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Thiis theory, if true, presents
rather a gloorny outlook for thie
sinaller bodies in the solar systeni;
for life as known to us inust liave
coi)inations of certain elements
10 support it. But the amateur
wvii1 find on studving the subjeet in
its enitiretv, thiat the high velocity
of thie oxygen or hydrogen mole-
cule is in the region of hypothesis
onil'. No one ever measured it in
the iaboratorv, and such velocities
as are assumed as the resuits of
experimentation, and of calcula-
tion, into which the "tlieory of
probability " enters, are verv much
Iess than the ultimate velocities
-whichi, if they existed, the moon
certainly could not control. The
whole question is open for discus-
sion and a satisfactory solution
lieeci not necessarilv corne fromn
the most skiiled observer or phy-
sicist.

Some explanation is wanting,
lîowever, for the fact that while
upon the moon we sec evidences
of whiat we miav rigýhtiy7 or wrongly
cali water actio>n, there is flot a
line, there' is not a mark upon it
-which meets our terrestrial de-
scription of a river bed. The
nearest approach to sucli are those
peculiar markings styied, "nuls" or

ciefts," and they are more than
anyv others the mnost inexplicable
features on the lunlar surface. The
rils wvere flot noted at ail until
some considerable advance liad
been made in telescope construc-
tion. Thev hiave been now about
-one liundred vears under observa-
tion, and the astronomier stili dis-
cusses thecir origin, while now and
Gien a keen-sighted amateur dis-
covers one îîot hlithierto mnapped,
l)ut presenting no new features ho
aid iii a solution of flic mystery.

Tliev nîighit be cracks iii the
lunar surface (querv, Whiat crack-
ed it?) but they gro up hIils andl
down dales an(I intersect each
other iii such a way as ho present
.an appearance whicli we could

neyer reproduce by cracking aiv-
thiing. \Ve cannot, try as we max',
reconicile their appearance to thiat
of river b-2&z. So rthere thev are.
1-ow wvere thiev formied ? \Vhat
are thiey ? So as niot to leave the
studenit at a ioss for data, we
should add thiat the bottoms of the
nuls are ail perfectîr smiooth, so, far
as cani be judgced bx' very excellent
telescopic examination.

Wliile it requires consicleral)le
optical pow'er to examine fleic nus
there is one feature of the lunar
surface noticeable in every photo-
,graphe easily seen in a smail tele-
scope, and y'et quite as inexplic-
able. This is flic " streak " sys-
tem. We are ail familiar with
that great ring-plain Tycho, in thie
southern hiemisphere (a picture
usuallv shows an inverted imagýe),
and withi the series of briglît ravs
extendingý in ail directions froni it.
W'e cannot mniss this feature, it is
the inost noticeable on the* moon,'
and Mien we view it in the tele-
scope, looking long enougyh ho get
the impression of a great globe
standing out in space, we are re-
minded most forcibiv of the ap-
pearance of a glass globe cracked
by inside Pressure, that of ice, for
instance. But we cannot explain
Tvcho and his rays so0 easilv as
that. Tliere are flic brighlt streaks
and tue intertwining nuls ail w~ait-
ing for somie one to explain their
origini.

Tue aniateur, then, miust not
tiiik- thsat the nîoon is workzed out.
iEasiest of ail objects to observe, it
is the -most initeresting, and wlîile
we no longer attribute to it occuit
influences, w~e find it stili lias tlic
power ho clîarrn us aw'av just a lit-
tic from tue gYross thingrs of earth.

Observations of thie moon should
be coIi(ucted systematically, and
not t00 nîncl attenipted ah once.
he observer wvho is at aIl eni-

tliusiastic, is usually arnîed witli a
tiîree-inclî telescope, aiid tiîis
aperture will show more than
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