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reformers, there is some sense in this idea.
In itself old age is flot a desirable thing.
There are accessory circumstances which
niay render it enviable ; but these do not
alwvays exist. The tendency is to esteem
and honour those over whose heads niany
years have passed, because we suppose that
with the passing of years wisdom has corne.
"Intellect is the essence of age," says Emner-
son. The superficial observer secs the
snowvy locks and wrinkled brow, and takes
these as the evîdences of that ripened intel-
lect whicb he is prepared to venerate. But
the age of the wise man is to be computed
from his studies, flot from bis wrinkles. The
intensity of a life of two-score years may
have bad ficher resuits than the even tenor
of four-score. This is the idea of the old
Veda: "He that can discriminate is the
father of bis father." And is flot the man
wvho has ivorked witb every nerve and mus-
cle ti11 fifty, of as much value to society as be
who bas dawdled out a century ? Has he
flot done more ? Does he flot know more?
And can he flot then step aside from a busy
life to a deserved rest, leaving his memory
enshrined ini the affection and esteem of the
circle where be moved-leaving a name
more honourable far than he whose chief
notoriety is from bis many years-years
which we begin to count, as some one bas
said, when there is nothing else to count ?

Tbe legend of Tithonus does flot exag-
gerate the evils of a physicaI immortality ;
and 'w1hen statist- assure us positively tbat
more than haif the people over eigbty years
are totally infirm in mind and body, we
scarcely feel tempted to desire a longevýity,
that shail take us into the regions of disa-
bility. 'When tbe prophets; of bygiene point
us to our tlunders, and lay down rules for
our guidance like those of Cornaro, 6y per-

haps more cast-iron stili, we are apt to say
with the old satirist, IlLonga dies :iitur qùid
contulit P" What pleasure even in antici-
pating a comparatively vigorous senility, if
wve outive our generation and outlive
our usefulness ? The grand-chi1drPn be-
corne the men and women wbo govern the
world;- and they seldom work barmoniously
with the grand-fathers. -"Old age for coun-
sel !" But the busy workers have littie
time to consult old age, and lîttie inclina
tion to follow its advice when adverse.
Will the mere fact of baving lived many
years cofibole Old Age for bis physical in-
cunveniences, for bis failing powers, for the
neglect of bis juniors, for the loss of ail bis
friends and companions ? Where Will the
bappiness be for the lonely centenarian-

"When the mossy niarbies rest
On the lips that he has pressed,

In their bloomn;
And the name.- he loved to hear,
Have been carved for many a yeai

On the tomb ?"

As be looks on life's busy whirl, so change-
less in its activity, its energy, and its vigour,
yet ever changing in its forms and modes,
s0 different from what it was wben be wvas
young, wlll he flot cry witb hlm of old:

IlYet hold me flot forever in thine E ast ;
Hlow can my nature longer mLx with thine?
Coidly thy rosy shadows bathe me, cold
Are all thy lights, and cold my wrinkled feet
Upon thy glimring thresholds, when the steam
Floats up from, those dim fields about thehornes
0f happy men tiat have the power to die,
And grassy barrows of the happier dead.
Release me, and restor, me to the ground."

Better f'ar to work while tbere is strength to
work and w}'en strength l'ails to cease from
labour, and enter into rest there,

"1Where beyond these voices there is peace."


