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bonefitted by o little variety of dict and
authoritios say there is nothing botter than
potatoes. Every potato can therefore bo
turned to good account, especially in Manito-
ba, whore soft winter food for stock. in tho
shapo of roots. is not largely grown  If the
farmers would try feeding somo of their pota.
toes, thoy would perhaps fnd them so valuable
that thoy would make an effort o grow more
of them in the future for feed for livo stock.

0OST OF EXPORTING WHEAT.

A statoment has lately been published in

soveral Manitoba papers purporting to show
tho cost of exporting wheat. ‘The figures
given, howover, are much tvo low in some
respecta. The statement was ovidently
copied from a Minneapulis paper and re-
forred to & shipment of wbeat made some
time ago. It would not, howover, apply »t
the presont timo a3 rates aro much higher
now than in the summer. Below wegives
statement showing tho cost of exporting
wheat as per rates in force the first of Jast
week., Wo will take sy Brandon asa start-
ing point. .
Froight Manitoba to Fort William.... 11.40
Flovating and inspectivn Fort Wauhiam 85
Freight and ivsurance to Buffalo..... 6.5)
Elevating charges at Baffalo,......... 1.00
Canal freight, insurance, to New York 8.00
Elevating and handling charges New-

York ....... et erieerteraeetaaes 1.50
Froight and insurance to London..... 6.50
Loss weightin transit.... .......... 50

81.2%

This only includes the actual visiblo ex-
penses from a 19 cont freight rate pointin
Manitoba, after the wheat has beoen loaded
on cars. There are also other expenses, such
23 maintaining buyers and elevators at coun-
try points, telegraphing, office work, cte.,
whichare a legitimate charge against the
wheat and are just as much a part of the
cost of exporting as is the freight rate.
Allowing threo conts for these itoms of ex-
penses, we have a total ¢f 831} cents per
bushel as the cost of taking wheat from
Manitobs to Iogland. There are alsv
heavy landing charges in England, so that
a comparison of prices hore and in England
would bave to be made with the price there
at the docks, and not in store quotations.

Compared with recont sales of No. 1 hard
in Liverpool at 23s to 20s per quarter,
equal to 75 to T7c per bushel there
the valuec of No. 1 hard in Manitoba, for
export, would be about 40; to 43 cents per
bushel, to farmers at 19 cent freight rato
points to Fort William.

VALUE OF AN EXPORT STEER.

A choice export steer will bring 3 cents per
pouna, live weight, at the Winnipeg stock-
yards, yet the farmoers are selling many of
their fat cattle, so The Commercial 1s inform-
ed, 2t abont 2¢ per pound, and some are not
bringing more than 14 conts per pound. The
reason of this is that they are not theright
class of animals, and can be sold only to local
butchors, being too small and generally un.
suited for exporv. It costs as much to export
a small animal as & largo one, Lence the

small ones are avoided. Basides, they are
not suitablo for the Brit'sh markote, It like-
wiso costs just about as much to raiso o scrub
aunimal which will sell at 2 conts por pound
a3 it doos to raiso o good animal which wiil
sell at 8 conts per pound, Why then will
farmers bother with the scrubs? By raising
o good animal they are always sure of o
ready sale at o good price, whilo the scrubs
aro often very difficult to dispose of at all.
The latter can only bo sold to local butchers,
while a good animal is suitablo for either
the home or foreign markets. Farmers in
the Winnipeg district who raise cattle fit for
oxport, have this season been taking theirani-
mals to the Winnipeg stockyards and getting
prices varying from 23 to 84 cents per pound,
live weight, according to the quality of the
animal and the position of the market at the
time of marketing. At tho same time, cattle
only saleable to loeal butchers have not
touched over 2} cents for some time, and
would hardly bring this prico now for
anyching. This i3 surely o strong reason
why farmers should cease raisieg scrub ani-
mals, Viewed from the commercial stand-
point therois certainly nothing to recommend
the raising of scrub animals, and agricultural
authorities also tell us that there is no ad-
vantage in them from a purely agricaltural
point of view, Why then xaise them ?

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Tue Freo Press quotes approvingly an
article from a Minneapolis paper, advising
the cleaning of wheat to save freight on dirt
This is one of the very things which issought
to ba accomplished in Manitoba by the ele-
vator restrictions, though it is notappreciated
at its full va.lue.*
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THE cattle trade of Manitoba and the west
is a long ways behind the wheat trade yet,
though the Free Press thinks it will not he
long bofore the former outstrips the latter.
Even allowing that the exports of cattlo this
Yyeur will boas Jargeas the Free Press prodicts,
it* would represent a sum of only about
81,590,000, Of course, this is very good, and
shows a Jarge increase ovor last year, but it is
not in it with wheat yet,
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It was not to be expzcted that the grain
trado would quietly submit to a tax for
Dominion revenue purposes upon the trade.
The Winnipeg grain exchange has already
protosted against the order-in-council relating
to the inspection fee of GJ cents per car, by
which the government proposes to retain a
& portion of the amount received from the
inspaction of grain. 'The inspection fee is 60
cents per car, and heretciore the inspectors
have retained the entire fee. The exchange
a shurt time ago asked o havo the feereduced
to 40 cents, as wiih the Jarge crop this year,
it was believed the latter sum would provide
ample remuneration for the inspectors. in-
stead, however, of reducing the fee the
governmont bas passed au order continuing
the feo at 60 conts, but directing that the not
income of the inspectors, over $1,000, shall
bo paid over to the government. Thus the
government is seeking to derive a revenue
from the grain trade. This Iatest order has
aroused groatindignation in grain circles here.

A moeting of the grain exchango was held on
Wodaesday Jast and o strong resolution pas-
sod, urging that the feo bo reduced to4)conts
per car at once, as the prosent fae is an
uppressive tax on logittmate trade. Itiscer-
tainly romarkablo that the government
~hould scok & revenue from a tax upon the
grain trade, and tho order caunot be too
strongly condemned.

Our Correspondence Column,

The Commniercial is almost daily in receipt
of lotters coming from all parts of the con-
tinent and sometimes from Great Britain or
other foroign countries, asking for informa-
tion upon various subjects. In the past wo
have guswered such correspondence by
privato letter, but hereafter they will bo
answored through Che Commercial. We
have also already recoived some requests
for information upon the grain juestion,
in roply to our offer last week 20 answor any
question of fact for the information of coun-
try editors,

Brandon.—The information you require
will be fund under the heading ** Grain
Trade Gessip” in this issue.

Cheesemakor.—The ocean rate on dairy
products isquoted on a gross ton or 2,240
pounds. 'The samo applies to flour and pro-
visions. Thus a quotation of 15 or 20s on
cheese means per gross ton,

British crop.—The wheat crop of Great
Britain will bs found on page 1UV of The
Commercial of October 14.

Barley.—Barley could not be exported
except at & very low price. No. 1 barloy is
only worth 40 to 42c on track atcountry
points in Ontario, which indicates very low
prices. We understand very little if any
gpprts of barley ars being made from On-

Trio.

Cost of exporting.—The table you refer to,
which wo notice hasbeen published in several
Manitoba papers of late, is 'not correct.
Somo of tho items of cost of exporting wheat
aremuch too low. The table was taken
from a Minneapolis paper, but it was evi-
dently intended to show the cost of & par-
ticular shipment of wheat made some time
ago. ‘Thorates ﬁiven are summer rates, and
they are much higher now, For instance,
the tablo you rofer to quotes 8 cents Daluth
to Baffalo. Thiswas the August rate. On
Monday the ratn was firm at G cents per
bushel.

J.E.C.—We only offored to answer
** questions of fact.”® There is no fact about
f,h?’matmr. There simply * aint nothing to
it.

Flax‘Seeu.

Chas, D. Boy'es, representing the Albert
Dickan Cr., seed merchants, of Chicago, was
in Manitoba last week looking for flax seed.
Prices ave too high here, however, to permit
of shipping to the Umted States. Manitoba
farmers aro receiving 70 cents per bushel for
flax seed. This i equal t0 $1.08 to 31.10 per
bushel at Chicago, adding freight expenses
and duty, while tho seed has ranged from 92
to 95¢c por bushel at Chicago. Theroisadaty
of 20 cents per bushel on flax seed going into
the United States. The Canadian crushers
can therafore casily prevent the exportof flax
seed by paying a price here which will pre-
vent its shipment to tho United States, and
this is what they are now doing., The pre-
sent price pain to farmers is almost as high
as could be paid to ship to tho United States
oven if there were no duty on the seed going
into that country,
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Tho parcel past rates between Great Britain
and Canada have again been reduced. For
the future the chargo will be 8d. for the first
pound and 6d. for every subsejnent pound,



