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as it sceems, the surprise is quite as great
to the actors theolceves ns it is to you
who will be but an on looker." lIere ny
face assun.ei an air of incredulity and I
said that ny friend's statenient seemed
absurd, for hoi could actors possibly pro-
ceed with a play if they did not know
exactly beforehand what part they were
to be calied on to take.

My friend's countenance wore an
anused look as lie replied: "Ahi theremîy
dear Sir, is just wherein the interest lies,
and this alone is what calls sucl nunbers
of onlookers hither. This great tragedy
called <Life' is the only one in the world
in which the issue is veilel alike te
spectators and tragedians."

My readors can imagine that I was
really staggered by this information and
you need not be surprised when I tell
you I did not believe more thati lialf of
what ny friend told nie. though later I
faund it te be ail quite true.

(To becoàtinue-d ln theJuly USmos.)

Pen and Ink Sketches of Jamaica.

There are very few' places in the world,
perhaps, of which the generality of people
have so false an idea as ofjamaica. Few'
places, indeed, there are that eau boast
of more natutral loveliness, of a vegeta-
tien mare luxuriant., of views more glori-
ous and extensive, or of climate more de-
lightful and varied. In the planes on the
southern side of the Island you have a
tropical climate froi June to October.
In the mountains you have an atmos
phere of the most exhilarating freshnîess;
and on somne of the higheat peaks, posi.
tive cold, so much sa, indeed, that the
bouses are built with fireplaces. And te
bc without a lire in the afternoons and
evenings in the vinter mionths, is ta be
nuch more than ierely chilly-it is to
really shiver with cold I

At Cnchoai, 6,500 feet, one of the
highest inhabited points in the Blue
Mountain range, a tire is alwayenecessary
for comfort ail through the year. It is
generally lighted at four o'clock in the
afterndon. Very delightful I found this
tire, in the charmning ald fashioned open
lire place, a bright lire of cedar and bul
let wood.

In Manchester Parish (one of the 14
into which the Colony isdivided) the ten-
peratture is invariably cool, and most
equable, the thermoineter averaging
froin 65 degrmes to 7 degrees all the year
round.

In somue strange,but notunaccountable
way, .Jaiiaica bas got the naine of being
one of the pest hales of the world. And
it will be many a long year before the
world in general will he disabused of that
idea, the current opinion being. that ta
go t - Jamaica menians probably to die of

yellow fever, Jamaica and yellow lever
me-ming pretty mjuci the saine thing.
The belief that yellew fever is aiva3s
lurking so.newheire in Kingston or Port
Royal is quite erroneous.

That in years past the Island bas been
visited by epidomics is only too true. But
it is also a fact that the chief suflerers
have been Englith soldiers and sailors.
That here and thora a case is heard of, is
true. but it is likewise truc that constant.
ly that case is traceable ta somne flagrant
indiscretion or imprudent act, or is occas-
ionally introduced in toreign shipping. It
is a climuato in which to get chilled means
danger. But in what climate is there not
danger in getting chilled when heated?
In anather climate that chill imeans con-
gestion or inflaunnation of the lungs; but
in the West Indies the danger froi a chill
or congestion of the skin is fever. The
healthy action of the skin is the great
safety valve and security for health in a
tropical clinate. New coiers are proue
te disregard this fact, even if they know
it. Aise, in not a few' cases they think old
residents fussy, who caution then as to
unnecessary exposure.

As you approacli Jamnaica in the soft
carly dawn, the scene is one of unsurphss.
cd loveliness. The "Blue Mountains,"
rising fro. the central ranges, lift their
great indigo peaks up into the clouds
ivhich are ever rolling down their aides
in white drifts of downy splendor, and
now and then pierce through the cloudy
veil vhich floats above then. "Blue
Mountain" peak, 7,800 feet high, the loft.
ilst of thA range, rises in the distance like
a suall cone-shaped island in a sea of rosy
undulating cloud waves. Such glorious
mnountainsi Such lbght and shade play
over their miiighty sides every moment
of the day I An island, indeed, of moun-
tain beauty. Port Royal, the Royal Naval
Station and first stopping place of ship.
ping, at the entrance of Kingston bar-
bor, is at the westernmost end of a sandy
spit, over twelve miles long, and less
than a quarter wide. It fornis the natural
breakwater to Kingston harbor, and
nearly altogether encloses one of the
uost spacious and conveniently ap
proaclied ports mn the "new world." It
is known as the "Pahsadoes," and a long
beach on bath sides of the conspicuous
white tower of Plumb Foint Lighthouse,
was planted soie thirteen or fourteen
years ago by the Colonial Governnent
with cocoanut trees. This plantation,
withî its "plumny paluis" rising over the
sea level, after sigliting «Plumb Point"
Lghthouse, is the second evidence of
Govermnient effort which maeets the visit-
or, and its greenery mingled with the
mangrove fringes springing out of the
clear shallow vater is effective as a mark-
cd bito local coloring. As you stean
up the harbor everything daliglits the

Oye and pfeases the imagination, which,
cannot be said when you near Kingstoný
wharf.

I doubt if there is any other capital il
the world oflike importance that presents
so unhealthy and neglected an appear-
ance. And yet were its great natural
advantiges turned to aceount, what a,
handsouie, and 1• bolieve, iealthy urbaîîi
settleiient Kingston iight be nade.
There is a splendid 'fall" to the harbor,
if the town were drained, which it is net.
The water supply is stated ta o eabundant.
for "luîshiig" purposes, but while the
authorities are discussing the respective,
advantages of underground and over.
ground drainage, and urging the danger
ofsending sewage into the bay in a dilut-
cd state, it is allowed to soak into the site
of the town, and accunulate until nature
over-rides the iceble humann atteipts te,
depopulate the place; and by the water
power of the May and October rainy sea-
sons sweeps the refuse and surface of the
yards and streets into the sea, as it las
done froin the beginning. This sharp
and salutary treatient, however good
for the health of the citizens, bas turned
the streets into miere water courses, and
cut thei down so low that householders
have iad ta huild flights of stone and
brick steps to escapo from their uninten-
tionally elevated dlwellings. The conse-
quence is intense inconvenience te ail
traffic. The streets have been narrowed
and "wrecked" for driving over, whilk
the sidewalks for foot-passengers are dis-
connected platforins, the latter being in-
terrupted by step.barriers at every town
lot.

These "storm-waters" which deluge the
town to such an extent that several per-
sons were drowned at the crossings of
streets in October, 1897, during an un-
usually heavy rainy season, could ensily
he kept within bounds and sent out to-
sea. It wllhardly bebeiteved tbat.thera
is a natural water-course on both sides of
the town. These are, however,so smuoth-
ered with obstructive bush, rubbish front
the neighboring houses, and objectionable
accumulations of their own debris floated
down, that they cannot carry ofi the sur-
plus water, and the reaiiest outlets, the
streets,have to dothe duty. Were these-
channels properly cleared out, protected
in a few cases, and connected by a
masonry-mned cutting on the north or
upper end of the town, the ceaseless
lamentations of Kingstonians, as to tho
"sad state of streets," night cease.

Apart iram the cleansmag influences of
the tropie rains, there can hardly b any
point on any sea-board wlhich enjoys a
mare steady and vigornus atmospheria
circulation than Kingston. Seldoin are
there six hours of perfect stillness out of
the tiventy.four in any day of the year.

Early in the forenoon the sea-breeze


