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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

(This do‘mrtmcnt {s 1n ohargoe of R, K. Gosnoll, who is
pormanontly engagod as a regular membor of Tus Cox
MARCIAL stail, to roprescnt this fournal in British Columbla.
Partios in Biritish Columtia who wish to comumunicato in
{‘ny way with this paper, way apply directly to Mr
osnell at V--ncouver.l

British Dolumbia Business Review.
Novembor 30, 1802,

Trade is not particularly brisk. Tho cold,
fall raing which have beon unusually sevore
thia scason, have had a depressing effoot, and
the same kind of weathor is likely tu continuo
for goverul weoke yet. Ouno thing which re.
Heves tho situation is tho approach of the holi.
days, which always imports an clemant of ac.
tivity into trade in certain linos. Generully
speaking thero is no noticoable changoe in the
busincas situation. The volume of trado is
large and a good deal more might bo done by
wholesalo men, excopt for the limiting of oredit,
which is carofully looked after. Que favorable
condition noted is that the genoral tendanoy is
towards tho cash basis of doing busincss, The
coal and wood dealors aro protty genera'ly nl.
opting it; tho butohors and grocors aro gotting
as near it as thoy can and it woull not beat
all surprising if tho stringency in tho moncy
market did not before very long make it gou.
eral. '‘Live on less and puy as you go,” would
be an excellent method if it could bo carried
out fully.

Lumber atill romains dull, both at homo and
for uxport. It is quito safo to siy that fow of
the mills in tho provinco are making moncy at
the present time.

Sealskins have gone up 40 por cent. in the
London market and the scles of British Colum
bia doalers hava boen very satisfactory, somo,
if not all, realizing bund-omely. Uafortun.
ately, tho sealers, most of thom, acll at low
figures,

Business in flour, feed, grain, vegetables,
game and fch is atrady and featurcless,

Fresh meats aro selling cheaper owing toa
cut among the butchers, Cured miats aro
scarco, siocky not yot arrived from the east,
and pricts bullish, but this will be only tem-
porary.

Ciuned salmon is reported dull 1o England.
About all tho season’s prok bas been disposed
of, however, at good prices.

Dairy products are firm and ths prospects
are for higher prices. Fresh fruity, with the
exception of spples and grapes, are out of ths
market, Japancsa oranges are comiog aund
gelling at from 75¢ ¢ $L per Lox,

Prospects for tho coal trade have much im-
proved, owing to the congested etate of trado
in the San Francisco markot baviog been largo-
ly relieved. ‘Thero is therefore greater activity
in the mines and in the shipplog  ‘The volumo
of shippiog all round is just now protty large,
although locally it is quiet. Thore is tho usual
shirinkage atb this season in the Oriental traffic.
Merchant veseels have bone a fairly large busi-
noss of late. A good deal of lumber is being
carried, but not profitably.

* 8.C. Market Quotations,

Fuss, SeaLs, Evc.—Tho very lateat advices
from London in regard to the fur sales are
very encoursging and bave made tho dealers
jubilant. At Thursday’s sala prices are report-
ed by cable to have advanced forty per ceat.,
with consequently big profite. Somo of the
dealers have realized lurge sums, Cablegrams
from London stute that marten is quoted 10 per
cent. higher ; Halifax, Eastern snd British
Columbia mink 10 per cent. lower and wettern
and southwestorn mink the same as at the sum
mer salo. Sealskins averaged in recent sales
sbout 578,

FrelgoTs—No change, and not much
business offering. Lumber -freights from
British Columbia or Pug.t Sound are
quoted as follows:—Valparaiso for orders

30s3d ; dircot port on west coast, South
Amerioa 33s 1d.3 Sydney 30s; Meclbourno,
Adolaide or Port Piric 338 to 37s Od. ;
Uaited Kinglom, calling at Cork for orders,
45s; Shanghai 428 0d; and Yokohama 403 no-
mital,  Conl freights aro quoted: Naunaimo
or Doparturoe Bay to San Francisco 81,70 tr §2;
to San Diego or San Pedro $2,25 to $2.60.

Svaans AND Syrurs.—The B, C. Sugar Re
finery quoto in not leas than 100 bbls lots as
follows:  Powdored icingund bar, 6§s; Paris
lumps, Gho ; granulated, Gife ; extra G, d4fc;
fanoy yollows, 43¢ ; yellows, 4fic ; golden C,
43c.” Above prices aro for barrels or bags ;
half-barrela and 100 pound kegs, }o; moro,
boxes ﬁc moro,

\Wholesale morchauts quoto: Dry granulated,
b} to BRo; extra C. bic; fancy yollow, Ge; yollow,
4}¢; goldon C, 4,?0; syrups, per lb, 3e.  Red-
path’s syrups, 2 10 tin, 160; do, 8 Ib tins, 50c ;
do, kega, 30 perlb  Syrups arvequoted by the
B.C. Reflnery Co.: innst golden, in 30 gal.
bls, 240; dit'o, 1n 10 gul koge, 30 ; ditto, in &
gal. kege $2.25 cach: “ditto, in 1 gal tine, $4.60

er caso of 10 3 ditlo, in § %ul ting, $6 por caso
20. Prices cover delivery in Vancouver, and
uv Viotorin, New Weatminster and Nanaiino,
and aro sttbject to 2} per cent. discount for
cash in fourtcen days.

Datry—Butter i8 very firm and creamory is
being hold by somo firma at 30c, although sold
by spme as low a3 27c. Menitoba dairy is about
23c.  Chooso i8 stoady at from 13: to 144~

Fauirs.—Thoe only fresh fruits in the market
aro apples anl grapes. The coast apples range
from $1.10 to $1.50 per box, and castero applos
from $5.23 to $3.50 per bbl,  Cranbevris im-
ported are $12a bbl, native 8¢ per 1b.

Fisu. —Salmon is quite scarce, and pricos are
Halibut 8¢; salinon, 10s to 12¢; codlish Ge to 7¢;
flounders 45 t2 bo; sturgeon 43 to be; sole 10c.

VearranLes. — No chango, Califo nian onions
aro quoted 1jc per pound ; B.C. onions 1jc;
turnips, beots anl carcote, $15a ton s Frasor
Valloy potato2s average abount §14 a ton ; and
Ashorofts $18.

Darssgp Mear, Live Stock, Etc —Whole-
arlo pric.s remaio the same, but the price of
meat hus been reduced by tho retailar,  The
butchers in Westminster have combinsd, and
soll oaly for cash. Quoiations are:—Live stecrs
are quoted at d¢; cews 3he; dressed beef, 7he:
lambs, 84 50 a piece; dressed, §5; sheep, 5io;
mutton, 12¢; hogs, Sc; poik, 1le; calves, 7c;
veal 1lo.

Ganeg, Pourtry. ¥ro.—Poultry is scarce
and game i3 not offired largely: Blue grouse,
per pair, is worth 73¢; piota‘ly, 33¢; mallards,
600 ; teal, 20c; partridges, 50c; chickens,
$4.50 to 85.50; ducks, $0; goese, §7; turkoys,
180 p r pound, live weight.  Vinison, 5¢ to 6
per round.

Mears. —Prices of Canadian meats have ad-
vanced and stocks aro limited. This is owing
to nou-arrival of consigumouts ordered.
Quotations:  Wiltshire cared hams, 162
do backs, 15c; oastern hams 15ic; bacon
15¢ to 16:; rolls 13c; smoked sides, 124¢ ; long
clear 12¢ ; barrel pork, $24; 3, 5 and 10 1b
ties lard, 13c; 20 1b pails lard, 123c; 50 1b
tubs lard, 12c; tierces lard, 114c. Commission
agents quote American meatsf.o.b. Victoria,duty

aid as fol'ows: Medium hams, 158c per b ;
geavy hams, 154¢;choice breakfast bacon, 153c;
short oloar sides 133c; and dry salt clear
gides, 11c.  Armout’s white label pure lavd,
10 1b pails, 163c per 1b.

CoaL—Tho coal outlook ssems to bo improv-
iog. Latest advices from San Francisco roport
.the coal matket to bo as fo'lows: *The ro-
coipts for tho past weck consist of 16,515 tons
from the coast mines and 5,002 tous from for-
ciga sources. Tho market is very firm in fecl
ing and prices have a marked upward tendency.
Stocks in the yards ave daily diminishing in vol.
ume, and two or three domestic conls are
already bocomiog rather scarco.  There is an
active domand for tonuage in Austizlia, but
owners are holding for higher rates thun ahip-

pors ars willing to pay.”
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J. W. 1lavrison writea in reforonce to tho
San Prancisco market: ‘I'ho receipts for the
past thitty days from Australin havo been very
moderato, but liberal shipments havo come to
hand from tho coal mines Our winter trado
has already commenced, but thus far the
weather has boon very mild, Q1otations are n
trdle bighor than was the caso last mounth, and
a atill further fwprovement in values can bo
looked for as soon us the wintor raina set {o,
The quantity of coal to arrive here from Aus-
i‘.rt‘llla witain the next threo months is very
ght.

Canzrn SabmoN.—~The  season's wack is
pretty well all cleancd out, the last shipments
from the north now being leaded for Fuglavd.
Lite advices report tho British market dall,

Lusnrr—Uorofga shipments are considor.
able, but prices nre low snd no improve.
ment {s unoticeablo in tho demand, = Low
freights and low prices account for what
shipm~nts occur. No local quotations can
bo given and the following for foreiga
are nominal:  Rough merchautable, ordinary
siz:8, in leogths to 40 fcot inclusive, per M,
feet, 89.00; deck plank, rough, averago longth,
35 feot, per M. $19 ; dressed T. & G. flooring,
par M, §17 ; pickets, rough, per M, §9 ; laths,
4 feot, per M, §2.

Frour, Fero, GraN, erc.—Continues
stendy wod in good demand, yet with
out change.  Quotations are :  Flour,
Manitoba ~patents, 85.03; strong baker-,
$3.30 ; Indies’ choice, $3.70 ; peeirio lily, $5 30;
Oregon, $5.55; Spokane, 35.65; Euderby mills—
Peemior $5.65; threo star %5.23 3 two star
$35.25 ; oatmeal ecastern $340 ; Cul.foruin
seapulated in gunaies, $4.35; National mills,

ictoria, $1.25 ; rolled onts castern $3 to §3 25,
California 83.75 ; National mills $363; corn;
meal §3. 10; eplit peas §3.50; pear! b.rloy §4 50-
Rice—Tho Victoria rico mills quoto wholeta's,
Japan 1ico per ton, $77.50 ; Chioa rico do $70 :
rice flour, do, $70; chit rice, do, $25 ; rive meal;
do, $17.50; chops)ed feed, $31 per tan; bran 819,
shorta  821; Man. oate, $28; B C. oats;
$§26; wheat $29 to $32 ; oil cake, $10 ; huy, $16.
Wheat is quoted ia car lots for feed No, 2
regulur at 822 to 23 per to1; oats $24. chop
ba oy 825  California malting barley, $26
to $27 f.o.b. in Sun Irancisco. Califoraia
chop, 832 to #33. The Western Milling Co.
quote bran n car lots $19.50 per ton; shorts,
520 50; mixed chop, $25; ye, 838; patent
fhHur, $4.60; :tiong bakers $¢530. Graham
flour, 84.40; B. -C. wheat s quoted at $29 to
$30 p r ton, and oats at §23; Leans are 4c per
1b.  Hay is quoted at $12 ton ou tuge river
bank or $12.50 placed on the scows.

A Croftor Delegato.

Over & weoek ago a rapresontative of the
Glasgow Zlerald arrived in the provioce to ob.
tain information regarding the croftor scheme,
with & view to influence public sentimeant at
home on th scheme of crofter col .nizition now
uoder way. Mr. Buick, the gentleman in
question, iaterviewed a large number of per.
sons regardiny the matter and undoubtedly
the result of his mission will soon be made
known in tho co.umns of the Glasgow IHHerald
snd other Old Uountry papers. It is quite

robable that the 1aport will not be altogether
avorable, as thero s every reason to believe
that Mr. Buick is no\ only a sympathiser, but
in co operation with the Highland Lend League,
who oppose the colonization &l the arafrars on
national and political grounds. It is very ey:.
dent that in Scotlind the schemo islcoked upon
in quite a differeot light than 1n this province.
Thero it is a political question, entering deeply
into tho social and national problems arisig
out of conditions which has suggested emigra.
tion as a remedy. Apart from the question
whether the crofters can make a living in this
country at all, the commercial aspect of the
scheme is entiroly lost sight of. The success
or failure of the cnterprise as & commercial
project, depending upon the supply and char-
acter of the fish and the market for the same,
was ono of the things of which Mr, Buick was



