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this branch of the subject by showing that
many of the Popish traditions refer to doc-
trines or practiceswhich began to belollowed
or believed five, six aid seven centuries
after Apostolic times. In these cases the
Protestaut isentitled to ask, What had become
of this tradition for 500 years? Had the in~
fallible Chureh mistaken its meaning ¥ Or
had she understood, and at the same tine,
resolved to disbelieve or disobey ? ln euter-
ing on the second propositioa, he quoted fromn.
deerees, &e., of the Popish Church, which
include the A:pocryphal books in the Serip-
ture canon. He showed from internal and
external evideunce that these books counld
not have been inspired; referring more
especiaily to the facl, that they were not
admitted to the canon by the Jewish C hureh,
which would gladly ju its ¢drrupt days have
ackaowledged these books, many of which
countenanced its corruptions. Secondly, that
they were not written in’ Hebrew, showing
that they were written afterthe days of Mala-
chi, who declares that, afier him, no prophet
should arise till the days of Johu. Thirdly,
to the fact, that the aulhors of some of theses
books lay no claim 1o inspiration—see pro-
logue to Ecclesiasticus, also ' Maccabees
ix. 27. Fourthly, they were not included
in the canon till the sixteenth century and
were not till the fomth eentury al-
lowedevento beread'in the churches. While,
lastly, they contain statemeuts opposed to
those of the Bible. In iltuswating the third
proposition, the lecturer showedl. from the
decrees of the Council of Trent, from the
persecutions by the Popish Church, extend-
lug over wmany centuries, from buils lately
from Rome, and from evems which have
oceurred within the last few years, that the
Romish. Church has always been, and still
is, opposed 10 the free circiilution of the Word
of God, alluding to the case of the Madiai at
Florence, and to the burning of Bibles in Po-
pish lands. He then referred to the argu-
munts Papists advance in support of such
opposition, showing that 2 Peter iii. 16 uot
only doees not. support but opposes such a
course, by proving that the Word was circu-
lated-in Apostolic times, and then quoting-
from the Bible itself passages to show thay
Gad intends the Bible to be perused by all;
angd ¢oncluded this brauch of the subject by
au argumentum od absurdum, showing that
a man must, at least, read his Bible once
hefore he can know that he has no right to «o-
80. b counection with the fourth Protestant,
proposition, Mr Thompsqu quated from the
creed-of Pivs LV.,indicating that a Christian.
. Imust acgept the interpretation of the Word:
given by the Church, showing the worthlesgs
ness of arguineuts attempted to be derived,
from Seripture in support of this Yiew; and
then proved, fiom the history of the Romish
Chur¢h, hQ,W_ often iffgrent interpretations
have been given, and different views haye
Jbuenheld; Ifthe Church is infallible, all such.
opposing views mustbe corect.. The O huech:
‘has,at thesametime,exprosseddifferent septin
qu:u,tzgregar ing the channel throggh whigh
_g;is inlallible latgrpretation is to be derived,,
:Semelimes this was to be sought for inCouny
cils,at other times in Popes, at other times in
both conjointly, While, lastly, from 1 Cor,
.15, and 1 Thess., v. 21, &c., he showed
vth_a{ the Bible aythorised every man, with
Divine hfegp, to interpret Divine statements
for himsell, " The lecture was coneluded by
an exhoartation .to thank God for our cheap
and freg Protestant Biblea—by a warning
: \
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‘against the least departure from the Word, ak
our only Rule of Faith, and by counsel, ad-

dressed to all, and especially to the young,
to study the contraversy—to be armed agajnst
danger of perversion,and fitted for the work,
through God’s blessing, of converting Roman-
ists, and so bringing them to the knowledge
of pure Christian truths,

ST PETER'S CONGREGATIONAL SOIREE.

A scirée of the members and adherents of St.
Peter’s Church was held last evening in the Ci-
ty Hall, which was well filled in every part by
a most respectable company. The Rev. McCoeh=
rane, A.M., minister of the congregation ,pre-
sided, and on the platform were the Rev. Drs
Hill, Jamieson and Napier; Rev. Messrs. Norman
M'Leod, R-Stewart, A. M’Lean, W. D Henderson,
Ross, and J. Thomson ; Messrs. William Aitken,
John Donaldson, Geo. Mathieson, William
Young, James Pearston, David M’'Lure, James
Coveri6y, Archd. Morrison,JamesBuchanan,John
Meason,and other gentleman.

Tea having been served,

Mr Hinsmaw, treasurer of the church, on the
part of the session, read an interesting and grat-
ifying report. Kvery available seat in the
church had been let; the number of eommuni-
cants on the roll was 700, and at last commu-
nion 598 had joined in the ordinance. The Sab-
bath schools connected with the congregation
were in a flourishing condition. They were
conducted in the large room beneath the church,
otie being-composed entirely of boys, and the
other of girls. The number of teachers was 28,
and of 3cholars 250, with an average attend-
ance of 220. These numbers were exclusive of a
large advanced class taught by Mr Cochrane,
There were 70 in this class, the average atten-
dancebeing 60. Thcre were thusin all 320
scholars on the roll, with an average attend-
ance of 280. There was likewise a Tract Distri-
bution Society conn¢cted with the congrega-
tion. The.parish was divided into @istricts, in
each of which there were two distributors. The
Sabbath School Society and Tract Distribution
Society were supported by the voluatary collec-
tions of the eongregation.

The CrairMAN then delivered anaddress. He
expressed the pleagure he felt at witnessing
such a large assemblage of people, notwithstand-
ing 80 ‘many of the congregation were ill at
this season.. Heexplained why they had metin
the City Hall rather than in any other. place,
The principal reason was simply this, that they
might.be comfortably aoccommodated, and he
was not aware of any other hall in the city
which could womfortably accommodate the con-
gregation of St. Peter's; seated a3 they were at
present at these tables. It might be. asked,
What was the use of a soirée? Why, :from. the
same principles it be said, What was the use of
anything—the uge of a tea party, ofa dinner par-
ty 7—just that they might spend & social hour
together, and odltivate those friendly feelings
and sympathies which made life pass on smooth-
ly. Those Christian féelings and sympathies
were much required in' this city. * There ‘were

‘in this city hundfeds of péople who-sat for years

in the same church, or in the satne pew, and
who might never have excharged words togetb-
er. This wag not as it should be. As" Chris-

-tians, it was their duty to cultivate those feel-

ings. They met Sabbath after Sabbath in the
same church, listened to the same  discourse,
joined.in the same prayer, mingled. their voices
in the same praises, and were all looking to-
wards the same eternal home at last. Why not,
then, begin to cultivate on earth those feelings
they wished to experience in Heaven Abstractly

he had no:great liking to soirées himself, prob- |

ably, perhaps, because. he had no great talent
for speaking at.them; but, if this soirée. had
any teadency to cément them more closely "in

bonds of fellowship, his dislike, he confesgéd,
would be very much diminished. He then re-
ferred to what the church was doing in respect
to education and spread of the Gospel. He stat-
ed that it was now 7} years since he entered
on his ministerial labours in commection with
that chureh, and ia looking back on these '}
years he was compelled to acknowledge, with
gratitude to God, the success with which these
labours had been attended.  He could agsure
them that 7} years ago a much smaller hall than
that in which they were now assembled could
have accommodated the congregation of St Pe-
ter's. Atthat time their numbers were not above
40 or 50; now they numbered nearly 1000, or,
at least, as many as the church could accom-
modate. For this success they were not indebt~
ed to any adventitious circumstances. He did
not come among them with a name ; he had no
opportunity of establishing a character inanother
sphere of labour, for his previous public life had
been spent in this city in what some considered
the humble capacity of a- teacher. They were
not indebted to fashion—which had much to do
the formation of congregations—their congrega-
tion was now a fair representation of what a
congregation ought to be—it consisted of rich
and poor. He laid no claim to superior sancti-
ty, nor was he indébted to any graces of orato-
ry. To'the Lord alone was the glory due—
‘“Not unto us, not unto us, butunto God be all
the praise.” After gathering the congregation
and setting the usual machinery to work for the
edification of the young, their next object was
to establish the whole on a proper and perma-
unent footing. They tried to get the chapel erec-
ted into a parish, availing themselves of the
Act for this purpose in 1851.  As much as pos-
sible of the necessary money was raised by sub-
scriptions, the rest was borrowed, and every shil-
ling obtained thus for the purchase of that en-
dowment had been swept.away. The church
was now free of debt, they were free to elect
their dwn minister;and ‘their ministpr was froo
to preach the gospel to its fullest extent, and
over and above all that they had “ the wee bit
endowment”—(a laugh)—which had been con-
teuded for by Dr. Chalmers, they bad a large
and numerously attended day-school, at
which the children of the locality received good
education at a merely nominal fee, and those who
Wwere unable to gay were taught gratis. Tt was
the wish of the kirk-session that every child in
the parish should be eduéatéd, and they never
asked to what religivns. dénomination the pa-
rents of the children belonged. They had ap-
plidd to Government some time ago, and got
their teacher examined by her Majesty’s inspee-
tor. The examination had passed bff success
fully, and the teacher had obtained a certificata
entitting him to £17 & yegr, with assistant and
pupil teachers. After some addtional remarks,;
the chairman resumed his seat amid applanse,
hisAiaddregs having been well received. ,
Able and appropriate add.esses were after-
wards delivered by the Rev. N .M'Leod, Rev. Dr
Hill, and others.” " During the évening'a nuin-
ber of choruses, ‘&e., were execiited in first-rate
Style by St Petet’s Hamhohic Union, and at i
tervals Mr Lambeth played several fie pieces
of sacred music on the ‘organ:. Setviees of fruit
Were distributed on the occasion,’and ‘the pro-
ceedings were brought to & elose with the be-
nediction. s :

PrrseyTerY oF Epissvrew.

The ordinary monthly meeting of the Presby=
tery was held on Wednesday at twelve o’clocl;
the Rev. Dr Simpson, Kirknewton, Moderator.

. Dr Muir said he was sorry to inform the Pres.
Jbytery that his excellent friend, Dr. Macfarlan
.was severely indisposed, and he trusted that
would be a sufficient apology for his not bejng
‘hiere to take up the motion, of Which he had’ giv-
en notice, relative to an overture for ‘tescinding



