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D11. SPAL*.DING''S RU~SONS FOR EN'PEIRINO '1211E

lIiv. 1)t IIaSîA.îu . 1D., for the past twelvo yeararector
of Chri2L Episcopal clîtircit, Camibridge, rattred frein tu iîiistry of

tiatni.cturcil t ntday, Nov 2901 and public>' alitîounecod Ilisconiverdoni to
te Catbulic faithl.

Dr. Spaiding ]iis been a proîninietît alla iniflîîeîtiai mienier of the
Episcepai clergy, anîd tho uews of bis change ai religions faiLli lins
created wideslireit( interest. Ilis letter re.9igniittg tho rectorship) of
te churchi Was rond( ta lits coligrogatitin '%)tir wecks ago. Silice that

titio the services ha~ve bett coîducteil by othier clergymniî, Dr.
spaldnîig not caring, iii view of the step lie wtîs abolit to tako, to con-

tinueo iii tho practical %vert; af thel rectorsitp.
Siiiday the chîîreî n'as crowded to theo toors. At the close of tiîo

reguhîar scrvices. which wveoc ondncted by visiting clergymîenî, Dr.
Spalding advanced Le the front of the chancel anîd began luis statte-
tut. IL cotistittici fifty minutes iii iLs cielivery. It was spoien iii

a clear, 1jinii voici?, alla iniia tajîer titat Lcstilied to tie earatestness
alla sinierity of the speaker. 'rite caîîgrcgatic'u listenied witi the
decpcst initerest, dritluîîg lit every %vord wilîi fil fr3cn die speakor's
lips ; andi at the close of tic service inany of his aid parisiiioners
wvaited te Lake Dîr. Spalding by the lband and assure liiin af tlieir best
iviahes for tho future.

])r. Spaldinag's stateutetît n'as sa follaws :I liave net caule liere
titis întoiiîg Le pricacli a sernioti, and I dIo net forinaily atitîttce Il
texL ; but if there wvere any wvords af se.ripture wviit 1 %ould lle ta
put as ail introduction Le wlht i have ta say, Lhcy %vould bî1-tiiose of
St. Paul ait bis, cotnversion.

W\ho art thon, Lord ?"
Lord, iviiat wvill thon haive une te de0 2"

I hlave peoinised to tell you ta.day iny relisons, il personal and< nui-
perattive," for rcsigîîiig the rectorship of the parish. If tiis stateiienlt
is soinievbnatlonig,bear withinie patieiitly ; iL viiibeiîay iast Lune a
speaking te ou. IflIsay saiie bard tliinga I nsk askyen beforeliiiid
ta forgive nie. Oniy for îtaine weiglîty cause couila I have broighit
suil trouble tipoit utyseli; only for soine weiglity cause, ioviiig îuîd
esteîning you as I do, wotild 1 have brotigbt sticli diatres tpoti yenu.

1t.t, having datte this, 1 inust, ais a duty ta voit and te inself,
spe.ak plainiy to.dav. Further, the very nature i thie issue rui.sed by
uay uniexpqcted cotnet is sîîcb iliat 1 realize thuit 1 ain speaking, not
only ta yau tuy parisluioners, but ta ail wl'hoîn iy voice and %vards cati
reach.

T.Lo begin with, 1i woul. net hava yent suppose 1 ]lave beet iiusty ini
taking te step of resictiig, <'r in reacliiiu- te condition %viîich 1

liavu i wy own iuid, aiid cf wlîicli 1 arn îîoi about ta tell yen 1
iiiist be ready fer te risli cf inîîniiderstanding, or even ofiitspersionp
an this point. Soute even now Nçili think tue liasty, athers blow:
and I inîst niet ivotder if tha elle class cati tac foolisli, and te othier
iaypocritieal. 1 oily quietly repiy, in the words of th:e late Bobei t

Isiaac Wilberfoirce, ii sinuiar circînustances : I The inind, liie he
body, lias its titnte ai crisis, îvbicli it is net altogether ini aur oivii
Ipowac ta regulitte-." But I caninot cati imysoli iasty ini ari'iviîig lit
contclusionis whi'ltil iL lias talzou aie s0 itnatîY years ta reacIi.
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1. 1 %vill say lit onîce that what first set ine tiiitlkiniiin te directiont
wiiiciî lins rcsîîiteil Huis far in i nv gi ving Ill) te rectarshi> %vas te

ratienalisma, Uhe liberabista, the freetlîinking, te ituibeitef in ttue Epts.
copal citurci alla ii te etîtire Anîglicanî commntation.

l'au inust kttow titat I wouid expeet ta fiid titis tationaiatie spirit
existittg in aiîy body af Cliristians Lo wotne extetit ; for iL is LIte îverk.
ing af Iiiututat nature ; anîd I have tno suci idea ai te chuirch as ta
suppose Hfiat te witeat atnd thie tares would naL bie grawiîîg tegeHitler
Bunt iviien I caille iLo te Episcopal chittrci front Cotîgregattotnalisin,
1 did expect tera wveil bie stroîlger stuieguards against te itîraad af
titis spirit. For 1 helieved I %vas cotning istW the truc clitîrclî of
Christ, a true brattei of thie clitirei. 1 ivas aiways front titat day a
htîgi citircitinani. 1 beiieved li te divineiy appotttted titîttistry

hiaiided tlowni by succession Iraint the aiposties, it te gracii oP sacra-
iints, iii the in)faliiîiltty of te cînîrcit ; itier, i accepted, in titeir
entire futitess aIl te articles of te ancient creeds , alla accordingly,
boiievedl witit nil îtty itcart, it te Catiioiic doctritne ai te incartationt,
fît theo doit' of .Je.4u Chrict, in ail te gospel record of te life of
Jests-lis Leacig, Ilis iracles, Ilus voliluiiny deatit of expiattont
for ait'. Ilis u'esîrrectiatî antd ascenision -; and sa. iti gettoral, lt te
presetîce auîd powver ai te suirpprîtatutral itn t 'te worid, anti ii
Citristiaiiity, int ail tiiese ivaNs tus ilifderstood, ni te way anîd LIte

only îvay of salvîutioiî for nil ta wltoin iLs iunerdaga catîtes. Aitd 1
nay say jîtst itere, Lltnt 1 ]lave nevior beeni pertaitteti ta daubt axty ai te
great trtits af hie Chiristiant faiLli , aîld 1 amît incst titatikitt tbcut 1
cati ailiriti ta day tital 1 h-new îtothitîg ai tae darkiteuis cf dant-ofi
thte seuse of dIriftiiit ipless upon te %ide sra of itLellectual sceptîc.
iqia- afwiliing or îtîwilliîg adiitissiot iat Luec is lta divitne revelatioît

ta mnat, lia clituircli, tia God ! I Juive uîiways beliovcd firinly iu ail]
titese ; antd in ail caiuîtetedly ; ini God-in Ilis niany revelatiauts ta

liiinaef-and] itn ta citîtreu ai Christ ieo clitta\ ai tent at, Nyîtereiti
God litth spoketi ta lis int tiese ast daya by Ilis Solit."
Thte ratiunatie spirit beiotîgs, iii a geoul Sensu, te lta ail. We

baye our intellect, aur ronscît, ls (cd's gift allta ive are botti Ia lise
iL, iii iLs leictiiiîtt spltere. If îî'e lîuîd tic auperuiat.ural rL'eittioti, %vu
tatighît trutly saY wrelire eîuiy ta grape atiler (Joui tn utt itd Iiîît lis ire
eeulda, b>' iatturai lnsot ani cottceetît. But iiaviutg Sutehl a revu'iatiott
fratî iio, ii Ilis eliircli-tio liistory ai mnhi*iei i8 iLs awtt best witiieas
ta the wat'(ld-wi tîto iet loit ta aur awn varied and coliliictitî
tHîuglits af Gcd tutu1 oai urseires, anîd iii decitiîtg the gu'eat (Iitt'tioi
af belief anîd dutty. The raticîtalistic spirit, ini iLs baul setîse, is Lite
actiotn of Iiiittitui retusai, cotîcetînce, iii, pcUrvert,.d alla Nwarliei cver
ailice the fali-tittt Il'terrible tîhouigittai ealaîîiiit.y,'' as Gne ctis il-
atnd titis actiont îrccedittfg tidpouueitiy of (3od 's Anperintut'l tevelu-
tioii-vartoîtsl)y appasiiîg0 itseif tu te aîithîarity ai lotI speaiiig ini
Itis cliircii.

Thtis ratiotnalistic Spirit, ton. I t lilk ire aIl1 %'ould omvi, lias beuoitte
greatly altd iîierotuiuigly prevalet it i te .Ejiscopal ciîureh. 1 say
ttothîiig itov ai etiier religionis bolles; but iL mas tho îvoniteru'ul growtit

ar tit. ratinaiistt iiglit: aîtiotg uts. îî'iieli Sote )-caurs 11go set tlte
tiji ng tugaiîîst ail autiority. Ileretît, us I itavejust tried ta expiaui,
ta iLs ront prinitepie. IL is ItiLer freedti ;, it is intiiviuutisiti
flint iiil itet bue gîiided, unid %'e ail bauve Scctt il, il, Lhis eiuîî'c, sltread.
iîîg nul grewitig allal bratteltîtg out tuLe te %vorsît forîtîs of latittndii-
airiilisili, aveil La Uie deniai lf thea vety foltidation î'uiths ai Chtristiaun-
iL>'. Alla te [toint ii nta ivat titut it ivas iiciieckcd ; antt se iL
%venît oit froint riîîîutpi te triunmph. Wliiethter i ri-fer ta te seoutiutg
ai teo doctr'ine ai apostolic sutccessiont, or the so enîied iiigiier criticiauii

oi iîoiy Seriptiiro, or thle mvakettig ai te doctrine of the incarnîation.
or te atit alla oit deitial ai the virgiti birtt attd the Lathily reauirrectiouî
ai aur Lord, or tttakiitg tes truaits euly Il iatters ai iiiterprotuution'"
-ai, I caini, are in te saine Iitîe-ol liberalisti. Atîd I rotll no
u'tslci ofboit)- reited, w'hen I gtva ut lis tuly opitnion, titeugi %itit
deellest sorrmv, titat teso tutt alher forma ai hîberalisîn are i'erv
%viiieiy roeeived ilt the Episcopai eitircli to.duy ; tire becaitiu.g thé'
Stanidard tetuehtitig ai seitocis ai tiîeolig ; are prociaiutied fronît te
puilpits ci a tnîîititîîde ai ofur clitites, îuiîd tus are pocit tssessioun
cf te iearts all ntinds ai ioisands ai otîr reojîle. WTiy la iL ualo
clieeked ini cottîttiat mmitli tuîany aLl-2rs 1 )lave asked aatit and
a5ajiu. WViiy do itot the bisiiaps, îmarticuliuri>'. ns te te:tclàitîgý pawver
cf te elitircli, chteck these iîtroads, uîiîess saine ai Lten1 tileîîîsem'es
itoldticlt idens ; or uiless, tus a bodiy, tltey feei titat they haive tic
stillicietit auttitrit>' ta prem'L'it te tenriitg, dawii ai the> atîcient lanud.
îuîarks oi te iaitiu?

1 luighlt give inany cases il-, preai ai the inarci ai titis ratioaiîaistic
spirit. 1i utiglît cite ivrititigs by prîtittsetît Eitflisli or Aiiiericnti
citcrclnî railg'Ill- it optition al te way frein Mr. Gore's essay in
-Lux Milittil ' Le Caittaît F3rceiicîtie's Il 'The liarid te Suibjeet of

lletlemptioit,' wiib entireiy teus awîay miith citircli andt uiiîuiistry ;
or Ilol's' Il Thte Broad Chturci; Witat is Contîint, *" whieit exalts it
the proittise ai te iicar fuiture, of at cîtîre restereitteut ai Clliristiaunit> ;
or Ileber Newtait's books tpoil te Bible aîd te ecù, %y ticlt are sa
rccet aîd %veit kîtewil tiat 1 îmeed naL citarat~erize theti bore.
lJtteranccs, iioreuver ai otutillent neit iii sertuans auîd lectures, and
tîfteti ait uucurkl,-dccuisionis, liave beciabunidant and eutsp)octt. Agîtin
altd a., it fiai'e I lîcard a, proiniiteît ciergyttuen ai aur ehireli tLer
sutiî senîtimtenîts as seniîed La tac ta bie gelieroîîsiy givitug away te
faiLli. I 'eiioiiber lieariitg- anc say La a gatherittg ai students: II Wo
ilave a. crecd to-day : ire iay bave natte ta-itnorraîn '; or agaiju, Inter
conmpare te c:rced, il, iLs lise, ta te iast piattk wvIiic saves te
tlrowiiing tuait. I have boeard a clergymîant ai larges. iillieitce ainaiig
us decinre ta l" tîtere is tic particular grace of tut' Ilaiy Spirit giveti
iii Llie iaytttg atm ai iiuds''

1 htave litard te whiohe itotion ai gi-se sutcered ai. iii a ineeting ai
elergý,ytiteti ; and vercil' Lita exalipie lay ]lave beî t iud ili a wmou.

kitowuî bock. mmritten b)y cite oi ur Icadiîîg dactors ai diviîîity, whîere
grace ls spoieit ai -ia Il att iinîpersonai tijing or substanice," whiici
St. Atiguistitte put inta the ptlnce ai the living Christ, ta thte Ildegradt-
Liait ai CitristiaittiiUeeiogy." lait reiaciaber, ain the aLter iînnd, )iew
lit. Paul speaks ai gract'. i htave liard. front a souîrce wliiclu >uit
-woult, perltaps, littie tiik, tue statetieuit tat Il te grace rf Goul
ivad Itist as michi given ta Luthecr andl Calvtn for thoir ivark as ta te
lioly ipostios for Llieirs.'

Saule ai youî listelied La a sernieti at an ordination ai dencotîs iii
.lutîte 1889, in itlii te idea, oh îuuy suîcred ciîaratctr cotnferma by
ordîimnatie-by « te tluch ef te btand "-wuas ridiculeil. AnttulL re
sat te bishiap iii Li chtancel, raady ta do what lie iîad jutat beenti Ld
lte couldi 't do !

lut a c,,rse ai lectures before a certain tileoloagical acîtool, last yoar.
uve are reliubly tîîforîîîed iut thte rconastructiait ai religionts iliughit
%'as bolil elitered tîpaut, in sct.iîg asido froul the doctrine af te atatne-
tient ail such crutte conceeptionîs as substitutiont sud expiation ; itu doing
av'ay %vitîltLite ortliodax idea. ai te %vt'rk ai te Ilaly Spirit ii te il%-

tlttratiot ai te Bible ; and lin giî'ing pince ta te praphletic utter-
atices ai unauîy Il îiicautanical "I inspirol mritors ai te -littetenti
'etuiy I
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