
JOHN JOIINSTON.

1"rom Chambers' Ediinburgh Journal,

lit ilie year 1760, there wvas a Jo1hn Johns-
lon, a journeyinan carpenter fram lMoffýst,
wvho came Io Edinburgli ta seek work. A
lie %vas an excellenît tradesmnan, lie s 3of pro-

'-urcd ernployînent, and bc mig-lît have donc
very well, for lie got Uic best ivages tîtat %veic
.roing; but ito malter lîoi mu'ch lie woriçcd,
lie %vas aiivays in paverty, and 1usd liaI oue
pennîy 10 rub on anoîlier. Tiiere ivas a tip-

pliiîg îouse kepi. by a Mrs. KCerr, very tîcar
o0 the slîop wherc lie xvirough-t, and there lie
îid cumei of his caipanionr, whc' liîad thte

>anîe taste as himsclf, -et %vitat drinik tiîey
rcquired throughsl the wveei, on the express
tzandit ion tlhat they %vere ta clear scores pune-
îîîaiiy every Satuiday nighlt. This ivas a
very cotweîîietît arrangement. but il led ta

utli ruîîîîhîg rip of*pretty long LÀIls. Sontetimes
-lohn*s score anîiountedl ta six or seven shil-

iigas it nîighit very iveit (Io, considcring
how seeii te urice of onu or tivo g i s orj a
oottie ut tîvo of aie every day inount Up 10 a
roundf suni. Wltatever tihe scores wecre, hoa'-

.ctiîey wcrc uîIvays pointediy paiô. The
ailowanice oï crdt ith Luecky Kerir was

'.ie lîaviniigt, and the greatel pailts
icec taken- to keep the ', 1 iolîn going

ut". How nmucli of .lhîî's wveekly Xvages vo-
,nt-led after sutlèrin- the.s:e cuttirtgs anîd
oarviiîgs, oin Sa*urciay ''tî,may be ca;siiy

whîs~ent on in titis kcind ai %vay til
,.!)îut thîe Maîtinlnas ofîLhe yeur 1785, just asý

wtî:ter ret in, whicn John took a secvere coid,
;'!d %vas lairiy laid up in luis iodging. fie had
iteen i orlici in a tteiv hanse, wvii lîad nal
gaI in te %vindow8, and a cîrauglit af air lail
idowtî alit day tupon li-iîn, so as ta -ive Iitu
in.t a soie Ilîroat, auîd Ilion a terrible couffi,

.:Ita %vas (Il eadft ta hecar. This vaýs a v'ery
s.evere inisfartune, mjore particularly as lie
hLad saved nolhiittîg fron)I lus wvages, and lie
1là 1.d no ny efflier ta get nourishing diet,

01r ftting ta keep iit~l varni. To mnaizete
case as bad as il eould ibc, lîardly any bodly
cllin ta sec Iium, ut leasi. none that couild
gve Iiii any tl.ing, for lie clîd iot belon- ta

ai;y> box or sicic socicty. atîd lie wvas tlieret,,re
noiv i:î the greatLes-t ztrails. lilie liad. îlot
paivît-ed saonie: aIl*is, toals, it is believed Iliat
he %w.-u!d iave acîualiy p)erislîed.

- lit e înidst of Joliti's kgreut jIlnesand tic-
ce:,.y liemiX fil landiad>', an aid w.;dow

wonanv;Fo iasveî'y poar, and cauld inake
him no lîeip, ta tel! Nlrs. Kerr of his condition
-aîd asi if site îvould be sa iid as leîtd

lie vvouid liiesly pay lier. Tlhe requcet %vas
illde, but îîre:ultdy refused. " Gue way wi'

Ye, woman" said Lucky; " dlYe îtink'
naethintg cisc ta clo ii ny siller tian gie
sic a druniken chield as Jccli Johtiston 7
sets iin weei to send to me for any iiitzc
k-ind. Gang away xvi' ye; he tnaytdecît
back o' a dyke for iie." Join %vas t
rnuch dlisap)poinîtc, Mien the oid Wc'inau
turned witiî this uncivil repiy orafi î1e ic
wltoin lie liad for yeara bec;î enriciiirge 1

luis motiev. "Wiiat an idiot j' liave we
said lie to lilm.tef, 1 carne Io Itis piltrl,îi,
1 maigit itave pdety to kçeep i co-nfo.tal
but il 1 live, l'Il takce better care ag::in,
as for Iliat t ancy-, Lucy Kerr, sUet
riever se another hia'penny o' m.

"Weil, ýortunateIy for John, a si zerr
to Ilte taw'n and gave hiitu eome.srnall,
and Iiis constitution ut ien.gîh eot the 1
orfIll iliness, so titat lie 'vas allie ta api
hisz oid tîtaster, Dcacon Bryden, for cmt
nient. 'J'iec Deacon wvas a canc-idetate
leeingm mati for the poor. anîd aI once
Jolto inio the siuop, an(iatcd liî: r
to redeemn his toal-o frorn theu pawivnhrs-o
Sonie rhort tinie after lie i-etuiiel i

wori, he(, haîl ccasion. ta paf:s M rý.
cloor, an(, tic shie was standing)-, t.iii
a neighr!bour-. ',Goad day, J3u2saià

1 arn giad to ice iluat ye arc able tobc
to your %vark; wvii ye ro sîcl in id ren
'I'iiaii ye," lie refflied ; '' 1~~îo
atiitso ias pa~non. " ilou:, .t, J

seie ansiwercd, 'dinna bc in sic v'
ye içcc wve're aui fi»ec)lîd;: and ye 13it
tac on tîhîoul,!î the iveek as %ou ured
"That's a' veî'y guid, ;nis1rcs , bu:ýit

do0 For ne ;your shabbinezSs in no let1ii
ivilia I ivaîgedz îvlhen 1 aas sac il] 0,
your iii tln;ue 1a lte bargain, hiae Cu

o' ca'iing- at youi rî or tie cloor o'à
lilie ye." And wvith thaI lie ranliy
on. The victory was conîpletely
John wâas îîoi quite another rîîg
hiavirg a tic drun!kcn look, nid iv
a coat ot at the elboîvs, he now lia,
tional appearattce ii Ille face, and waz,
cent in his apparut as any wvorlitmaiii
be. Sensible of the advaitage of 1i
inètîttier of living,-, lie persuaded o!th
lads ini the sanie esil to0 give up tlîcir,
itig, and i:ty by their odid baivbces.
being nîo Saviug)S Batiks in- thoSe d'i
made Iiii-nseif" a sinail boN ivith a z!ii
top, fustctîing the iid with zcrew na Ï
lie weîxt upon a fixed plan of putting
thing evcry wveek irîto it; anîd lie dete;
floitlu bî-eak upoit theze savinge, uaie
a caze of*vcry u rgent kieceecssty.


