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not bear out this assertion, and the coroner, Dr.
Walkei, of tNanaino, took occasion to give the
witness a dressing-down which lie won't forget for
soine time. lie difticulties in gettig pruper
certificates ma cases of persons found dead in Van-
couver we can appreciate from the tact that we
happen to be the coroner of that city, and bai e
iad on more than ane occasion differences with
the City Council on the stbject of inquests. In
cities and imumicipalties, the expenses of mqueSts
are shouldered by tihese bodies, but in outside dis-
tricts under the imiediate charge of the Goernt-
ment, the expenses are taken out of the Provin al
treasury. . In Brtish Columbia the GovernmeIit
spares no expense in ferreting out,the cause of
death in ail cases where parties die under the least
siuspicious circumstances. The admimistration of

justice is somîething we are proud of here. But
in the cities the coroners have an uphill wor ta
do, as tihey are handicapped if they wisli tu do
their duty thoroughly and weil. The ordinary
alderman, who, by the bye, is not over-intelligent,
constitutes hiiself a judge in many cases of when
and where it is not necessary to hold an inquest.
If a mais is shot down oni the public streets in the
presence of scores of witnesses, it s all right to hold
an nquest : but men found dead in cabtms or ta
hotels, if they occur with any frequency the alder-
men raise a howl about extravagance if they are
saddled with the ordnary coroneî's fee, not tu
speak of the expenses of a post woriekm. 'lie
coroner is accused immiitediately of holding un-
necessary mquests, and if he is a sensitive man, lie
leels lis position keenly. There is a strong temp-
tation, therefore, at imes tu do the work allotted
to huni ta a supertinal wa), for the police, as a rule,
back up the aldermen, fron wion they bet their
salaries, and whon the wislh ta please by keeping
-down expenses. The coroner, of course, can insist
uipon thei doing their duty, but it ib done im a
hall-iearted, perfunîctory way which is disagreeable
to this oificer. The majority of policemen ma
-small cities have very lttle knonledge of crime in
its finer details, and it i uni> whent gross man-
lestations are apparent that they bestir thernseives
ii the way o iivestigatîon. It is different with
the Provincial police, who, though oînly workmng
for salaries, bae more professional pride, and are
more ambitious to imake reputations. If the var-

tous coroners were supported b) mni of this kind,
thure nwuild bu less reason for complaint titan thure
is now, and the ends of ju.tice would be better
satiîned. The law, too, would have to bU altcred,
to aillow% ps/ m0rkms ta be perfornied withoiut the
suImmîuionmng of a jury and witnesses, all of whidh
entails a gîeat deal of trouble, uniless it is a case in
whieb it is sclf-e'videit from tLite beginnsing that it
iS one of foul play.

FroI our preset. knwledge, hon%er, w e do
not ktow of a single case n here a medical man
Ilae a certficate in the loose and iriegular way
that the miedical witness in the Roberts' inquest
cottessed ta have beeti guilt% of. We hope, for
the honour of the profession, that there are very
tew of our brethren that ha% c su lax a view of tieir
duty, both to themselves and ta soc iety, as l be
maîstrtmenti tal thwarting the ends of justice. If
there have beeti, ne trust the> will take warning
iow, and turn over a neiw leaf. \\ e canttnot bu tuo
particular ii grantmtg certdir ates of death in the
case of the unknown dead.

A VISIT 'l'O PRESTON RE'TREAT.

While spending the sunmmer with Dr. Joseph
Price, in Philadelphia, it was i pris ilege to occa
sionally viit the Retreat, hierc the arrangeaimnt,
methods and resuilts so impressed me thuat I con
cluded a report of i visits iiglt bc of interest,
as illustrating the possbiities of the lying in
lianibter, whre the imanagement is according to

the prîticiples of modern surgi"al cleatnliness.
Preston Retreat was established in 1839 by a

wvealthy phy>sician, who' recognîi/.ed the ncessity of
atl mtastitutiui n here pour but respectable narried
n meti culd bc pro" ided w ith confort and skilful
attendance during ticir accuucheeniit.

h'ie building, whiclh is of marble and of Grecian
arcittecture, ib situated in tie centre of a large
square and is surruunded bl green ian ns and shsade
trees. In the rear, ind comsplctely detacied froi
the building, is the laundr), and to the extreine
right, facing anuther street is tie residence of the
physician in charge, Dr. Joseph Price, who stands
unilue it oIl> is his record at the Retreat bat
also in the department of pelbie surgery.

The arrangementts for 'entilation are complete.
Fh hall, are cruciformt, opening upun the four

[Ft.:n.


