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HAMILTON BOARD OF TRADE.

We have great pleasure in giving insertion to the Roport of the
Hamilten Board of Trade, read attheit annualinecting. We have
here tho expressed opinion in fevor of Freo Trade of the repre-
sontatives of the mercantile community in our rising and flourish-
ing sister oity, and wo cannot but angur faverably of our future
prospects when threo cities so dissimilarly situated as Montreal,
Toronto, and Hamilton, join in seeking the attainment of the same
abjects. I anything were wanting to prove the groundle«sness of
the assertion that the objects of the Free Traders are selfish, it is
t> be found in this complete unanimity of opinion, where a great
diversily of interests might be supposed to exist.

Powerful, iowever, asthe Reports of the Boards of Trade above
alluded to are, as arguments in favor of Free Trade, they are
even less so than the Reports which purport to be written on the
other side ; such as that from the Qucbec Board of Trade. As
the wnw illing admission of an antagonist is of more unequivoeal
value than the willing testimony of a friend, so the reluctant tii-
bute which the Quebec Protectionists are coiapelled to givetothe
soundness of Freo Trade principles, whenever theic local in~
terests are not immediately affccted, must tend t. convince
dispassionata persons of the general applicability of those prin-
“ciples.

We rejoice to learn that the new Board of Trade of Hamilton
are thorough Free Traders, and that we may depend on their cor-
dial codperation in every measure to forward the prosperity
of all classes of the community. We congratulate our friends on
the choice they have made of a gentleman so long 2 respected
citizen of Montreal as their President. Mr. Broxpeeest’s ex-
perience as a merchant here,—conducting the business of one of
the most extensive commercial houses in_the country—his oc-
cupation for some time of the Presidency of the Montreal Board
of Trade—his active codperation in the Council of the Free Trade
Association—all eminently fit him for the post in which the suf-
frages of his fellow-citizens of Hamilton have placed him; and
we_are satisfied that the appointment—flattering as it is in the
Lighest degree to_the individual sp elevated—will also conduce
1o the advantage of his constituents.

We observe that tho Hlamilton Spectalor, and certain other Pro-
tectionist newspapers of Canada West, dwell with marked plea-
sure on the change which has taken place in the Montreal Board
of Trade. The Hamilion Spectatar obscrves that “the recent
election in the first commereial body in Canada proves that the
theories advanced by the Free Traders have been disproved by
facts and matured reflection.” Now, we think we may fairly set
off against the result of the election, the resolution which was
unanunously voted by “the first commercial body in Canada,”
at the meeting alluded to, and which, lest it should have escaped
the recollection of our contemporary, we insert for his edifi-
cation :— 1}

Morved by V. Bristow, Esq., seconded by Mr. Cumming :—

# That the thanks of this meeting are justly due, and are hereby givens
to the Officerr and Counc:l of the Montrez1 Board of T'rade, for the zea
and ability with which they have, during the past year, advocated those
important modifications in the fiscal and economical regulations of this
Province, which the rccently adopted commercial policy of the Motker
Country imperatively demanded, and for the ossiduous attention which
they have devoted to oll subjects connected with the local and general
interests of the mercamile community.”

As tothe ¢ facts and matured reflection.” to which the Hamil-
ton Spectator alludes, wo think it will puzze him or any one else
10 shew a single assertion which the Free Traders have ever
made which has been refuted; and for this simple reason, that
they never drew on their imagination to supply them with those
“fucts,” but derived thom from statistics of undoubted accur-
racy. The results of the ¢mutured reflection ?” of the prosent
Montreal Board of Trade remain to be seen: we have little doubt
that they will take suflicient time to give them “matyrily,”
whatever expectation we mae{ forra of their wisdom.

We apprehiend, however, that our friend of the Hamilion Spec-
tator will find hims2lf disappointed in his expectations of the new
2ontreal Board of Trade, should their opinions cver sce the light.
He will find them little disposed to proteet those pet interests for
which he so valiantly does battle. "Agricultural Protection and
the 3s. per quarter on wheat will find Yittle fzvor in the sight of
the Montreal Protectionists.  Noj they, lize the doughty Yrotec-
tionists of Canada West, have their own cry,—* Protect us, but
let eyery other interest protect iiself 12

We canuot 2fford again 1o take up tho subject of Taxation.
We have frequently repeated that Free Traders are aitozether
opposed to Dinrcr Taxation, and that nething in their doctrines
leads to such a conclusion. The attempt to create such an appre-

hension amongst the agriculturists, is dishonest in the extreme.

With theso observations, we give the proceedings at the Annual
Meoting of the Hamilton Board of Trade. :

HAMILTON BOARD OF TRADE,.

The Annual Meeting of the Board of Trade took place on Wednes-
day, when the following Report was read, and unanimously
adopted :

The Committee of the Hamillon Board of Trade, in resigning their
trust, beg to report : .

That during the past season, when so many and such important
changes took place in our comnercial relations with the Mother
Conniry, when the whole system of protection was done away with,
your Commiltee did not fail ir their duty to their constituents, but
petitioned Her most gracious Majesty the Queen, craving time, in
order that the Colony might accustom itself to the change. To this
petition a veply was received adverse to the prayer thereof.  They
subsequently forwarded to Her Majesty another pelition, praying
for such a modification of the Navigation Laws as might place the
Canadian produce in a more favorable position. To this petit . no
answer has been received.

That your Committee have continued vigilant as to many matlers
of great importance to the welfage of the Colony ; among them, the
necessity of a uniform rate of Postage, the Repeal of the Duty upon
American Wheat, uscless to the farmer, burthensome to the merch-
ant, and affording no revenné to the Colony ; the Repeal of various
Duties on American Provisionsy—as, were sich admitied for home
consumption, free of duty, the whole of the very superior articles
produced in Canada, would be put up for consumption in Britain g
and thus, not only would the Canadian farmer obtain as good prices
as at present, but a trade would be formed of the highest value to
the Colony. ~ The assimilation of duties en goods fiom whatever
country derived, as an equivalent for the protection withdrawn from
Canadian produce, so considesately permitted to be taken up by the
Canadian Parliament, by the Authorities, have also occupied their
attention, and would with many ofher matlers have been urged on
the Provincial Governinent, had there been any Parliament sidting.
Your Committee, therefore, can only 1ecommend these matters to
their successors in office. .

‘The completion of the Canals on the St. Lawrence will do much
to facilitate our intercourse with our sea.port towns ; and should the
British Navigation Laws be so far altered as to permit foreign ves-
sels to load at Quebec and Montreal for ports in Biitain, and also
allow foreign ships to bring to Canada the produce of any part of
the globe, then yonr Commitiee trust that, so far from there being
any necessily for Upper Canada merchants to import and export
viag New York, on the other hand, cheapness of inland transport will
induce the merchants of the Western States of America (o import
their butky and heavy goods by way ot the St. Lawrence, and the
present strange anomaly of our position be done away with, permis-
ston being ziven to import through a forcign port and foreign canals
in foreign ships, and to be denied the privilege of importing in the
same ships through a Canadian port and Caradian canals. Your
Committee, judging from the late debate in the Impesial House of
Coromons, trust the day is not far distaat when their hopes will be
realised, and the cities of Hamilton and Quebec assume the com-
manding positions laid out for them by nature, and so improved

art.
yThe Magnetic Telegraph between this cily and New York, con-
tinued on to Toronto, and to be extended to Montreal on the one
hand, and to Port Sarnia on the other, your Committec have taken
great interest in, conceiving such mode of communication of the
highest importance to the interests of commerce, although they re-
gret that, from accidents and other causes, the benefits derived from
those in operation have been less than were anficipated. Your

Commiitee recommended to their successors, on the completion of

the other two lines, to obtain, either in conneclion with the press or

otherwise, a daily seport of the markets and news. .

Your Committec have regarded with much safisfaction, the fa-
vourable position of the Canada Great Western Railway Company,
canceiving such of the highest importance to the colouy at large,
and to this rising city in particufar, and trust such 1. ay be merely
the backbone of a series of railways, constructed from the materials
so abundant on their respective lincs, strefching to every cotner of
the fertile West. .

Your Committee are much pleased o observe the enterprise
shown in the cstablishment of a mining company and an association
for life insurance, and notice with great satisfaction the formation
of mnanufacturing establishments, which although commencing ona
smaldl seale will probably lcad to undertakings of greater mag-
nitude.

Your Committee would beg to point out to their successors, the
importance of their publishing occasionally, information for the be.
nefit of the Agricullurists, regarding the descriptions of grain suited
for the British markets, the proper methods of preparing flour, of
curing provisions, packing butler and making cheese, of raising and
dressing hemp and flax, the culture and preparation of aiticles for
dying, and on various other matters, tespecting which tac fermer
naturally Jooks o the merchant for advice.

In conclusion, much as your Committee regret that their exer-
tions have not met with the success they could have desired, they
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