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speak of Abraham as a providen-
tial man. He wvas chosen because
hie w~as faithful in ail his house.
Moses wvas ernphatically a provi-
dential man, so also joseph and
Samuel, King David and the Apos-
tle Paul are respiendent on the
list. The humble maîden Ruthi
and Esther the Qucen filied their
places in the I)rovidentiai order.
Martin Luther, John Knox, and
Johin Wesley %vere men raised up
for thecir times and the necessi-
tics of tlîeir greneration in the pro-
vidence of God.

It is in sucli a sense that we say,
our noble Qucen Victoria was a
providential sovereign. The times
needed lier. God kniewv it, prepared
lier for lier place, and gave lier lier
opportunity. And thank God for
such a qucen. Shie filled lier
place to its utmost demands. The
court needed lier, and slhe purified
the palaces and the royal homes.
The statesmen needed lier; and
she filled councils and parliaments
with wise and gentie intimations,
suggaestions and decisions. Her
own domains abroad needed
lier, and slie lielped themn to
peace and prosperity. Our Cana-
da wvas iii turinoil whien shie
ascended the throne. We soon liad
better governimelt and constitu-
tional order. India and the Austra-
lian colonies needed aiid felt the
touch of hier lîand. South Africa
and the Isies of tle Sea are learning
the benignity of lier sceptre. Her
owvn Great Britaiii and Ireland
show the impulses of miglîty on-
wvard movemeîîts aîîd the healtlîful
restraints of patriotic legisiation
and pure admninistration.

The God of tue nations who
gave lier hier crowiî, gave lier also
iîlustrious and mighty men for
cou;îcillors of state. She har, en-
joyed the benefit of three genera-
tions of British statesmen, Mel-
bourne, Peel, Aberdeen, Derby,
Wellington, Palmerston, Disraeli,

Gladston~e ; what national moll of
fame slîines w'itlî brîghter namnes ?
Only well-ordered constitutional
govcmnment caii produce suchi
gcalaxies of immortals. The grene-
rais of lier armY' aiid the admirais
of lier iiavy are tlîe admiration of
the age. The scliotars and phiioso-
phers of lier tiiiie %'oulcl adorui any
era. The advancemcnt of coiný-
nierce, manufactures aiid iiidustriai
art have briglîteîîed the honmes aiid
life and increascd the wealthi and
power of lier people. Sureiy we
may praisç God for suchi a tiîne,
and such governument aiid mule?

Then our Qucen %vas emphatic-
aiiy aiid pre-emninentiv a constitu-
tionai sovereigli. Slîe wvas no mnere
moiiarciiical flgureliead,no mnechan-
ical signer of documents. Suie
u ndertook îîo arbitrarv mneasures
outside of the constitution ; but ex-
erted great aiid beneficial influence
withini tue bounds of the consti-
tution. As yet tiiere lias been no
other such sovereigun in this regard
upon the face of the e-arth. Under
our svstem of limited constitutionai
ionarchy, the sovemeig.î cannot wel i

be a îîonentity. There must be
positive action for grood or for iii to
the w'hole realm aîîd to ail the nîa-
tioiis of meni. Mr. Gladstone speaks
thus of the pccupant of the Britishi
throne:

-"The Sovereignii i Eiîgland is the
synibol of the îiation's unit3', and the
apex of the social structure; the nier
(iwith advice) of the laivs; the Suprenie
Governor of the Church ; the fountaiiî of
justice; the sole source of hoîîour; the
person to whoin ail iniiitary, ail naval, al
civil service is rendered. The Sovereign
owvns very large properties; receives and
holds in law the entire revenue of the
state; appoints and disinisses niniîsters;
niakes treaties; pardons crime, or abates
its punishmnents; wages war, or concludes
peace; suniiions or dissolves the Par-
liainents ; exercises these vast powers for
the inost part without aîiy restraint of
law; and yet enjoys in regard txe thein
and every other funiction, an absolute
iinnunity frona consequences. There is
no provision in the law of the United
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