciaist-ino hghly specialized groupings pre-
sided over by generai surgeons.

Bigeiow w-as a surgeon, with a predilction for genito-urinary
work; Cabot, a generai surgeýon w'ho enjoye'c the gynecoiogy of
that day. Porter -was more at home in hàrê-lip, eléft palate, and
in fiue plastic workmanship.

To-day i- rangement of cases whic-»h deinand sp'eciil skill
is admirable, provided that in a hospitai staff certain iùnusual
diseases are ail referred to one or two me .n who take special ini-


