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looked wonderingly at him, and, indeed, the shock was so decided and un-
pleasant that he was within a hair's breadth of dropping the lady's arm and
dashing up the alley before he recovered himself. e pooh-poohed the
incident, and told himself that it was absurd 10 think of it a second time,
but other and belter men before Roderick Warstone have found it one
thing to decide that some subject ought not to be thought of, but quite
another to dismiss it from their minde.

‘I wish that Swivel Dick was here,” he thought; “he would put the
thing beyond doubt in five minutes.”

However, as Diclk was not lhcro, whatever doubt surrounded the inci-
dent was perforce allowed to remain.

The next two or three days were busy ones with Roderick, for he twice
went over to Wrentham, yet found time to call cach day at Mr. Rayford’s
in the hope of secing Mabelkalone. Although he failed in this, there was a
troubled look about the girl, which his experionced judgment decided wasa
favorable symptom, as it showed the conflict iu her mind which was ceriain
totake place before she could resolve Qu the desperate siep shewas doubtless
cousidering.

Miss Jermyn left Wrentham, having promised with Mrs. Hadley to
epend a tew days at the Manor later in the season, but as this was a good
way ahoad there was an interval which might be utiliz:d and would bs
sufficient for Roderick’s plans. There must be an excuse made to his father
for his absence, if Mabel consented to leave the village with him ; but the
Squire was pleased with him, and not likely to be very critical. Besides,
he thought—with a smile which did not improve the expression of his
countenance—he had often fouad excuses which passed very well in posi-
tiors not less difficult than the present.

Such reflections as theee were in Mr. Roderick Warstone's mind as he
strolled towards the village, hopiog for some incident to throw Mabel in his
way, if but for a minute, so that he could proposc an appointment for the
evening. She might at the time refuso to meet him—that was very likely ;
but he would keep tryst, and if his knowledge of the femibine mind was
vsorth anything, so would she, At any rate it would bz a good test, and—
furnther consideration of the matter was prevented by his unexpectedly
meeting Mr. Rayford himself, face to face. The old yeoman was pleased
at mecting Roderick, who was more than equally plcased at seeing him, as
now he would be a]most certain to find Mabel alonc—so he thought.

Roderick wrung the farmer's hand with an un) soked-for cordiality, and
began a conversation which showed the deep interest he took in the opera-
tions on the latter’s land, thus still more completely propitisting Mr.
Rayford.

1 don't know, though, how I shall go on next year,” said tae yeoman,
‘ for I shall lose my right hand very scon.”

“ Ah, indeed !” ¢jiculated Roderick, assuming all the interest which
such an announcemsnt demanded. ¢ Who is—how is that1”

“Why, of course T mean Mabel,” returned the farmer with a smile.
** An o0ld fellow like me must not expect to keep young people about him
for ever ; and as Wilfrid Bura, of the Mill Farm, and she havo been sweet-
hearts for pretty pigh two years, he has scttled to take 2 new mistress to the
old howe in a few weeks. They will be asked for the first time on Sunday.”

It was quite as well for Roderick that the fulness of the farmer's heant
caused him to be somewhat garrulous, and to take such_an joterest ip his
own speech as to prevent his noticing a wild change in his companion's
fece which might have startled him. By 2 tremendous cffort the young
man controlled himsell, but he was deadly pale, while to his own cars his
voice had a harsh nnnalura] hoaracness as he spoke.

“ How long bas this been arranged?” he asked.

“ Only this very week,” returned Rayford, * and Mabel is so uawilling
to leave her old father that we were obliged to say ¢yes? for her.
Young Wilfrid was quite willing to do that, you may be eure,” he added
with alaugh.

Rodzrick tried to ccho the laugh, and said:

* I must take an opportunity of congratulating Mr. Bura when I find
these tidicgs gencrally known.  He is a fortunate man. I must bid you
good-morning, Mr. Rayford, for I sec a servant conung aftermeto say that
a gentleman whom I expect has arrived."

With this he disappearcd, but not in the ditection of Mr. Rsyford's
dwellig, for he fcit he was in no mood for an interview with the farmer's
daughtcr at that mement; while Rayiord went cheerfully on his way,
pleased with the interest which tie ycung Squre cvidently took in his farm
and his family.

This was the day on which Miss Rayford paid her weekly visit o tho
old servant, and on this occasion, uncouth as she always scemed, there was
a strangencess in her macoer which almost frightened the girl. Not but
that she was as loving and devoted as ever ; with all her uncouthuess that
lrait was ncver abaent ; but there was a mcamng ia ber cyo and a solemoity
in her voica which mlbhl have bzea the waraitg of coming death, and much
impresscd Mabs!l. Shc concealed this feeling as far as possxblo, and sfter
her usual stay lelt, but as she was going old Mcepzibah called her back and
said :

« Didst ever ha' thee vortune told, Miss Mabel 1”

¢ No,” said her astonished visitor.

¢ Then do’ec go and have un’ told to: mghl "’ continued the old woman.
* Vind one of zbc wisc volk, cross her hand wi' ralc goold, and thce won't
bo sorry vor't.”

Mabel smiled at old Hep's words, and left her, but fclt—as almost every
girl would have felt—distutted by the strange manncr and lazguage of her
peosiouner.

{To be confinued.)
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~ NOVA SCOTIA
NURNERY,

NN Woar Taenelonial By Degit,

HALIFAX, N, S.

JAMES H. HAR_RIS, MANACER,

Horse Cars prss the Nursery.

IL.OOEK.

We are oﬂ“ermg Excel-
lent Value in

TROUSERINGS.
STANFORD

: The Tailor..
23ds “ X. ‘. .
Hores Caa Posothe Dove. 156 HOLLIS ST

Fresh and Salted Beef, Vegetables, 163- Barrington Street-163

Mutton, Pork, Bread, &c. 0
) A, LEAVAN & G0, poobcht WALLAGE |

dealer in TCHES, CLOCKS,

JP.W!' LLERY, OP'llCA » GOODS

Wh[]]ﬂsalp & Beta” vmtuanels SILVER PLATED WARE & SEWING
! MACHL.\Bb 'I‘H} WHITE. XEW

OME, axn FAVORITE KINGS OF

A\lhlu(u\\' SEWING NMNMACHINES,
WVhich we will #ell very cheap, wholesale and

GANNED GOODS, BOLAGNAS &0.,?;’f?’da‘{"s"}?m’,‘,’“iifé“&?l’n‘l.‘x‘éﬁi};ﬁ“’“

dew gold-hicaded . WALKING  CANES.
6 to 10 Bedford R"“, \:hxch will bo sold cheap. Repairing in alf
Estastisnro 1864.

Iy attended to by first-cl
HALIFAX: N- S. ",’,’:,“f,‘;ﬁ’n"”ml"y attended to by firsteclans

" MOIR’S ars Stum Lot
DESIGEATED GOCOANUT, %2&64 RANTLE ST,W

We have been in the Laundry Business

Best and Chea ﬂst over twenty ycars in New York and St.
® :John, and have always given satisfaction.

:\ll p:rhc‘ cntrusting their work to our
Moir, Son & Co.

carce will be surc to be satisfied.
HALIFAX, N. S, - ;
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P. W. LEVERMAN & SON,
Pianoforte Makens

Pianos Tuned, Toned & Regulated

REPAIRING A SPECIALTY,

All kinds of Piano Material for eale.
COV}:IREU STRINGS ade to order. Call
or write.

56 SOUTI PARK ST.

AND MANUPACTURKRRS OF

' Goods called for and delivercd free of
cxlr:& charge. TELEPHONE 653.

MAX UNGAR,
PROPRIETOR.

————

Wholesale and Ret&ﬂ mnr DIRECT
I RRORS

Picture and Room Mnuldmgsh M A N IT QBA
OIL PAINTINGS, !

ERERAVIRES 24D CHRONDS, %L?RE;R
ARTISTS” MATERIALS.

i FROM
Picture Framing a spec,ahy 'CHOICE HARD WHEAT.

Correspo'xdence 1rom Cuh Bnyen Solicitel

LEITCH BROS.
FLOUR MILLS,
40, 42 and 44 Barrington Bt OAK LAKE, MANITOBA.
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