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being placed around $100,000, the insurance held by the com.
pany being as follows : Royal $7,500, Northern $3,7 50, {Jucens
$5,000, Phoenix of Hantford $5,000, Hartford $2,500, United
Fire $2,500, Western $6,000, North American $235,000, Eastern
$2,500 and some other small sums amounting 1o all to about
$40,000. The two arbitrators for the company and the msur-
ance people have been holding their enquiry since and find that
the insurance will practically cover the loss.  As soon as the
appraising is finished theretore the firm will resume business.
1t may be noted that they intended to move next spring imto
the big new block which the street railway company are erecting
for their general offices at the corner of Craig and Lambert’s
Hill, but as it is not complete they will have to sccure tempo-
rary premises somewhere.  “The only difficulty that remamns now
is a difference of opinion between the artntrator for the insurance
people and the gentleman who acts for the Bank Note Co. as to
the damage 1o the machinery. The latter holds that itis a total
loss, while the former says that some of it can be utilized again.
In the meantime some 55 or 100 workpeople are temporarily
out of cmployment.

EARLY BOOKBINDING.

HE art or craft of bookbinding has, in varying degrees,
T occupicd the minds of literary men and book lovers from
times all but coeval with the existence of books them-
selves ; and there have been few, indeed, among thuse entitled
to the namc of bibliophile who have been proof against
the attraction presented by an artistieally bound volume.
*“This seductive branch of book-commerce,” as Dibdin jusdy
calls bookbimding, has undoubiedly been for some years past
more generally popular than it has ever been before.  Noras
this taste at present confined. as frequently in old times, to any
one country more than another. _ In England, France, Germany
and the United States, the arustic revival which has taken place
during the last ten or fificen years has impressed itself most un-
mistakably on the binder’s craft. In all these countries, for
some time now, both patrons and artisans interested in the art
have, in their respective spheres, been united - an endeavor
to make their age, if possible, the rival of the best periods of
bookbinding in bettar e, and st s no caggeration to say
that such cfforts hase been attended with a large measure of
success. Under the circumstances it is therefore a matter which
calls for no hittle surpnse, that the tustory ot this fascmating
subdivision of bibhiography bas until recent years remamed
wholly unwritten. L he sutspeet tias now and then been touched
upon by many writers, i many langaages, who have devoted
tharr labors 1o the prudadizea 4 aorkhs on baoks and bovkmak.-
g, but the gathenn & togeiao o sastemate histoneal se-
quence of sl scattered allusions as are to be found n the
PAges of these authots 18 2 Lash wiin fy, we reyret 1o say, has not

yet been fuin and sucestully accomplished by any one,
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manuscripts, and the form in which books continued to bemade
u.. without any change for many centuries, being commonly
found both in Greek and Roman libraries for a considerable
period after the Christian era.  “The appearance of these rolls is
too well known to need description, and it will be readily seen
that their very form precluded the possibility of any great
vaniety i the bindings : and, accordingly, the history of book-
binding—as the term 1s now understood-—cannot be said to
have commenced until a new departure from the old methods
of literature took place, which consisted of folding, instead of
rolling, the manuscript. It is somewhat remarkable that the
Greek writings which remain 10 us from classic times, give us
no details as to the bindings of books ; although we are enabled
to collect from Latin literature & very full account of almost the
entire process by which the Roman binders did their work.
Cicero lumself, notto mention others, tells us that the bindings
fashionable at his time were alieady of a very costly and sump-
tuous kind. Nor was the habit of collecting fine books in the
old Roman days.hy any means confined to men of- literary
taste. We find Sencea inveighing against those who were mere
book collectors, and for whom the bindings had a greater value
than the contents; while Lucian wrote a treatise specially direct-
ced to the exposure of this common folly.

1t is uncertain at what pericd the place of the roll was first
taken by the book in folded form. Eumenes 1I,, King of Per-
gamus (197 B.C.), a city renowned for its library, is generally
supposed to have at least made the new shape popular.  Its in-
vention has been atiributed to him, but on insufficient grounds,
as the idea was in all probability derived from the Roman
pugillara, or 1able books, many of which have been found at
Herculaneum; while the author of “’T'he Art of Bookbinding *
gives it as his opinion that the most ancient instance of books
formed of separate pages will be found in the sacred books of
Ceylon, which were composed of palm leaves connected by a
silken string,

With this folded form, whenever introduced, bookbinding,
in the everyday sense of the term, may be said to have com-
menced ; for the two boards which were first used as the pro-
tecting covers for volumes so made up, being attached by thread
to the body of the work, were, for all practical purposes, identical
with the means now everywhere adopted by binders for the pre-
servation of modern books.

In the adomment of these old-world covers we must look for
the ongin of artistic binding; and we accordingly find that,
shortly after the introduction of this new fashion in the making
up of books, the worker in gold, in silver and in copper began
to be associated with the manufacturer of literary wares, and lent
his a1d toward the embellishment and decoration of the outside
covenngs in which such literary products made their appear-
ance. The carliest specimens of bindings in this folded form
were probably the productions of the Eastern Roman domin-
tons, or Byzantine cmypire, and thie art of decorative binding
which, we may assume, sprang into existence there, continued
to be practiced with suvcess for many centuries in the same lo-
cality, until 1n process of time it came to be transplanted from
the place of its birth to the westem cities of Ttaly and Spain,
prartiy as the result of the isits of the Crusaders and others to
the Last, and partdy by reason of the increased demand for
mudels and examples of urmamental bindings which followed on
the imventivn of pnnting and the constyuent multiplication of
books to which that discovery led. -London quarterly Review,
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