
TITE CRITIO.

THE 1{AILROAD SCIIEME.
(Collurueci.)

Jarvis St. Gcrald ftushed rcd. Hie bad nover irnmagiued sucis a rebut!!
as tbis. Rlhie Overton ivas a self-made mazn. 111e wife aud daugiter
were "new" people; whereas the St. Geralds wcre af the "Four llundred."
Hie lied expected Mlarguerita ta mccl bis advances coyty, as became a bud,
but gratefully ai beari. WViat ivas the girl îhinking of?

1,Upon my saut tberc's your faiher coming home. My mothor waraed
me ni ta be out laie. ]hyl byl Marguerite. WVhy didn't you scnd me
away hall au bour ago ?"

Blut St Gcrald hastily suppressedt lhe anger and mortification wbich rose
iu bis besît. Miargueritta was a prize, Hea must nat let i slip tbrough his
fingere. In the criais bie was relievcd to hear Mr. Overtoa entering tise
bouse.

Margueritastood up, wiîli ber serions eyes. St. Ger-ild hstened îowarda
the door, abaking bis hand as bie would ta a cild, smiàing and at case, glad
to escape from a rallier cmbsrraseing situation, ta plan a new fiue af attack.

Several weeks succeeded tise evening when birs. Ovcrlon gave the party
ta lniroduce bier daughter. Tise eeason was et ils height. E very morning
a salver fuit ai invitations had ta be canvassed, accepted or dccliraed. It
tooli nice management ta guide tise procese of setection. Il vas like walking
a rope. Mrs. Overton had experience, and tise wisdom srbich cornes af it.
Sise was very solicitous about l%argutrita, tisat sise sisould dance with the
rigisi partners and baw ta the rigbt acquaintances. and show little civilitie
ta stohid dowagetc, wiso wauld remember ber in conacquence wlieu tbey
were making up their lists. Marguerita seerncd very lighî-hearted. She
sald sise was dchighted ta bu i-i society; tisat i ias nicer than se isad
thougisi.

"Bow well Margnerila kceps lier calor, for ail ber disipaulon," Mie. St.
Gerald remarked ta Mis. Oïcrton anc day.

",She takes a great deal of exercise. She rides every moraing in thse
park,", rephied hier mather. IlSse goee quite csrly. Sîse says it rests bier
more tisais lyiog in bcd."

"I1 dare ssy," was tise tbougbful repli'. "I1 witl telt Geraldlne-thougli,
ta bc sure, aise lasu't a boise and groom at command like Mfarguerita."

It was truc thai Marguerita rode cvery morning in thse park. She break-
fatted in ber habit, witb lier papa, and ai nine o'ctock cautexced of on Mus-
tapha, ber long-legged chetiuu, fotlowed aI a distance bythe brown-coated
groom. She lised begun t a tte tisee rides the very morniug after bier
"1coming out," sud on ihat morniag, as aise rade slowly alaag the bridie-
patis, a figure tisat stood lu tise sbubbery moved auddenly and starûled ber
horse.

Marguerita was a good horsewomaD, sud, taken unaware as she was,
aise st firlrry white Mustapha rase with hie fore fet ira thse air, tiglsîening
ber graep ou thse rein, and touching tise borsc's flank witb ber gold-mouuted
whip. Recalled ta bis senses, Mustapha somewhat excitedly rcgaiacd bis
fect, but only ta stumble unexpeciedly snd rear again. blarguerita did not
taucis Mustaphsa the second lime wlth the wbip. She braced bersell and
caugisi lier breatis, expecting hlm ta rua; just aI tisaI crîtical instant, with
ber eyes closed for a second, and tise cansciousnese tisaI tise groom was tao
far bobind ta belp ber, se felt a hand upon tise bridle. fett Mustapha
tremblin:, bnneath bier, opeaed her eyes, and saw Mr. Effiiugwell st.anding
quily ai tise horse's hesd.

"Miss Overton 1'1 hecxclslrned. -"How nearly Icaused you an accident.
Wilyou dismounit and let me ti-bten your saddle ? I tiik tbe girth slip-

ped a little."
Sise let hlm lift ber down. Sise was ratiser giady, tisoagis sse fell quite

heroic. Wben tise groom came clattering up as lt hlm lead M1ustapisa
away.

'I ana going ta valk about for a few miautes, John. You raay kccp
near. No ane ai borne must kaow. Il was ail rny f asit."

ina ber agitation she did not reflect tistai sh was excepting Effingwctl's~
escott unasked.

it was an easy begionng ai an acquaintance, and il ripened as caslly as
il began. Tise young ranctiran liked, it seemed, tise ir.edom and solitude
ai tise park ai ibis early morning bour, sud Marguerita and bie saw cach
other for a few moments-for more tissu a fcwr moments someîimnes-every

dy. Thse weather was fine, cuuny and windless under tise trees, and Jothn
wa.a naL slow t0 find that hie duty conaistcd lu keeping a gond dtst4uce
tram bis young misics, when se dccrded ta walk, giving him Mustapha ta
Icad.

Effingwell was sancwisai tacituris by habit, but whiera lie ilktd ie iras
fzant and àirect. Perbaps bce did nat reali se, as keenly as saine men migbt,
bair unconventianal, not ta say cornpromieing, was ibis regu:ar morning
Interview whicb bie and Mise Orerton enjayed. Hie iold ber about bis life.
lie had staried oui as a tetegrapis operator, had faugist Indians, and kilted
buffalaes.

"1FACcy the ranpaaaee
31iles =id miles c old and green,
Wbcre the auttiwers blow
Inz a old glow- *

T.sec ias sometbing immaginative and original la bis îalk. Mar-
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gucrita, who so casily got tircd of smiling at receptions, llstcned fascinaied.
She ,laved hlm for the dangers hie hiad passcd, and hie loved ber tsat ase
did pity them.'l

111 did not; know that you meiut to slay ln town so long," said Margucrita,
one rnorning. "Wh% do you not corne and Pee uq P'

III etc your father nearly ever day, Miss Overton. I amn bidding bis
dccision. Thet delays îny ieturn."

"WVhy doesn't papa decide ?"
"MNy proposai involve a good deal-of money. lie is a cautious min,

who docs uaL trust statements until hie can verify thern."
"Oh-doesu't hie trust--"

',You meanu doesn't hie truit me ? Only so far as lit can sec me. That
is thse fashion of tmen."

"But it miust bc unpleasant ta bc mistrualed."
lOh, flot at all-whcu one knows themeelves."

Margucrita poudered upon thst.
"Yau %vent papa t0 build a railroid, dou't you ?
l'hat is about tlic aize of my suggestion," laughced Effingwell. IluI

trutb, 1 amn spcakiug ont gond ward for a raitroad and two for my own
interest. 1 amn an amblilous néan, Mliss Overton. 1 started ln lite wvith-
out rnuch of a chance, but 1 amn b3und ta bt ricia and relpected before 1
get through. 1 bave spent yeare in working up this rallroid scheme. 1
have nude lots oi lnva3îrnents hinging upon it. Now I have ta persuade a
capitalist tbat there la rnoncy in the investmcunt for bim."l

«Aud you have persuaded papa ?"
"I'atially. Uc is trying t0 forin a stock campiuy. Wenre managlng

the matter very quielly Those who go into it are sure of a great thing.
Your laitier ie as î3inguine. 1 believc, n3 1, thouzii, o! ciursc, hie diesu't
corifess it. But hie ii working with a will, and 1 hapo ujw that ina a day
or two Iw~ill start bick ta New MeNlxic2) succesful."

"You will be glad to go 1'
"I shall be glad ta sec the begioning of tise end. Wbeu 1 c:am! back,

if I coame b.ck-I shall led less like an adventurer."
"I neyer thaugbt of you iu that light," siid blirguerlia.
"You have been very kind, Mî-;s Ovorton. 1 shahl nover forget you. I

have beeu a lonely min ; you-pardou rue !-you eeru like a star in my
dark -ky-such a star as migisi lead % min t0 Ileziven."

They walked on alowly, Marguerita holding lier habit up ta the tops ai
hier boots, keeping well ini the shelter of the irces.

"To New Mexico," aise said, ta steady tise conversation.
Yes, that je where 1 bait frorn-as ive say."

"1 tbick 1 should like ta sec such places as yau bave lived in."
"Your fatiscr will buing you with him, perhaps, if you ask him. le is

coming my way ina a few tuantbs."
Effingwellt ook a folding rnap froru his breast pocket white hie spoke.

Heoapenied il before 'Marguerita, and, in bis conctntratcd way, began ta ex-
plain bis sciseme, following the outline îvith his expressive farefinger.

The two stood stili, side by side, heads bzziutover tise ma p. TacirjDint
inierest was quite rem3rkable. Ncither wauld for a marnment bave admitted
that the explanstion was a m:re excuse for do-lay-for lingeriug a few more
blessed minutes in each otbcr's presence.

"II shaîl certainly ask papa 1 takte me svlth hiru,' sald Margîserita, in
a low, grave voice, wben ai the end af several minutes Effingwelt ceased
speaking.

Illt you truly, Mies Ovaton ? May I hope to sec you again-lo have
you see me where I arn known-wh,-rc 1, foo, arn-pardon thse egotism-of
same littie cousequence 1 If I should hope ta se2 you agiin, I ahould have
something b.-tter to live for, to, succecd for, than I ever dreamned of before
1 kneiw you."

He spoke with PgitatioD, in a rapid way. MNarguerits feit 'what was flot
expres3ed ina bis words, felt a passion and linging which lie dire flot uiti.t;
feut thit the lime %vould camne when bie might utter it, and she b2 'i ta
bear himn. She was silent.

IlYou don't know what a privilcge it bas been ta mtci ydu. I fe.-l myscif
ve.ry rougis sort of a tellow-not a csirp-.t-knight at all ; white you are-you
scetu to mes a divinity among wrorn.-n, Miiss Orerton. I shall neyer forge
.yuu as you entered your fatber's private ronru tisat evening wheu I first saw
yons. I shall neyer forger yon " he isurried on-,, as you stand btfore mue
rlow."p Marguerïta did flot siûr. 11cr eyes were dropped, hier color goinp,
and comning. 1*Il nmay be a long lime before I sec you again," continued
Eifingwell, gainiag courage [romu risiag passion, as bie gazed imb thse girl's
agitatcd facc ; "lbut let me tell you-it 1$ only your due tisat I sisould tell
you-that you have inspircil me with a profauzid love-"

.Narguerita started a bt.-p bickward. She auddcnly re3lzed bier indïs-
cretion.

Il>âArdon rmc for daring this,' cantinued Efîiugwz.ihl. "ID3 flot answe-t
me, I bc-sccch you. Thîuk af me only as anc wbo his fng his peari af
price ai your féct, and asks nothiag but that yo's let it lie there. I badl not
rgl.ta 10 peak. I admit it a1l. But tisai you bave lietcucd ln silence gives
mae hope, ambition-v;iat abat[ 1 say 1-gives mc an inspiration-$'

A lond cough ncar intcrruptcd Ellingwoll's vehemeat words. Thc
groom standing with the borses, just nt tise hum of the bridle-pats, took tbis
method of attracting the attention of the absorbzd coup'e.
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