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The Hand of Stecl.

173 POWER, THOUGH SKLDOM FELT, I8 ADSOLUTE
ON AN ATLANTIC LINER.

Prom the New Vork Deutache dimnerika.

‘Theoceansteamship of modern timesis literally
a floating palace.  The passenger who travels by
ono of the luxurious ships of one of the great
lines will exporicace only the velvet side of
life—if ho bohaves himself. Rverythiog will
be made as pleasant for him as possible. Civil
aud attentive servants wait in readiness to
execute any of his commands, night and day.
The sloon, the amokiag room, the library, the
ladics’ parlor, the stateroomn, are each wonder-
ful cxamples of modern comfort. But under
all the velvet, the plush, the silk hangings, the
piintiags, the carviugs, and the rest is the steel
frame of the geeat ship.,

So it is with tho discipline on board. The
passenger meots nothing but the utmost civility
and politeness, but behind this there is power,
supreme and arbitrary.  The passenger may
cross and recross wmany times without ever
suspecting that he is enjoying himself uoder a
despotism as rigid ss that of Russia. Under
the velvet glove is the hand of stecl.

For the firat two or three days oué it cortaia.
1y scemed as if Mr. Josoph Bounco wasy going
to be the most popular man on board ship that
voyage. Ile was a big, generous, whole-sou'ed
man from Califorsia, who was said to bo
immensely wealthy, as isa habit of Californians,
He was very lavish with his wmoney ia the
smoking room and any one who wished any-.
thing to drink, could always have it at the ex-
pense of the big Californian. A party of ranch.
men  who were on their way home to the old
conntry became his particular cronies, drank
freely of thy champagne he ordered, laughed
loudly at his jskes, which were not at all bad,
and at his stories, which very often were.
Several times Bounce asked 2il the habitues of
the smoking room to drink with him, which
invitation was at fizst very generally accepted,
although some refused.

Joseph claimed that this refusal would not
hive been permitted in the bast classes of
socicty to which he belonged out West, but
still those who had refased persisted in their
vefusal, aud it was evident Joseph did not like
it. Mo talked loudly abrutsome people being
snobbich, and claimed that he had moaney enough
to buy the whole lot of them out several times
over, which statemnent vobody counsidered it
worth while to refute.

When the pool fever took hold of the smuk-
ing room, Joseph Bounce was chosen auction-
cer, and ho sold the runs of the ship ia & way
that caused merriment. He had evideatly a
good deal of humor in his composition, and, if
he had kept sober, he would probably have
been, as I said before, the most popular manon
shipboard.

As the voyage progressed, however, it soon
became evident, that Bounce had laid himself
out to make the trip one continual booz: as far
as he was concerned.  He was drunk night and
day, and by and by the passengers who had
been fricudly with him at ficst, began to drop
away from him, with tho excoption of a few
who were as fond of liquor as himself, and to
whom a free fuddle had attractions. Theg
Joseph got into the babit of forgetting himself,

oud took to insulting thoso who refused to
drink  with him., o becamo exceedingly
obnoxious to the whole smeking room, aud
doubtless complaint was made to the offizors,
although nobody kaew wh2 made it.

Oac evening Bounce came into the smoking
room and sat downat his usual card table. He
ordered champagne and talked loudly about
tho objectionable passenger list on this particu.
lar trip. This sort of thing went on for some
time, whon the smoking room steward came in
and said very mildly:

©*Mr., Bounco, the purser would liks to see you
ir hisroom for a few inutes.”

This was 8o quietly spoken that no one would
have noticed it if Bouncs himself had kept quict.
He glared at the inaffeusive stoward for a mo.
ment, and then shouted as ho brought his big
fist down upon the table:

“You gall the puraer that if he wants to sce
me more thin I Want to ses him, hecan come
in hereand sec me.”

This romark was garnished bya choico assore.
ment of lurid wild Western oaths.

“Very good, sir,” answered the steward pol-
itely, as he withdrew.

After a pause the games and conv:rsation
went on as usnal, but a veteran who had crossed
a number of tires, and who knew what was
what on board ship, said in a whisper:

“1f I'm not very much mistaken you will
hear something drop in a moment.”

s \Will the purser come in ?” was asked.

“No; but I think, he will sond for
Bounce.

¢ He has gsent for him, but it doesn’t scem to
have done much good.”

“You wait !” said the veterau.

At that moment the door opened agiin and
the steward cume in a3 deferential as before,
but behiad him, koeping step together, streode
six stalwart sailors, any two of whom could
bave taken Bounce and done what they pleased
with him, big as he was. The sailors, with im
perturbable faces, ranged themselves behind
the chair of the man from California.

The steward, in oxactly the same toae of
voice as he had add *ssed Joseph Bounce be.
fore, said :

«The purser would like to see you, sir, for a
few moments.”

There was dead silence in the swmoking room,
and the bravest held his breath for a iime.
Bounce looked ovur his shoulder for 2 moment
at the motionlesa men and then at the steward.
His face was flushed with liguor, but he was
not so drunk that he did not r2alize the situa.
tion. There was a short pause for & moment ;
then Bounce said in a more sober voice :

< All right ; 'l go with you.”

He went, with the six men marching quietly
behiud him. What trauspired at the interview
no one knew, bat it soon became known, that
Boutca’s supply of liquor had beea cut off and
he was practically uande: arrest during tho rest
of the voyage.

Mr. Josepih Bounuce had felt the touch of the
hand of steel.

The British Admiralty have notified the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company of their
iutention to recommission the ships Daphne
and Nymph in May over thetr lines. The
number of men required will be 203 with three
officers,

She's Rad Enough of €Canada.

From the Noew York Tribune:

Says an American lady: “\While in Can.
ada, recontly, I went into a candy store to
mnko a purchase, and, as I had always dono at
home, sampled some of the varieties piled on
the counter. Aad what do you think I fouad ?
Cayenuoe pepper ! At ficat I supposed it was
someo candy made for April-fool’s day, but when
I sampled two other piles which looked tempt-
ing, and from which, had they pleased me, 1
should have purchased, I found that cayecnne
peppor was in each piece. ‘In order to stop
customers eating candy they don’t pay for,’
said my companion. I tell you I wasmad;
and ‘vhen I thought of the way in this coun.
try, where one is asked to sample everything
unkrown before buying, I told the cleck I
didn’t want the caramels. I uuderstand some-
ono is trying to annex Cavada to the United
States. Well, my uncle is a Uaited Stotey
senator, and I shall tell him that unless he pre.
veots such a thing I shall go to Europe and
marry a French prince. I uaderstand that
they arc cheap now.”

Of Interest to Dakotans.

¥From the Brandon Mail we take the follow-
ing to which was attached the names of 24 ex-.
Dakotans :

Sutro Laxr, Assa., Nov. 2ad, 1891,

W, the undersigned, formerly from South
Dakota and now located in the vicinity of Sheho
Lake, Assa., are well satisfied with our lo-
cation and find it to be as good as reported by
the agents at Abordeen. We would advise
any man who wishes to go into mixed farming
to come and seo this country, as we think it
just the place to mako money. There is plenty
of timber for building, fencing and fucl. There
are some beautitul lakes, fine springs, a good
rich soil and plenty of clay.

We thank Mr. Eden, Land Commissioner,
Winnipeg, for lus kindness, and Mr. Smith,
Canada Loan and Trust Co.’s agent, for his
kind way of treating us 2t Aberdeen, also
Mr. G. H. Campbell, General Immigration
ageat, Winnipeg,for his kindaess to us at Win-
nipeg. .

Medicine Bat Zimes: Captain Bolmes,
with a party of delegates from Michigan, isin.
specting the lands of the Northwest with a view
to tho'settlement of discontented dwellera fiom
that once prosperous state, on the fertilo lands
of the Territories,

Under the game laws of Ontario just adopted
by the Oatario legisiature, the open season for
deer will be only two weeks, from November 1
to November 135, instead of October 15 to
November 15. Oge person is forbidden to kill
more than two deer, except when the animalg
are his own property. No person or common
carrier will be allowed to trausport deer car-
casges except from November 1 il November
22. The open scacon for ducks will begin on
Scptember 1, and the number one man may
kill is Yimited to 300. The exportation of
ducks, quail, woodcock and all other game birds
and animale is forbidden. The purchase or
salo of quail, snipe, partridge, wild turkey and
woodcock 3 prohibited for two years,



