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Drawing i5 stili a new ,sùbject, when viewed às an 'imperative one,
aithougli it has been fifteen years now on our Course of Study. Thé
IScientific " subjects ,on the whole appear to lIe the least scientifically-

taught. In Botany, fôr instance, the questions were framed with the.
viiew of givirlg hest chances to the practical student and. giving as fè'w
rnnemonical hints as possible tosuggest niemorized answers froin thé-
book. So with the other "Science" papers. Still there appears to be too,
much of pure memory work, especialiy in thé answers on Chemistry and.
Physies, according to the Provincial Examiner.

It may be to the advantage of bot'h teachors and students to take them
into our confidence in this matter. We therefore quote a Iengthy extract,
from the report of Professor MacGregoï Lo-v the IDeparLment, as i dicating-
generally the ulnes on whiehý it xnay le. expected both questàons and,
valuations may lIe made at the next examination:

" I write, in accordance with your instructions, to draw your atQention.
to a serious defeet in the answering of candidates at the late examina-
tions, viz. : Ans.weriag by quotation (mbore or less accurate) from the
text-book, indicating a serious defeet ia the preparation for the examina-
tion, viz. : preparation by memorizing the text-book.,

Unfortunately iL did not occur to me, ui4il it wa-s too late, to keep a&
record of the number of cases of obvious answering by rote, but the
'number of cases was so great thaù 1 amn safe in Qaying- that very exten-
sively candidates have evidently prepared tbemselves iargely by commit-
ting portions of the text-book: to memory. While this remark applies to'
ail grades it is more par.ticularly applicable to the Iower grades, and *hile
iL applies to ail subjects, it is more particularly applicable to such subjects,
as Pbysics and tDhemistry, in which it is especially difficuit to framer
question8 which do. not admit of such. answers.

The fact that a correct ainswer is given iu the words of the text-book
does not ,of course, show that the subject matter has not been understood,
though iL leaves a doubt, in the mind of the examiner and does show that
the candidate bas been trusting too much to bis book. But an answer
consisting of a 4uotation in which slips occur which make the quotatiok
-nons 'ense, or'of one containing obviously irrelevunt maLter, shows that th&
candida;te is trusting to memory altogether.
*The great bulk of the answers by quotations are of this nature. For

exaruple in describing the preparation ô£ Chiorine one candidate says:
"'Put into a t. t. -5g of fine granular Mn So and 10o c. Hiel. Apply heat
carefully and colleet the gas by dow 'nward dispiacement. Do not inhale
the gas. If yoïu bave accidentally doue so inhale aichohol from ;a band-

'kechif.Note the color of the gas and compare its weigbt with that of'
air,"-an attempt to give in siightly condensed form the statement of
Williams' Introduction, page 98. That thais- candidate was gyiving a mrne
,parrot answer is shewn, (1) by his su 1bstitution of MnSo for , MnO, (2) ýby
his pretanding to know the relative qualities of the two substances which
should, le mixed, (8) by his fear lest the examiner should inhale the ga;s
and bis kindly offer of information useful in the event of bis doing $0,

(4) by bis command to the examiner to note color and weig,,ht of the gas,
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