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ILLINOIS STRIKE SITUATION,
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Tllinois coal operators were
Chieagy on Mouday, this week.
tent of the mine idieness there was
lnst week, The operators are not
but seem to be showing greater determination than
ever to continue their present attitude and to ade-
g!.nwly mect the more hostile attituce of the miners,

we lawlessness was reported lnst week, the marching
of men from one wine to another to pull out the puwp-
men and engineers, Committies of the miners even
requested the pit bosses and the mine superintendents,
who in the emergency had taken charge of the mach.
1o join in their ranks. To prevent interference
with the operation of the mine machinery, injunctions
were obtainad and served in many of tae districts last
week enjoining the striking miners from tres ing
upon mine property and from committing depredations,

Anut.ller d};evef’t; ment, which is uiiniﬂpcmt, is a
movement among tKe stationary enginecers at mines
to secede from the U, M, W, and reorganize their own
brotherhood, 1t will be remembered they had their
OWD organization a few years 4go, but at the wsolicit.
ation of John Mitehell and other labor leaders, went
over in a bod( into the larger vrganization, The evil
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bas jnst been forcefully shown,
mines in good condition several of the llinis operat-
ors were compelled last week to sond stationary engin-
ecrs to the mines to man ths posts abandoued” by the
former engineers, The engineers last week held meet-
ings in various districts and the proposition to organ-
ize a seperate iation may uL lefinate form this
week,

The relations between the operators and the min-
ers of Illinois at the beginning of the week are distin-
etly more strained than a week earlier, Current in
cidents reveal on the part of the
miners the mistaken poliey of violence ana faithless-
Dess to obligation, and the outbreaks seem to be draw.
ing the operators closer together in a policy of solf
Pprotection,

In the Southwest the strike continues without
apparent change.—Coal Trade Journal

—
VERDICT IN THE OHERRY MINE DISASTER.

The coroner’s jury which began last November to in-
vestigate the cause of the Cherry mine disaster, which
resulted in the death of 265 miners in the St Pyul mine,
has reached an agreement, and 250 separate verdicts
have been returned, The jury says the mining laws
were broken with the knowledge and consent of the
mine inspectors,

The verdicts were in thiee sets,

seam and died of exposure and suffocation. The ver.
dict of the coroner's jury vindicates John Cowley, the
engineer who was in chasge of the cage, The verdict
blames “a confusion cf sigoals” for the tragedy,

The foliowing verdict was brougt.t in for each of the
187 men who lost their lives in the second seum:

“We find that they came to death by suffocation and
t the fire was caused by a load of baled hay coming
in contact with an oil torch. And we further find that
there was great delay in notifying the men of their dan.
ger.”

The verdict giving the cause of the death of the men
in the third seam bays:

We find that they came to their death by exposure
and suffocation. We further find that the mining laws
of the State of Ihinois in relation to means of escape
were violated with the full knowledge and consent of
the mine inspectors for district No, 2.

———

Although the operators thought they had resched a
settlement with the miners of the eastern Ohio district
some time ago, when the delegates agreed upon all
points and drew up a contract to be presented to the
men for their approval, President Lewis went ta Wheel-
ing the next day and overthrew the whole arrangement,
As a result, the repr ives of the op S were
called back to that city on Monday of last w

Two days were spent in ar-
gumng the question, but the delegates faled to move
the operators in the least

Finally the operators asserted that they were will-
ing to leave the contract to the men themselves and
abide by their decision as 1o whether it should stand
On Thursday it was put to a referendum vote and won
out by a large majority, Many of the locals voted al.
most solidly for the settlement, while others were divid-
ed. Both delegates and operators worked among the
men, explaining the sett) . This is pretty
hard joit for Pres. Lewis and his friends. His election
was opposed in eastern Ohio und it is the belief of the
operators that he interferred with the settlement in or-
der to even matters somewhat with both the miners and
ofetators., After he had accomplished his errand at
Wheeling he left the city and the operators did not have
an opportunity to talk with him,— Coal Trade )ourna)

—————
SOMETHING FOR INSURANCE,

The Troy ‘Times’ #ays, * Colliery disasters are cost-
ly affairs. Judgments sgairst the Cherry company
amounting to not less than 400,000 bave been secured,
Economy no liss than humanity sugyests the advis-
ability of ldopting eflective means of preventing such
catastrophes.”

But nothing is said about how these are to be
avoided, for some of the very worst accidents bave ne-
curred in mines equipped with every known modein
devico for preventing them, With ‘a business so dan-

' gerous, an outsider would think that therejought to be

sme kind of a self.insurance
little in excess of the pet val
coal out of the ground, but too often we find that use-
lens competition is responsible for prices too low even
to heolpmﬂubia, or with a percentage of gain

that of even ardinary commerce.
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