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of theological study? It is uot possible that in the minds of
too many aspirants to the ministry there is « eatiecoution quite
too low as to what theological culture and eftective minis-
terial worl invalve 7 As the bible is the boolk of books, so
is theology the science of sciences. In the nature of things
no department of learning is coraparable, for depth, and rich-
ness, aud importance, with the department of biblical learn-
ing. In the nature of things also the work of the minister
is difficult, delicate, and important in the highest degree.
Moredver, where, in a busy pastorate, cun the time be found
for even a casual survey of all those broad fields which I
have sketched ? e would be a diligent man indeed who,
in fifleen years, could reserve enough time from his pastoral
duties to cover the ground of the three years work of the
Semingry, to say nothing of his having to do the work alone,
unhelped Ly the guidance of competent teaches, and the fine
stimulus of the leeture room. How much betier must it be
to have surveyed the ground at the start, to know the range
and relations of things, to have luid to heart a thousand wise
counsels touching one’s work ou every side, to be able at the
beginning of one’s life-work to move forward with the as-
surance begotten of the wider view and fuller discipline, and
to be able to devote whatever time can be taken from the
immediate duties of one’s pastorate, not to acquiring the ele-
ments of theological learning, but to pressing on from the
vantage point already gained.

That there are arts graduates who, without theology,
have become, not only very successful pastors, but also men
of broad theological eulture, is unquestionably true. But
this does not say that they did not start with heavy disad-
vantages, and that they have not had to work with lifellong
vesoluteness to malke up for these disadvantages. There are,
indeed, successful and learned men in the ministry who never
had either a theological or an arts course. But how many of
these latter would advise a young man vot to go to ceilege at
all?  And how mauy of the tormer, if they havebeen in the
ministry for any length of time, would counsel their own
sons to follow their example. The importance in our own
day, of a course of theological study as a preparation tor the
work of the ministry can hardly be overstated.

So strong are the writer’s convictions on this point that
if, through age, or other insurmountable obstacles, a student
should find himself unable to plan for more than four years
at college atter matriculation, he would unhesitatingly re-
commend that such a student give two years out of the four

.



