EDITORIA

' use, and ‘the sore had, 1ot been pmperly cared for after the ph} sician
' last saw the patient; and the child’s home was in the second story of a
_ building of which the first: sto:y was a stable The c}nld had ofte.‘n:
" been in bed with the parents - PN

© .« (Communication with the" phvsmmu who h'xd performed tlwe
. vaccination elicited the st‘ztement‘, that, amonﬁ the m: my otl*er cases
- vaccinated with virus. obtmned hom‘j_‘the same source, another case of
W tetanus ~appeared,. also in a clnld ”{ The fathel of 'thls c~n1d,also

was. a sﬁableman. L

*

pomted out that in ever ) ms&mce the tetanus .mppe(u eil at a vel‘y I'xte
“date—from the twentieth to the twenty-ei ighth day aftel the vaccina-
tion, and, moreover, every case was fatal. N ow tetanus may be long in
malking itself manifest after the infection, but it is the rule let the
longer its appearance is dela} ed, the milder is the attack. Usually
symptoms developed within from a few hours to two weeks after the
introduction of the virus. It would therefore .seem altogether un-
likely that the tetanus germ could have been intreduced at the time
of vaccination, in the cases referred to, and consequently the vaccine
is not to bz held responsible for the symptoms of tetanus

Dr. Willson remarks: ‘

“In. conclusion, I would say that after diligent search I can find
no case on record that presents even probable evidence of the intro-
duction of the tetanus infection with the bovine, or, in fact, any other
virus of modern times. No amount of such assurance can undo the
harm that has aheady been done to a vitally. valuable prophylactic
measure by the cavelessness of the watch that has been kept over the
vaccine sore. But we can slowly eradicate the evil influence ¢f the
recent weeks by an entirely new scrupulousness that will in time
overthrow the opposition that is rampant to-day. If by calling
attention to this most dreaded of all the complications of traumatic
and operative medicine, both the physician and patient are awakened
to the fact that a danger of the entrance of tetanus organisms is ever
present, and as long as there is on the surface of the body the most



