
CLINICAL LECTURE.

I wish to draw yourattentionto tbis subjectto day (October 12, 1857),
tha: vou a iy watch the progress of the case, perhap moi e especially
indeei as t here is a great surgical principle involved in the case,-a prin.
ciple, I sav, of great practical surgical importance, which anv of vol
any day mnav be called upon, even in the mo-t routine practice, to exprtss
an opinion about. This principle is the following:-That in ail se\ere
surgical injmiiies of parts, where the great vessels are torni a ross, and
whether the bone 1-u liroken or not, we have gangrene to fear, and we
shall best consult the safety of our patient by having recourse to ampu-
tation as sooi a ,ossible.

I w ill now read for vou some ases, whiich I think, as Il teaching by
e.ample," will ,nake the subject cleairer than it otierwise would be
without Such examples.

One day during the vacation, a case occurred, a very striking instance
of injury of the large vessels of the popliteal region, followed by gan-
grene. I give vou the case now out of mny uwn private note-book ; and
her I wouild advise you al), if you vaut reliable surgical data to act on
in after-life, to take notes of hospital cases yomrselves; the labour is
consi0erable, but vou viil ne well repaid. Well, this case, [reads]
headed "Gangtene of the Leg, cousequent on R'upture of the Popliteal
Vessels," runs as follows :-A boy, aged 9 years, was playing in the sireet
at some children's gaime, wlere he had to run a disLance, an.' touching
something of wood, to run off again. IIe vas in the act of turning round
with his knce bent t« run off when a certain heavy window shutter he
hiad touched fell on lis leg, in the region of the hami, knocking him
down, but not apparently at the moment injurng the leg (judging by
the integemnents, which were not broken), nor was any bone injured.

The lad w.as brought to St. Bartlholomew's, and I saw himu an hour
after bis admision. The boy was terribly weak and depressed ;is pulse
was scarcely perceptible at de wrist. On exaiunin the back of the
knee, ovur the popliteal vessels, very considerable swelling had already
become apparent ; the lover part of the limb also was mottled. Tiere
was nio breakag- or injury apparent, as regarded tho intuguments at the
the back of the knuee ; no p l>e5, ho 'r, could be felh in the anterior or

posterior tbial artery. The swellinig in the iamn was increasing every
quarter of an hour. I punctured the swelling, and a few drops of black
blood exuded. The cae was too cleir ; lt i1mb became colder and colder.
I decided to amputate, as it w-ts quite evident the larger vessels had been
injure-!.

The very surious and iinusuial depression under vhiieh the poor boy
labouredi may be judged fromi the fact that we were almost afraid to


