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conflned. Protestants, in our own icontinualiy diminishing the nuniber of
age and country, have been hy no those %vho receive and perpetulate
means exempt froîn displays of this errors thi-orog thie impulse of blind

w kes.The f'ollowers of Richard or basty credunhty. It is not igiior-
Brothers, and Joanna Sonthcott, and ance atne, or even ilînbecility of1
the nîiracuious heaiers, and even of niid, that gives rise to credulity ;for
Bdvard Irvîng-, shew that the race instances are to be inet with orlearn-
is flot extinct, even in Enigland, w hile cd mien, of' stromg minds and culti-
the beliet' in good and ba<i oniens, vated talents, %vho have manifèested
the efficacy of spells ani charins, the this imiperfection. In these cases
reality of ghosts, ani apparitionis, the tîmere may probably be some defleet
inighty powver and prophetic initelli- of' balance amnig tie mental powver-,,
gence of the stars, is iii SOnie instances soilie tinidue predoininalice of inliagini-
as strong though flot SO general iii ex- aItioi or fancy over the other tacu'.
tent, as in the fifteenth, century.- tics. Johnt Wcesley and Dr. Johinson
Nattiral phienornena, too, as well, as wcre cxaniples of this class--a coiii-
religious triath, have also been con- paratively sniall oee -anl their cre-
ternplated throughi the saine pervert- duiity w as confîncd within narrowv
ing mediumn. l'le following curious limiits, and extended but to few ob-
instance of popular prcji<lice, is re- Iject.s.
corded by the late Mr. Parkinson in Scepticismi is the opposite disposi-
bis very instructive work on llie or- tion or habit; it di-sbelieves or doubts
ganic Remains of a frimj)er world wheii ample evidence is brouglit be-

"Our lanidiady, taking up a stonle f'o*e it teconînîtand its assent. Anion-
resembling those she had scen iii the tlue cauises u hich produce it mnay be
road, but much snmiaIicr--this, said înentioned the pride of' siingularity,
she, is a petrified siuake, wvith whiblt impatience, pervcrscness, and thue
this part of the country abouinds. latent indulgence of corrupt pas-
These were fainies, and once the in- siens. It is ýa niost tincornfortable
habitants of these parts, who, for state of niinid, and if practically acruil
flheir crimes, were ehangcd fir.,t iiito uipoti to its utni<>st exieut, %vould put.
snakes, and then inte stenes. 1-ere, an end at once to ail decision awd
said she, shiewing us a stonie of a con- c'xertion. It is sufflci, ntfly unreason-
ical form, is one of the fairy nighit-abe ndijuosi OM I)il
caps, now aiso becomne a stene. Do al)es and injris airs nof le-
niadam, observe; is it possible tîmat but in religion it is not lcsdestructive
lace-wvork so beautitùl as this, shouid to the soul than it is absurd in itselt.
ever be worked by luuman bands? 1Uuîdler the pretence that truth is un-
This, said she, and tîmat, are pieces of attainable by se slîort-siglited a crea-
thec bones of gialtts, Nvho came te live turc as muanî, the sceptics inckilcattud
here -%vben the race of fainies was thie iicccss4ity of kecpiing the mmiid ini
dcstroyed. These benes, she inforni- perpetual hes,ýitation and suspense upl.
ed us, werc frpquently dmxg up iii se- on ail points of enquiry,eamig
veral parts of the country, as well as everv thing and determinîng- nothiing
innunierable thunderboits, sonie of' -l'or ever liovering about truth, but
whieli shie sbewcd us, stating thaf. neyer daring to aliit upon any tuiîîg
these were the very thunderboîts w% ith as poý,sssiîîgthiis attribute. Nethilig,
whieh these people were, in their- thenl, is te >be beIieved, or carcul
turn, aiso destro ed." -Many of usu 'about as w,,orthiy of belief. The
can recelleet lieariing storiue in sonue w itherinig and perniicinus influence of
respects siriiilar, thoiugh there is ne s;îcl a notion is equalty obvions anil
doubt that iricreasîng kî~teg idgaig."W C sec ilnali pv pc


