
EXCELSIOR.

Milton worthy of attentive study iii our schools, but if anyonc
attemlpted to argue that; we shoiîld adopt the Pronulnejation of two
or thiree hundIred years ago we should consider the claimi absurd.
Usage is the iaw of correct speech; and when there is a question
of correct pronuincitioli we uisually refer to sonie recognized
centre of converse, wbere good usage lias lixed the mode of
speech, such as Paris, or Dubliun, or Florence for the respective
languiages used there. The recognized centre of the Latin ]an-
guage, as far as it is a spo1cei and living idjoin, is Rone Fo
*Rome and to Roine lead ail the roads in whiebi the Latin languagre
is -becard, sung and spoken, in the elegant phrase of flue classie
scholar or in the medieval simiplieitv of the friars' jargon. Is it
t-hen strange that we should suit om- speech to the nianner of that
great centre?

To say that it bas chaîîged some of its sounids is argruinga
notbing :against its legitimate use. Wliat language bas not
changed in two, thousand years? Is there any that bas changed
so littie? And if so, is it flot due to the fact that flie Latin
Churchi, wbich daimisthle right of its I)reseflt prontinciatîon, bas
spoken it ail these centuries and preserved its livingy character?

On the other baud, tlie dilettante, the intiquariani, the student
who pursues laîiguagre as a literary eurîosity or as a lielp) to
thougrhtfulniess, lias a perfect riglît to inquire lîow Cicero or.
Chaucer or Shakespeare spok,, and to imitate tlie diction of tiiese
authors in ail paîrtictulars. Their wisclom is niisplaced offly wlîen
tlîey wishi to, force their views on the old Churcli and lier habits.
She w-as in possession long, long ago; slie cultivated that Ian-
guage - the languiage of the Churcli by common consent - for

pratialliiI] uenelecting neifluer the ehîssic grace of its
golden ige, as exemplified in Hilaryv of Poi tiers, or Daînasus, or
Gregoryv, nor the rustic siniplicity ivhich made it an easy means
of intercourse with the unlettered. Leo 'X111. to-day imitates
with rnatchless power the sweetly flowing aleaies of Horace, and
gves themi at the saine time thtoiiaiy which staips their

worth. as separate works of art. To accept the Pope's Latin is
as natuiral as to aiccept the Queen's Engislx.

So let the collegians bave their arciaic way; but we shahl
dlaimi the speech of oui- great city, Rome, as by riglit and titie
that of the Latin Ilepublic, ï4n letters or .ut of thiem. F"or the
rest the matter lias îuever troubled the Chiurcb, wlîo bas, left ecd
one to indulge his peculiar taste.

[ror "lRoman " in the third hune rend "&modern Roman " or
"Itlin. The pronuinciation of Latin wbich is supposed to
have obtained in tic Augustan age, is now commonly spoken of
as the -"Roma."-ED). Ex.]


