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looked wonderingly at him, and, indeed, the ishock 'was Bo decided and un-
pleasant that he vas witbin a bair's hreadth af dropping the iady's arm and
dashing up the alley before lie recovered birnsel. lie pooah.poohed the
incident, and toid himself ihat it was absurd ta think a[ il a ijccond time,
but other and beiter ruen before Raderick Wýarstone have found it one
tbing ta decide th.t sonie Pubject auglit not ta be thought of, but quite
another ta dismiss il froim iheir mind.

IlI wîsh that Swivei Dick vras litre," lie thaugbt; bci would put the
thing beyond doubt in five minutes."

However, as Dick was flot thcro, wlîntevcr doubt surroundcd the inci-
dent was perfarce allawcd ta remain.

The next twa or three days were busy ones with Roderick, for he twice
went over ta WVrentham, yet found lime ta call each day at Mr. Itayford's
in the hnpe ai seeing Niabel~ alone. Althaugb bie filcd in ihis, there was a
troubird look about the girl, m-bich bie experionced judgment decided was a
favorable symptom. as il showtd the conflict iu lher mmid which was certain
totlakr place before file couid resolve qu the desperate sîep shcwns doubtiess
cousidering.

Miss Jermyn lefi Wrcntham, haviug pramnised witlî MNrs. Iladkcy fa
.pecnd a tew days at the Mlanor later in the season, but as ibis was a goad
wasy ahoad ihere wvae an interval which might bc utilized and would be
sufficient for ]Roderick's plans. There must be an excuse made ta hîiefather
for bis absence, if Malbel consented to Icave the village with him ; but the
Squire was pleased with hini, and flot iikeiy ta be 1'ery critical. l3csides,
he thought-with a smie which did not improvc the expression ai his
countcoance-he had often fourid excuses içhich passed very well ini posi-
tions flot less difficuit than tbe present.

Sucb rtc.fie'ons as theze werc in Mlr. Rodcrick WVarztone's mind as bc
stroiicd towards the village, baping for some incident ta, throw Mabel in bis
way, if but for a minute, s0 tiîm he could proposc an appaintment for the
cvening. She xnîght n the Uic e refuse ta mci liim-that was very likely ;
but he vrouid ktep tryst, and if bis knowledge of the femininle minci 'as
worth anytbing, so vrouid she. At any ratz it rrould bc a good test, and-
fuither cansideration of the maîter was preventeci by bis uncxpciedly
meeting Mr. R-iyford himseif, fecz ta face. Thc aid yeoman ivas pleascd
at meeting Roderick, wha was more than equaliy pîcaseci at seeing him, as
now bc wouid bc aimost certain ta find ?dabel ala ne-so hc thoîîght.

]loderick ivrung the farmer'a hanci with an uni ,okcd-for cardiality, and
ix-gan a conversation which showed the dcep intercst bc took in the opera-
Lions on the laitei's landi, thus sti!l more cornp!cieiy propîtiating MT.
Rayford.

49I dou't know, t.hough, how I shall go on ncmxi year," said Crie yeomnan,
"for 1 shall lose suy right hand vcry soon."

IlAh, mndccc P' ejccuiated Rodetick, assuming ail tbe intercst ivbich
such an announccm.-nîdemanded. "Who is-hoiw is thai 1"

IlWhy, ai course 1 mean Mabel," returaed the farmer with a smile.
"lAn aid fellow like me must flot expect ta keep young people about him
for ever; and as Wilfrid Burri, ai the Mill Fc'4rr, andi she have been swct-
hearts for prctty nigh twa years, he bas scîtieci ta take a new xnisiress ta tht
aid bomne in a few wecks. They iill be askcd for the, firsi time on Sunday.".

ILvas quite as weil for Roderick tbat the fuineas of the farmer's heart
causeci bin ta bc somcwhat garrulaus, andi t take such an intereet in his
own speech as ta prevent bis nol.icing a wild change in bis companlian'a
face 'wbich mighu have staied hlm. By a tremendous effort the young
mani controlecd himsell, but hc was desdly paie, whiie ta bis own cars bis
voice had a harsb unnaturai boaraeness as bc spokec.

"How long bas tbis bcen arrangeci?" hie askcd.
Oniy this -cry wcek," returriec Rayford, Il and Mabel is so unwilling

ta icave ber aid father thlat vrc ivere obliged ta say 1 yes 1 for bier.
Young Wtlilfrid ras quite willing ta do thut, yau m-ty bc sure," bc added
'with a laugli.

Rodcrick trieci ta echa the iaugh, andi said:

IlI must Lake an opportunity ai congràtulatîng Itir. flura wben 1 find
thee tidings Senerally known. Ht is a fartunat mani. 1 must bld you
good-mornîng, Mr. lZay lard, for 1 sec a servant conaîng aftcrme ta say that
a gentleman whom 1 expect has arrivcd."

With tbis bc disappearcci, but flot in tbc direction of Mr. I',iyford's
dweiling, for bie feit bc was in na mooci for an interview with the farrrier'a
daughîer lit ihat moment; wbiic Itaylord wcnt cbcerfully an bis ivay,
I)Icaised vrith %bc intercst viîich tht ycuug Squrc evidently toak in his farmi
and hi. iamily.

This was the day on wvhich 'Miss 1,l;yiord paici ber wecc1y visit to tho
old servant, andi on ibis occasion, uncouîh as she alwaya seemed, there was
a sirangenes in ber manner ivhicb aImas?. frigbtened the girl. N~ot but
ibat elhe 'as as ioving andi devotcd as ever ; wîîh1 ail bier uncouthuess that
trait 'vas neyer absent ; but thcre 'vas a mcauing in lier eye andi a eoicznnity
in ber voice which nuglit havc bcen the wiarg of coming dcath, and xnuch
imprcssed Mlabcl. She cancoaleci ibis feeling as far as possible, andi %Çtcr
bier usual utay Icit, but as shc was gaing oid llcpzibath caied ber back andi

"Didst cver ha' theccvortune ta!d, Iliss -àNabel 1"
"Ža4," saici ber astonishcd visitor.
44 Then do'e go ana have un' tolci to.night," continued the aid vomin.

"Vina ont af the wisc voik, cross lier lîand 'vi' raie gooid, and i îce vwon't
bc sarry vor'î."

Mà%abel amiied at aid lies voids, ard lcit ber, but feut-as ainiosi evcry
girl 'vonic have feit-distubeci by the strar.gc mariner and languaSc ai lier

(To bce confýnued.)
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