
NOTE ON STELL1FORM CItYSTALS.

have shewn me several curlous facts :amongst others, one that lins
led me to the present inquiry. 1 have found, for example, that com-
pound stellate crystals, resembling cxactiy many of the star-crystals
of snow, may he produccd in saits belonging to various systcms of
crystailization-aithoughi I have not succccded in obtaiuiiig themi
from Hexagonal saits: another fact-so fat as it gocs-agrainst the
assumed crystal systcmn of snow. Omitting all doubtful and in any
way unsatisfactory cases, 1 have obtained repeatedly tixese steilif'ormn
combinations in the five suibstances enumerated below'; and the liat,
1 have no doubt, will be uitimatciy niuch cxtended:

.iiononetric Substances.
Camplior = 20C, 1611, 20. Star-crystals- obtained from solution

in alcohol. Thiese crystals require to be examincd as soon as formed,
as they evaporate with great rapidity. Sal Ammoniac = Ani CI.

Trirneliric Substances.
Suiphate of Maguesia = Mg0, SO-5 + 7110.

.ijlnorlinic Substancey.
Glauber Sait = NaO, SOS + 1.0 HO.
Bi-carbonate of Pa)tash = KO, 2002 + 110.
lo1serveid star-Crystals of CauIph 01, sulphate of Magnesia, and

Glauber Sait are shewn, rcspcctivciy, iu figures 1, 2, aad 3.*

Figr I. Fig. 2.Fg..

The production otf six-rayed steliate crystals iu Glauber Sait and
Bi-carbonate of Potash, is a iaet of sonne interest : since it lias been
supposed that Monoclinic forrns could ixot occur in groupings of this
kind. None it is truc are met with amongst minerais of natural
formation belowying to the Monoclinic System, but my resuits shew
clearly that they arc capable of occurience.

Sunary. -From, the observat ,)is recordcd iiu this communication,
the followiug conclusions may be deduccd:

(1.) 8tel.Iiform six-rayed crystais are conxmou to various systcms-

SThese figurba are very badly executcd, but they wilI serve to show the general oharacter
of the crystallizations to wvichl thcy rofer.


