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dictat, tlîat the glery or it shoulti exeat the glory or
the former. Then werc tht children of Zioti lilie
those tliet dreamed. Tlîcîr mnati w.as fillîcti Wth

laugliter, and their tongue %vith singing. li wvas said
among the litethen, the Lord brut 'inme great tlîings
ror thetu, anti ver ily, thcy wcre glati bccatisc i was
80, andi because tlîouffli £hey lied sown, iii tears, tlîey
bail now a rcaping- tme of joy.

Necti 1 say, brcîhrcîî, that kt is our duty anti privi.
leg-e te follow the prophect's example in flie f.rvcncy ot
Our prayers, anti te cherisil the proj)heils conîfidence
fouindat on tlîc cxpecricnce ef God's former dcalings
with his people.

We mny have cause to meîîrn over the low and ep-
parently desertat condition ot the clîurch. But, if
tramn lockîng back open the past, the prophct gatlîcrcd
hope for tIre future, lîow inuch mort mny wc 1 For
wc liave xnany a glaonos scason cf deliverance and
revival te rcmcmibcr in the figes which have elapscd,
aince the prophet was gatliercd te his fathiers-set.
sons in which tic clîurcli was brought as Iow, as in
Egypt or in Babyloil, but in which, aIse, the armn of
the Lord diti a3 signally awake atid îut on streng-tt,
as whcn lcading Isract front the bouse of bondagc into
the landi of promise, or the chîildrem ot the ceptiviîy
front the stteams cf Babel te the hill of Zion.

Con we flot look back, for instance, te the time et
the ativent of the Messial, 1 IHow muclancholy and
hopeless seemd then the state cf tht Churcli autt pe.
pie cf Goti. The Jewisli nation %vas groaning under
a torcign yolcc. The spirit of pîeîy andi faith seemed
almost whîolly te have forsakeni the landi. The truc
mmn,ogf the sacrad writings was pcrverteti by the
traditions anti the glosses cf mcn. Tite spiritual
imiport of te splendid ritual of the temple tvorship
was forgotten. Somc werc the victi ef an austere
andi melanclîoly fanaticisni; naîîy wverc open unhe-
lievers; anti nimost ail werc satistird witli the outward
forin of godliness alone. But therc wvere a feur cven
inthat scatsen cf darliness and dcray, whlo %vaitcd
vitlî devout, expectatien for the fitifilment et the preomhc.
dies, anti Iongcd and praycd for the coming of Mlin
-who, was te prove the consolation of Isrel. Anti
vas their expecctation disappoiîîtcd; thecir prayer un-
answered 1 Oit no. Tli cmrn cf thc Lord ztwoke.
The Desire cf ail nations came te his temple. At-
terthe long intervalof four hunded years, a new sen-
son cf miracles anti propheccy cenicnced. Angels
cclebrateti wimh songs ot pritise the birtît ot a Savicur.
A star guidet ie~î sages of the Eist to worship et bis
tees. A voice fromn heavcn decinati im tc beloveti
Son cf the Father. The vi nds anti wares werc
busheti te rest at his bitiding. Tit devils trembila
at his word. The counseis cf the Eather's love werc
revealeti. Lite and immortality werc broughit te
light. The promntses, which for tour thousanti yent3
hati giadtienet the hearis ot the people of Goti, were
fulfillet; anti a new day ot prosperity anti glory
daweed upon the -Chuecb.

Can tue net aise leok back te time morning cf the
resurrection, ns another scason when the anighty
power of God was spccially put forth in at time of
doubt, anti nIarm, andi misgivtng te the sa&ttred. and.
dispiritcd miembers et the Chîtrel 1 It scetate tthe
eneuies et Christ thnt n final tritimphi over hiim hiad et
lcngtli heen gainad, nnd that ail bis loily pretensiens
w(.r for ever laid te rest. lu seemied as if thc pewcers
othllI wcre et lcngtlîînriumphant; as iftîepurposes of
Gnd's Ioe c vre te be firustretcd, and thie race of man
lett te pcristi withîout a tcmedy. Event the confiding
followcers et Jesus ceulti net understeîîd how the Re-
denter of lsracl shoulti penisli on a cross, end were
rcndy te bury cvcry hocie they hiad format i-. tlmt
loncly sepulelire, wherc the body oft he Lord was
laid. But in the heur of derkness anti dismay, tIi.
amii of the Lord aweke. Angels were sent te watch
et the Saviour's tomb. An carthquaec roleti away
time mte front the door et the sepulchre, anti the Re-
deciner came forth travelling in the grcatness of bis
strcngth, mighty te save. Mhen was the redemption
of ni completed. Then the seal of the divine ap-.
probation wes aflixeti te te sacrifice ef the cross.
Mihen wzis a way openeti mmp for sinners, even the be-
Iiest of ail. Detb was robbetof etus sting, and the
giave of its victory. Aint lie whe amidst si-lis and
tcars, anti blood andi deatît lied avouchet hinistîf the
freat anti brother of our race, set dowo on the
tîtmatte cf the uniiverse-Heati ever til things te the
Church.

Cen we net aise look back te the eariy triumphs cf
chiistianity ever Jewish bigotry anti Heathen super-
stitionî, as another instance, when 1 the arm cf the Lord
diti signelly ewaei, anti put on strength for the sup-.
port andi the etivancement cf the CburchVl Feebie,
inded, semet the means providet by tht wisdom of
Goti, for carryîng the gospel into a derk andi unbe-
lteving world. But te spirit cf tht Lord accelupa-
nied thîemt, anti gave tliet a migiity anti resistless efli-
cacy. Bfrt the unlettereti fisimermnt of GalViiec, tht
wvisdom ofthe ise was ccntounded. Tht swordoetruth-
less anti bleody persecution failetif ets purpose. The
nîters of Pagztn superstition crumbletijase, dut. Secat
tîteir lessuns reaiclieti eveit te the thronc cf te Coesars.
Tite symbol of tht faith shone resphendent on tue
bannera of the Roman empire, anti every where the
cross of Christ, wlîich hati becn te the Jcws a stum-
biin- block, anti te the Grecits tooiishness, was ac-
klio%%ledgeti te bc the power cf Goti anti the wisdom
et Goti.

Cen tue net look bacle aise te tht gioricus era cf
the rctormation front Popish superstition and idolatry,
te a tinte when almost tht whele visible Christiatn
Climrci %vas zavolvet in thickest darieneas, when anti.
christ reigneti, %whcn the man of sin was revealeti ait-
tin, ini the temple cf Goti, andti xalting him3elf above
ail that is calet Goti, anti tht few genuine follewers
of Jesus were persecuteti te the death, even tn their
lutI retreats, aanong the zocks and the stlidti valey


