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R. M. Hodges, I should have given up all hope in operating for
cancer, for he had himself been led to the gloomiest prognosti-
cations.

The line of demarecation in 1875 between rmedicine, surgery,
and the specialties was ve:y sharply defined; between medicine
and surgery it was especially clear. At that time surgery in-
cluded the modern specialties of orthopedics, gynecology, and
genito-urinary diseases. Orthopedics meant club-foot chiefly;
gynecology, ruptured perineum; and genito-urindry diseases
meant clap, syphilis, stricture, and stone in the bladder.

Bigelow did all these things, mere or less. as well as opera-
tions on the eye. His chief pleasure was in génito-urinarvy sur-
gery, and his influence first stimulated in Boston our best spe-
cialists in genito-urinary diseases. We had no idea what G. U.
would mean. or what gynecology would claim. We little thought
that the time would come when kidneys would be extirpated, or
extra-uterine pregnancy diagnosticatea and remedied. What the
surgeons of that time would have said of the specialty of gyne-
cology, we cannot even guess. Indeed, at the present tiine it
would be hard to say, when we are called, as I have been, by a
gynecologist, to help deeide between a paratyphoid fever and an
appendicitis in a male!

In 1875, however, the visiting surgeons at the Massachusetts
General Hospital had to do everything. The Operation for club
foot was a common one. To this day, yneeolo r is done by the
staff, medical and surgical.

In many ways this simplicity of assignment of everything to
the physician, to the surgeon, or to the then established speeial-
ties of eye, car, throat, skin, and nervous diseases was commend-
able. I am mot so sure that we should commend even now the
splitting up of general surgery into specialties that are not
practised by specialists—into highly specmh?ed groupings pre-
sided over by general surgeons.

Bigelow was a surgeon with a predilection for genito-urinary
work; Cabot a general surgeon who enjoyed the gynecology of
that day Porter was more at home in haré-lip, cleft palate, and
in fine plastic workmanship.

To-day this arrangement of cases which demand special skill
is admirable, provided that in a hospital staff certain unusual
diseases are all referred to one or two men who take special in-




