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''he results of sone experiments on this siubject were as fe-
lows : lfteen grains of Jinely-powdered opàtni wer ised, for f
tvity ours, with six dlrachmu oîfhnilinr Ldisi iled ter. On ex.
anination, the filtered iîifiisionî was foiînd toi cotainîi 4 por cent of
solid matter, i.c, of the soluble fart of opium. In another experi-
ment, opium sliced was enployed with water in the sanie propor-
tiens. The quantity dissolved averared, on several trials, froin 3
to 4 per cent., depending on tlie proportion of water, and the
length of contact. By boilinr the residuîe un each case a further
quantity of necanate cf mnor!aua vas obtainied, showinr that an
aqueouîs infusion, while it will not extract the whole of the meco-
riate at once, will yet take up isufficient te render it actively poi.
sonous to young children.

Pt ussic Acid.-It has been a seriomusly debated question among
niedicel jurists, whetler -iii individuial. after having swallowed a
strong dose of pirussic acid, could retain the power 'of performiing
eertain acts indicative of volition anîd the 'preservation of sense.
Twao casce have ocrimred within the last vear in England, whichl
throw soie additioral light lipon this hnportant question, on whivb
a charge of murder may sometimes depend. In one case, the de-
ceased, an adult, swallowed thre drachmns of prussic acid fromi
the ph;Wl in which iL ias containied, while another person was in
the roomn with lis back turned te himu. This individial was
alarned by hearing the deceased exc!aim "it's gone," and in an.
sw'er to a question put by witness, said, " I have taken it." le
ras again about te speak, but bis articulation failied iii, le bc.

came insenîsible, and died innediatelv afterwards.
'lhe othmr case ais rferred to nie fron Suufllk, by Mr. New.

hal, suyrgeon n Bur St. Eiuwinds. In Mîrchu, 1844, a cor.
mîmercial traveller wvas found dead in his bed at an inn. The cvi-
dunce givenu at the inquest showed that lue lad died frein the effeets
of pruissic aicid, and there could not bc the slightest douht thitt he
hai taken the poison himself. 'l'he point of intercst connectud
with the case is, that ivien discovered dead, he was founmd lying
on his left side in the natural position of rest, the legs being
slightly drawn up to time abdomnci ; the aris ient over the chest
and although rigid, the àzands wrere not clenched, ior did they ap-
pear in anyv way te have been spasiodically affected. The bed.
clothes wiere simoothly drawn up te his shoulders, and there wras
min appearance whuatever of disorder about then. On a chair b-
side the bed, at his backe, was a plhial holding about six drachms,
and still coutaining a simali portion of a liquid siell:gii strongly of
prussic acid, nixed with the essential oil of lemniu, which lid
probabiuly ben purpose'ly mnixed ivith it to disguise tlue odeur. Tihis
phial was found withi the cork in it. Mr. Newlham correctly oi.
serves, that this condition of things clearly indicates a sequence
of several voluntary acts perforned by thle deccased inrnediately
before death ; as, for instance, swallowing' the acid fron the bot-
le, thon corking the bottle, placing it on a chair at the back of
the bed, the tuiig over in bed, drawing tp the bedelothes, and
composing hirnself into a position of rest. From the evidence at
Lie inquest, it appeared that mot less thai three drachuns of prus-
sic acid liad been taken, and prohably even a larger quintity ;
and the question arose, vhmether ait the events above neiioiied
could have occurred betveen tmakiig into thre stomach so large a
dose of this poisonm is to caulse dleath witlhout inducing convusions,
of wlich there were mie signîs ? The feet that this was reali a
case of suicide, left it beyoid doubt that thc deceascd had, after
sallowinvîg this dose, picriermned the series of acts above mon-
tioned ; and it was equadtly evident that convulsions liad not talien
place, mt least so as to leuve aniy sigo of thmeir existence in the
deai body.

The reader will observe that this case is vers similar in its de-
tails te that of Judith Buswell, for the alleged nurder of whom, a
young uan nalmed Freemnan iwas tried at the Leicester Spring
Assizes in 189. (See Med. Gazette, vol. viii. p. 7.59.) The nie-
,hcal opinxions in that case, fron a sirmilar series of acts, were ra.
ther against the presumption of suicide, and in favoir of homi-
cidal interference. It lias been supposed, that wheii a strong dose
of prmssie acid destroys lie so slowly as te give time for the per-
formance of such voluntary acts, this wouilud b indicate by the
body being fouid in a convuilsed state ; wlen, on the other lanld,
dieath takes place so rapidlv that there are no convulsions, then
the inference should be thai the deceased could net have retained
sense or piwer sufficiently long for the perforiance of these acts,
The above, tvith other similar cases, proves that ive cannot trust
to an assumed criterion rf this kind. There nay be no marký uf
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sense, volition, and a poiver ofinotion were actually' retained for a
certain period ; and yet ail tihis is compatible with the act being
one of suicide from a large dose of prussic acid. V ?e are not jils-
tffied ii inferring that a dos'eof this kind, when it n perates slowly,
is always andi nccessarily indicated by the body o' the deceased
heinr found in a convulsed site.

This question bas acquired still greater interest fron the late
trial of selanv for poisoning his wife by prussic aci dl (Cent. Crin.
Court, Augr 1844.) 'I'le prisoner declared that the deceased
shrichked, and afterw'ards told himo that she had - wallow'ed soma
" hot liquid." The muedical wtnesses are reported to have stated
(aithoughlm only frin experiments on animals) tha t this shriek or
cri waim the imnediate precursor of insensibility, a nd tho. last act
of vitality,-in short that the power of specch wo, id he then en-
tirelv lost. Icnce the prisoncr's statement wvould be inconsistent
vith trili. HIowever strong the circumstantial evidence mnay

have been against the accused, and it could scar zly have bren
stronger,-this medical opinion is net borne ont by observation.
In ore instance, just related (p. 551), a larger dos n If the poison
was pr.,hably takin; but the deceased vas able to answer a ques.
tion and say, ".I have token it," before he becare insensible. A
verv simnilar case, reported by Dr. Gier], is to b found in most
workis on toxicolory. These cases then clcarly prov m that, whether
a shrick or crv be a constant acconpaniment of pol Kining by pruis.
sic acid or not,-a point which yet remains te be p roved-an in.
dividnal nav speak and even arsver a question r ationally after
havinig taken the oison, and immediately before falliig into a
state cf insensibilty.

(To be Continued.)
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THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF DENTAL
SURGEONS.

W, perceive in the Sep>te'muber number of the Amer-
ican Journal and Library of Dewal Science, one of the
standard medical periodicals of the United Skates, and
the organ of the A merican Society of Dental Surgeons,
a report of the s;ixth annual meeting of that body, on
the 5th of August last. The proceedings, to that class
of practitioners more inmediately concermied, must
partake of considerable interest; but certain resolutions
ivere adopted at an adjourned meeting held cin the 9th,
which we consider highly important, and de svrving of
gereral promulgation. A coin mnittee had bec n appoint-
ed to suggest sonie plan of action for the ai toption of
the societv, in reference to the very prevalent; nefarious
practice of stopping carions teeth by amalgam.

Having obtained the opinion of the nost efflightened
dentists in the city of New York and Brookl yn on the

subject, the committee reported, "that they have deli-

berated carefully upon the matter referred to themn, and

that their unatnimous opinion is, that any aamalgam Is
not only unfit, but dangerous when used for the pur-

pose of filling carions teeth or their fangs, and they

call upon the society to express in decided teris, its
disapproval of the practice :" whereupon it was resolv-
ed, " That the Anerican Society of Dental Surgeons,
under the conviction that any amdigam whgevor, used


