
THI-E MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

,r'o ine it secilis aL grcat inlistahie to al-
1ov the synlod to Biîikz into complarative

insigificace. 'lc synlod 8lînuld uîîîq tics-
tionably bo of more iîîteresb-t to us, to those
living withiin its bouîxds, than the General
Assenibly. Tctiiically, tie Synod lias
not the sinef powver w'hicli the old Syîîods
in thie 'Maritimeî Provinces liad ;but
practically ithlas. Tie UciieraIl Assocînbly
allows 11s to iuaaige oui owii afirs.

Our Cliurcli is divided iiîto tNvo sections

cru sectioni comfprises our- Syîiod, and(
iiothing more ; it is jusý,t the Synod. 'l'lie
Wecstern section cmobraces thiree Syîîods,
and thc Prcsbytery of Maniitoba. Enchi
Section lias coînlinittees to inangec its af-
fairs. In our section the committees are
ivitmin tie Synod ;so wl'hen thecy report
to the Synod tlicy report to the wi'1ole
BasILterui section. In the Western section
Vie %vorkiîig coniinittees belong to differ-
ent Syîîods ; hienco they liave no oppor-
tunlity of reporting their. work cxcept at
thie Asscmbly.

0f course our- boards and coînmittees
arc not boards and conuniiittecs of the
Synod ;but bnards and coinînittees of the
Asseîîîbly. They are tlîus absolutely ini-

depen(leît of the Synod ;they are ndfer
no legal obligation. to report to it. But
our boards and coininittees are forîned of
mcii of coînînlon sensc ;umon -whîIo %vish to
car*ry the syînpatliy anid influenîce of the
Synod witli tiim ii alil they (Io. They
are tlius alway.4 te4uly to siibinit ail their-
proce(iiigs to the coîîsiderattion of the
Synod. Thîey-fec1-t1îat if thie yniod does
not ap)prove .of wv1îat thecy do, they are n.ot

.doîngwha thcy ,,lit ta (le. ors
andt comînittees mnay pass resolutiowe buit
they caniiot control the ptirse-striii-s of
our- people. Tlie Presbyterians of the
'Maritime Provinîces are loyal and sensible
jeopfle. They are always ready to 'sub-.
mnit to thie voice of the il'iajority, but uiever
to tEie Voke of tU'e niinority.. Tlioiigi a

i,boayd or com-mitteû Should resolve uo
a aparticular'course uf'actioi4,it-'ou1dnllot
bib3tia re'- li as a,.vihole %%aà' i
falvor if cotàteurse ; bt '1ciî tie Syniod

r-esolves to (Io il tling it is tali for
gi'aiteil tliat thîe Chtrcli' aLS a wlîole is iii
favor- of tliat thiiig. The Sy'îod is the
.truc rcl)resciitatil'c of thîe peopile.

It is desirable tlîat cvciy iiîatter of iii-
portanxce 81itouhi be colis.idered ly the
Synod. Especially slîould every inatter
iii wmhicil the raîsîig' anid cxpendiiig of
inoiicy is coiieerned, be subimitted to it.
Thle College B3oard iniglit, of course, re.
solve to i-aise the salary of ouir professors
in the Hall froin $1750 a ycar to $2000 ;
but if the Syiiodl did ilot aPpr)ol'C of tilt
increase, tile- action of the Bîoardl iould
coine to notliing. Our people w'ouii ot
give the inoiiey nlecded to pay tie i-
cr-cased salary.

But wvill the Asseiiibly carry ont tie
views of the Synod ? Will îîot the As.
seînhbly just do0 wliat it pleases ? It is
pitial)le to llcar the %way lu NVli.cl people
sointiînes speak of tiiose wl'1o hav'e power.
The Assenibly lias powver to do what it
plefises; or ratlier it lias power to act iii
accordamîce withi its owni conistitution; but
thîe Asseînbly is coînposcd of geintlemen
and clîristians. I have been preseiît at
every îneetiuîg of the Asseinbly; I hiave
acted on quite a uiimiiber of coininittees;
I kîiow lioîv the affairs of thîe Asseibly
arcecarricd on iii public andu iii private;
but I ]lave iiever yet seen iii thîe Asseibly
a.îythiilg like ail atteînipt ta over-ride the
wvill of the Synod. 1 admit of course thiat
althougi -ive foi-ai a fourth par-t okl thîe
Churelh iii the Domninî, our- ;ifflýis dIo
ixot receive for coiisideration al fourth part
of the time of thîe Assemnblly. But it is
'unrteasox1Iable to exj)cct thiat whlenl thiree-
fourtlîs of thie ncînbers of Assenibly be-
lonig to th~e Western section of pur Chiurcli,
the affairi off thè Easter»i section would
be as alttractive to t1ue, Asseînibly as tiiose
of Élie. Westcuîî sec tion. The leadingimnn
ini1 the Assembly are îfteai wvhô taeè ai
iiiteaest in thieChtirch as a whole, alid
m-i'o dlebue to act juistIy to'wVardËsall-pqts
of i 'IhoAssem-bly, 1 bc'ieve, is rbàay
iii eveciy .ase to carî-y dnt 'theè vie*s 'of
Synod.

If thieîî tly i1s preparêi d


