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Notes by, a Commercial Represcmative
. . whma——

As rogards somo of the niore import-
ant improvemerts in the towns -west

of Winulipeg & few f»rut3 will-perhaps-

bo -interesting. .

In Portage ln Tralrie thero has been
considerable. bullding- done this- year.
A new brich blozk on Suskatchewan
wvenuo hes been -occupled by Brown
Biros., general merchants, with very
satisfactory resuits to themw. Thelr
volune 'of -trade -has since very much
increased. Thos. H. Metcalfe has-thor-
ough'y overhauled his oatmeal! mill
at this polnt and-Is now in:shapg to
turn-out a first cluss product. "’l'ho
Lako of the Woods Milling company's
mill hero iz being. kept thoroughly
up ‘té date and s turning .out its
usnal high' grade of flour. Many of
the merchants have improved their
premises  In various ways, and the
aggregate Investment ‘in stozks hus
mcreased coustderably.  A. J. COrigh-
ton, wholesale teas, etc., has had u
wost successiul. yeur's trade and is
contomplating  the extension o: his
operations this year.

At MeGregor a number of building
hmprovements can be noticed and tho
town is undoubtedly growing. Rogers
Bros., millers, have branched out into
the stosk -business and in connection
with that have bullt two new stables.
Merrick Bro:, Wm. Kiuox and B, L.
Turner are all carrying on gener:l
stores llere and report last year as
having been a highly satisfactory
one (¢ Street engagos in the butch-
ering business and T. R. Vardon in
hardware. Besldes tliese.there are a
number of smaller traders and a priv-
ate bank. Geo. H. Stacey supplics tha
district with lumber.:

Austin Is a thriving little town a
few miles west ‘of McGregor. W. Cli-
sord is the leading merchant liere and
he al o owns and operates a jlour
mill. 1. Creanier engagos in the butch-
er business. W. J. Stihson Is anothor
prominent business man. Ho carries
on a general store. Austin is gingular
among western Manitoba 'towns for
the tmount of wood which it anncally
puts upou the market. From thrae-to
“our thowsand cords of the best pop-
lar_are annunlly marketad at tais
stiition and Turnish- a revenuz to the
farmers in their slack season.

Sidney 1s one of the smaller places
on this part of the C. P. R. system.
Thorn ‘Bres. are -the principal tradera
at this point.”

Carberry is one of thie busiest and
best krown towns in Manitoba. Here
considerable ‘advancement was made
in 1898 Smale’'s two-story brick
tlock is one of the most substantial
improvements. It is occupied by the
boot an shoo store of the owner, W.
G. Murphs I> another merchant who
invested Lirgely in- building last year.
Next to the Smale block he erected
a large iwo-storey brick. building for
the accommodation of his general store
business.  Murphy, Brown & Co., hard-
ware merchants, nlso: occupy o store
In this block. The firm intends enghg-
ing extensively in the bicycle business
this year. Besides carrying a stok
of high grade wheels they will put in
a-complete repair plant vnd’ will-em-
p'oy an expert to attend to this
Whaley Bros.. bakers and confection-
ers, have n fine store at .Carberry,
equal to anything in Winnipeg. They
Are expert’ faney bakers, Shannon &
€6, the new firmi which. recently
*brought ont C. 'W. Malton's hardware
business here, are at ‘presont.getting
the run of the-stock-and. the aoquaint.
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ance of the customers of their store.
This promises t0- be an enterprisiug
oconcern. Another important improve.
ment at Carberry is the handeome
new station built by the C, P. R,

Douylas-is & place of mlinor hinport-
ance, but contributes a falr share to
the yearly volume of trade in the
province. . ‘

Brandon is the sccond clty of Mani-
toba in every way. Its bulldings are
of ‘the most pleasing and substantial
character and its pcople are every-
thing tiat is progressive. Noattempt
is to be herc made to enwnerate cven
the largest of its business concerns.
‘They are already weill known to all
wiio have business connections wich
the town. Just a glance will b2
piven ot some of the improvements of
last year. Alexandor, Kelly & Co.are
very well known as flour mtllers.
Thelrr mill here is in every way up to
date ana underwent jts anaual over-
hauling last your. Hanbury & Co.,
dealcers 1n sashh and doors, lumber and
butlding material ol ali kinds, occu-
pled o new  warehouse last year,
formerly the oflice and warerooms of
J. A Moor. Thus firm also operates
o lumber mill here.  Someryille & Co.,
marble and stone cutters, last year
mado a constderable increase in thets
capital investment in the way of new
machinery  They are also addinx
specinl machinery for cutting curliug
stones. This 18 now the Jargest con-
cerp ol the kind .in Manitoba. The
‘Brandou Machine Works Co. is one of
tho growing coucerns of the wheat
city.” One of their specialities is o
machine for bluwstoning secd wheat,
which {8 giving great sutisfaction. It
i1 at Brandon that IIuzhes, Long &
EBuckman, the Rainy River lumbar
millers, have their western head-
quarters.

Alexander is the next important
point west of Brandon. 'I'hisis au fin-
portant market and a thriving town.
Last year a very fair busiuess was
done by its merchants notwithstand-
ing the fact that in common with a
number of cther western centres it is
suffering from the efiects of a short
¢rop caused by summer drought.

Griswold, the next town west, is an-
other, ivell-to-do centre. A. L. Hill
and H. A. Scarth are the general
wmerchants herc and M. G. McEwen
carries on & hardware business. Gris-
woll offers & good opening for a first-
clas¢ hotel. '

Oak Lake is one of-the larger west-
ern towns. It is an lmportant grain
ceatre as is shown by the fact that
its amnual receipts of wheat are up-
warls of hali a million bushels. This
town noseesses cne of ‘the most vigor-
cu.: miling and. grain shipping con-
cerns in the -province, Leitch Bros.
This firm does a ldarge shipping busi-
ress in flour, rolled ocats, ieed, etc.,
to all parts of Camnwin. They report
busicess good and are well pleased
witl their prospects. Since last
August they have run their mill day
and night, and now have orders for
twie months ahead. Thelr trade ex-
tends from Vancouver to Halifax, with
occasionnal  exvort orders to Great
Britain. They bave agencles at Van-
couver. Calgary. Lethibridge, Tort Wil-
liam, Owen Sound. Toronto. Kingston,
Ottawa and Montreal, and also keep
travellers contimwusly on the road.
By additions and-alterations yearly
they keep their mill and plant strict-
Iy uv te; date. Mhis specialty Is. the
Anchor Brand of flour;.the quality of
which is not questionel on any market
in Canada. Oak Lake has the usual
quota of stores, ote., and a weekly
newspaper lns just been established
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bvy J. M. Bendpr,  to’be called. The

Virden IS a town of 1,200inhabitants
i this season bears an alr of geher-
al prosperity. It has what W only
to rare i this country, a fine [ire
hall we!l equipped for service and man-
red by a volunteer brigade. The up-
pes parts of this ballding are used for
oftices- tho stores of this
town mostly cecupy: f{ine. brick build-
lhgs and carry stocks of city magni-
fwie and variety. Two good hotels
‘e their ald in facllitnting business
liere, ant o a good flour milt very much
imyroves its valueas n market town.

Elkhorn 8 the last important -point
in Manitoba west. It has a good rep-
resentation of husiness places, some of
which have been added recently. The
most Important bullding tmprovement
this ye.r is the new Indian scliool
which has been bullt to replace the
e burned some time ago. This is a
school for Indian children where they
are taught the arts of civilization. The
new bullding has been built by the
Domin‘on government at an  expense
of atout $35,000. It has actcommoda-
tion for between one and two hundred
children and Is in every way a sub-
stantini and commodious building. In
quality of workmanship and suitabil.
ity for the purpose to which it has
been intendet it is not excelied Ly any
public building in this country. Mr.
Wilson, the suparintendent, looks for-
ward to & very successful work whon
it is ready for occupation. Tlie con-
gtruction of the bullding lent an im-
petus to business in the town which
was very much welconied. Elkhora
also posseses & good roller flour mil,
ihe property of Clifford & Hopps.

Flemina Is the most westerly station
in Manitoba on the main line. It has
a small but flourishing business com-
munity. Dimmick Bros. are thegea-
eral merchants here.

This completes the list of tlicge west
ern bhusiness centres  within . the
tonnds of Manitoba. In- a.futurasis
sue those In: the neighbvoring territory
will be dealt with .and. come of. the
leadine features of last year's: his.
tory prosented. ) )

Western Business Items.,

The Rat Portage Miner Pabli-hing
Co. is ircorporate:l.

C. L. Ford. grocer. Whmipez, had
has achitted C. K. Stewart as part-
wer. -

The stock-of M. A. Hotmad; oohfec-
tiortery. Winnipeg, - is: advertizsed ,;or
rale, Feb. 6: :"“-"'-‘.,

The stoc¥ of ‘M. Narsvinnsky, gerier-
al store. Monpomin, Ac<sa., g~ bden
fold to T. Finklesteini ' ', 7'

Thestock of J. B; Leve.ue, dry . guods,
ete., St. Bopiface, hins been sold. ¢ ¥ Mrs.
F. C'outier at 53 cents on the dollar.

There waas an incipient fire in G.
Murton's cloting store at Portage la
Prairie, Man., yesterday, but only
light damage ‘'wag ‘done, .
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Rritish Cattle Marketasoi.
London. Jan. 30.-<Tié demdnd sfor

cattle was quiet, but_owlng_to_the
continue I YIght snpphics the market

;w;sglrm‘vnndapr.masowemé Wiy main-
ained. ere was 1o & s catileon
the marketd }Mc& ﬁmﬁﬂﬁ!&td

at 11 8-4¢,"and shecp were titmer ut
11 1-8c.
Liverpool, Jan, 30.—The market

wasg &trong and prices a shade higher.
Choica States cattle sold at 123-4c:
glrsieg:lnes -at- 111.2¢, and, sheep 8t
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