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DR. SPALDING'S RIEASONS FOR ENTERING THE
CATIHIOLIC CIIURCH,

Rev. daxrs Fieno Svanmxa, DL D, for the past twelve years rector
of Christ Episcopal churcl, Cambridge, retired frem the ministry of
that church Sunday, Nov 29th and publicly announced hisconversion to
the Catholic faith.

Dr. Spalding has been a prominent and influentinl member of the
Ipiscepal clergy, and the news of his change of religious faith has
created widesprend interest. 1lis letter resigning the rectorship of
the church was road to his congregation Jour weeks ago.  Sitwce that
time the services have been conducted by other clergymen, Dr,
Spalding not caring, in view of the step he was about to take, to con-
tinuo in tho practical work of the rectorship.

Sunday the church was crowded to the doors. At the close of the
regular scrvices, which were conducted by visiting clergymen, Dr,
Spulding advaunced to the front of the chancel and began his state-
ment, It consumed fifty winutes in its delivery. It was spoken in
& clear, firm voice, and in o manner that testified to the earttestness
and sincenty of the speaker. T'he congregatirn lhistened with the
deepest interest, drinking in every word which fell fram the speakor’s
lips; and at the close of the service many of his old parishioners
wheited to take Dr. Spalding by the hand and assure him of their best
wishes for the future.

Dr. Spalding's statement was as follows: I have not come here
this morning to preach a sermon, and 1 do not formally aunouce n
text ; but if there were any words of seripture which I wovld like to
put as an introduction to what I have to ssy, they would be those of
St. Paul at his conversion.

“ \Who art thou, Lord ?”

*¢ Lord, what will thou have me to do 2"

I have promised wo tell you to-day my reasons, ** personal and mn-
perative,” for resigning the rectorship of the parish.  If this statement
is somewhat long, bear with me patiently ; it will be my last time of
speaking to you. If I'say some hard things I ask ask you beforehand
to forgive me. Only for some weighty cause could 1 have brought
sugh trouble upon mysel?; only for some weighty cause, loving and
esteeming you is I do, would I have brought such distress upon you.

But, buving done this, I must, as a duty to you and to myself,
speak plainly to-day. Further, the very nature of the issue raised by
my unexpected conduet is such that 1 realize that 1 am speaking, not
only1 to you my parishioners, but to all whom my voice and words can
reach.

‘Lo begin with, I would not have you suppose I have been hasty in
taking the step of resigning, cr in reaching the condition which I
have in 1y own mind, and of which I am now about o tell you I
must be ready for the risk of misunderstanding, or even of aspersion,
on this point. Some even now will think me hasty, others slow :
and I must not wonder if the one class call me foolish, and the other
hypocritical. I only quietly reply, in the words of tl:e late Robert
Isaac Wilberforee, i similiar circumstances: * The mind, hke the
body, has its time of crisis, which it is not altogether in our own
powac to regulate.” DBut I cannot call myself hasty in arriving at
conclusions which it has talien me so many years to reach.

RATIONALISM, LIBERALISM AND FREETHINKING.

1. I will say atonce that what first set me thivking in the direction
which has resulted thus far in my giving up the rectorship was the
rationalisin, the liberalism, the freethinking, the unbehef m tne Eps.
copal church and in the entire Anglican communion.

You must know that I would expect to find this 1ationalistic spirit
existing in any body of Christiuns to some extent ; for it is the work
ing of human nature ; and I have no such idea of the chureb as to
suppose that the wheat and the tares would not be growing together
But when I came into the Episcopal church from Congregationalism,
1 did expect there would be stronger sufeguards against the nrond of
thig spirit. For 1 believed 1 was coming iuto the true church of
Christ, a true branch of the church. 1 was always from that day a
high churchinan. 1 believed in the divinely appomnted mnustry
handed down by succession rom the npostles, in the grace of-sacra.
ments, in the infallibility of the chureh ; futher, 1 accepted, in ther
entire fulness all the articles of the ancient creeds, aud accordingly,
believed with all my heart, in the Catholic doctrine of the ncarnation,
in the deity of Jesus Christ, in all the gospel record of the life of
Jesus—1his teachiny, His miracles, His volunta:y death of expiation
for sin, His resurrection and ascension; aud so. in general, mn the
presense and power of the surpernatural in the world, and n
Christianity, in all these ways thus understood, .3 the way and the
only way of salvation for zll to whom its mersage comes. And 1
may say just here, that 1 have never been permitted to doubt any of the
great truths of the Christian faith, and [ am most thankful that I
can affirm to day that I know nothing of the darkness ¢f doubt—of
the sense of drifung helpless upon the wide sea of intellectual sceptic.
ism— of willing or unwilling admission that there is no divine revelation
to man, no church, no God! I have always belioved firmly in all
these ; and in all connectedly ; in God—in llis many revelations to

himself-—and in tho church of Christ tho elimax of them ull, wherein
“ God hath spoken to us in theso last days by His Son.”

The rationnlistic spirit belongs, in a good sense, to us all. Wo
have our intellect, our reason, as God's gift and wa are bound to use
it, in its legitimate sphere.  1f wo had no supernatural revelution, we
might truly say we are only to grope ufter God and find him as we
could, by natural rensonand concience. But having such o vevolation
from God, in 1lis church—the history of which is 1ts own best witneas
to tho world——we are not lolt to our own varied and conflicung
thoughts of God and of ourselves, and in deciding the great question
of belief and duty. The rationahistic spirit, in its bad sense, is the
action of human reason, conetence, will, porverted and warped ever
since the fall—that ¢ terrible aborigimal calamity,” ag one calls it—
and this action proceeding independently of God's supernatural revela-
tion—variously opposing itself o the authority of God speaking in
his chureh.

This rationalistic spirit, then, I think wo all would own, hins become
greatly and increasingly prevalent i the Lipiscopal church. 1 suy
nothing now of other retigious bodies ; but it was the wonderful growth
of thiv rationalism right among us, which some years ago sot me
thinking against all authority. 1lerem, us I have just tried to explain,
18 its root principle. It is utter freedom; it is individualisin
that will net be guided, and weall bave seen it in this church, spread-
ing and growing and branching out wmto the worst forms of latitudin-
arianism, even to the deniul of the very foundation truths of Christinn-
ity. And the point with mo ways that it was unchecked ; and so it
went on from triwmph to triamph,  Whether I refer to tho scouting
of the doctrine of apostolic succession, or the so entled higher criticism
of holy Seripture, or the wenkening of the doctrine of the incarnation,
or the out and out denianl of the virgin birth and the bodily resurrection
of our Lord, or making these truths only “matters of interpretation’
—al, L claim, are in the same hne—of liberalism. And I run no
risk of being refuted, when I give 1t as my opinion, though with
deepest sorrow, that these and other forms of libernlism are verv
widely raccived in the Bpiscopal church to-duy ; are becoming the
standard teachings of schools of theology ; are proclaimed from the
pulpits of a multitude of our churches, und thus are taking possession
of the hearts and minds of thousands of our people. Why is it not
checked in common with many othars 1 have asked agan and
again.  Why do not the bishops, parvicularly, as the teaching power
of the church, chieek these inroads, unless some of them themselves
hold such ideas ; or unless, as & body, they feel that they have no
suflicient anthority to prevent the tearing down of the ancient land-
marks of the faith ?

GIVING AWAY THE FAITH.

T might give many cases in proof of the march of this rationalistic
gpint, 1 might aite writings by prominent Iinglish or American
charchmen ranging in opinion all the way from Mr. Gore's essay in
« Lux Mundi * to Canon Freemantle's * The World the Subject of
Redemption,” which entirely does away with church and ministry ;
or Howels’ «“ The Broad Church; What is Coming 2" which exalts in
tho promise of the near future, of an entire restorement of Christianity ;
or lleber Newton’s books upon the Bible and the ereed, which areso
recent and well known that I need unot chara:terize them here.
Utterances, moresver of eminent men in sermons and lectures, and
often an marked occasions, have been abunaant and outspoken. Again
and again have I heard a prominent clergymen of our church utter
snch sentiments as scemed to me to be generously giving away the
farth. 1 remember hearing one say to a gathering of students: * Weo
have a creed 10-day : we may have none to-morrow ’; or again, later
compare the creed, in its use, to the last plank which saves the
drownmg man. I have heard a clergyman of larges: influence among
us declare that < there is no particular grace of the Holy Spirit given
in the laying on of hands.”

I have heard the whole notion of grace sncered at in a meeting of
clergymen ; and verily the example may have been found in a well-
kunown book, written by one of our leading doctors of divinity, where
grace1s spoken of as ** an impersonal thing or substance,’ which
St. Augustine put into the place of the living Christ, to the *“ degrada-
tion of Christian theology.” You remember, on the other hand, how
St. Vaul speaks of grace. 1 have heard, from a source which you
would, perhaps, little think, the statement that * the grace of God
was just as much given to Luther and Calvin for their work as to the
holy apostles for theirs.”

Some of you listened to a sermon at an ordination of deacous in
June 1889, m winch the idea of any sacred character conferred by
ordination—by ** the touch of the hand ""—was ridiculed. And there
sat the bishop in the chancel, ready to do what he had just been told
he could; 't do'!

In a course of lectures before a certain theological school, last year,
we are relinbly informed that the reconstruction of religious thought
was boldly entered upou, in setting sside from the doctrine of the atone-
ment all such crude conceptions as substitution and expiation ; in doing
sway with the orthodox idea of the werk of the Holy Spirit in the in-
spiration of the Bible; and in giving place to the prophetic uttor-
ances of many ¢ uncanonical *’ inspired writors of the aineteenth

century !
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