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accommodation, Ie most probably be- !.dmwn, amd in this country, no railway can

THE OANADIAN TRADE REVIEW
longs wthe clasa in Enzland who fauey | prosper, and no evidence has been publigh-

l 1 f
Sta l the passengers on our railways shout beans | el tu prove, or to mho it probable that,

. ' from the back platforms of ears, nnd travel | the unfavornble rotums of the < sand Trunk
Assurance Society

. in hourly peril of being raided by wild lu-; hive, toany extent, been - ased by defee-
. b
Of LONDON Sngland "t i
R i ‘The criticisms we have Intely read in seve?

Assoly, Nat 1 e, IS0t $17,800,000 ceral London papers on Camadian affiirs

Anunal Ino ne....... 2,700,000 show a stnking capacity for making ignor-
;‘;:g:;&f‘l": c::x:tlt- 6".‘288'883 ' ance the basis of editorints, or a readiness

“to gell their space tospeculatoig, and other
nco, | mischief makers, bent on deeryiog Canae
or Agonclos, address - dian gecurities in order to put money in
3. FR“H ]EFFERS. "the.r purses at the cxpense of mu-.ccnl'
Sec'y for Conada ! 10,5005 whom they deedive. It is com-
Henl OMce for Canad 3=29 Richmond St. West, [y 1y i010riou s that much of the eriticism
Toronte. i of the Grand ‘Frunk, and ot other Canadian
| enterprisey, which has appeared in English
tiuns 1 revenue. Tho receipts from im- journals for some tme past has been|
migeation alone have been cut duwn 76, " huneycombed ' wih traud.  There s
per cetit below the figures fur the sam. mwre Jauger in Londun from * bears ™ than
periud of 1803, The suspense of traffic in Canada. No persun familiar with even
owing to the paralyeis of tiade caured by | the alphabet of sailway management can
the tariff uncertainties in the States was|do otherwisa than ridicule the notion that
miost disastrous to railway interests. Amer- trains mugt be cancelled  propuitionately
jcan railways inthe last year went into|to a temporary falling off yn tratfic, as Eng-
the liands of the receivers whelesale, to nn’]ish critics of the Grand Truukh affiom
extent without patallel in railway bistory.|should be done.
RBesides these genctal causes there were|  Faeilities for traflic incrense it, under
the stnkes and disturbances in the wWest | normal conditions.  Kuowing the Cirand
that atterly disorganized both freight and | Trauk system well we challenge its Eng-
passenger trallie. lish critics to name the trams that it wou'd
‘The Custums returns also show large re- g be wise to eancel.  Any child ean say, as
ductions in imports for some time past, | they do, * there are too many trains.” I
thatinust have considerably affected freight | they have sufficient knowladie of the Iine
receipts.  Although there was a very fnir‘lo specify those trains that ought to be
amount of tourist trave! last summer, the cancelled 13t them point thum out. We
generally felt depression, owing mminly to] are satisfied that the managens here woul }
the low miices of farm produce, kept duwn | be grateful for such advice, if,un examina.
passenger traffic to a Jow level, asa very {tion, it proved to be worth attention. But
Jarge nmount of travelling is done by per-| when a fureign entic merels “talks through
sons in rural districts when times are good, ) his hat ™ abouut ous train service, the rail
that is wholly cut off when economy is; way managers and the jpeople of Canada
the order of the day. 'nmst be excused telling such critics to con:
We see, then, in the above conditions, ( ine their remarks to matters they know
ample explanations of the unfavorable re- | sPmething about.
turns of the Grand Tennk Railway asshown, It is wholly overlooked that tie Grand
jn the last yem'’s Repmt, We not  that a, Trunk has now severe competition to con-
London paper attacks the Cauadian man. | tend against; it must either meet this by
agement. It declaris that thire are “too  providing, at least, equal accummodation
many trains tor the 1equirements of teaf-; to its rival, or suffer heavily in all depart.

For in‘ornntion as to Loans, Agsur.

tive management on this sule.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CHAR-
'TER.

A string of 20 amendments to the Char-
ter of this eity hing been recommended by
a committee. The elftzuto secure thes
changes will requite to be closely watched.
They are divistble into three heads ; thoese
to intprove the administrative machinery ;
those tr increase tixation; and those to
give the Coundd! groater spendiug puwers.
Noxe 1and 2 daal wathe the mode and cost
of eaproprintions and system of assess-
ment., The
assesed vatne of a pr perty vuglt tobe a

Thesge are closely associnted.

gord Lasis fur fising the cost of expropriat-
fug i, [t an assessment should be the
matket value of the property assessed,
with a moderate alfownnee for the less
and inconvenience arising from  being
dispossessed.

Expropriations made to fadilitate the
trallic of the ity are fairly chiargeable to

the caty, those made solely for local pure
pouses, niade to boom some section or aid
sume private nterests, to umprove and
open up sume properties that have falien
beneath the needs of the day, should be
made nminly at the cost of those who
own stich properties or immediately ad-
jueent ones that will be enhanced in value
by the improvementis proposed.

What is meant by clanse 6, which reads;
“I'o amend the Ilaw concerning the ex-
propiiation and wideming of St, Lawrence
street,” i3 not revealed. St. Lawrence
needs widening north ot Sherbrooke. if,
however, it ig intended to sccure powers to

{buy up a tot of propertics Lotween St,

James street and the nver, t.ae citizens at

fic,” that the bneis* Lampered by an ox-
cessive stall”? that “the depmtments are
uneflectually contralled,” or “ the traflic is
honeycombed with favoritism.”

ments of its service. But, probably the,large need to look out leg: they be made
,i\'ery fact of such rivalry is unknown to ils, purchasers of what they do not require,
"English critice, This is a taic inference but whose munoy the owners scem bent
ifrom their entirely ignoring =0 serious a;on getting. No. 5 reads: * To imposo

We like the latter phrase much, it is so fnctor in their criticisms.  As to the line

delightfully new 28 to bo refreshing annd . being “hampered by an expensive Stﬂﬂ‘."g

so much staleness.  But what it means we Stch 8 statement svunds absunl to those
do nut presume 1o understand. W have, Whv are in daily coutact with the Grand
had much to do with traflic of all kinds; Trunk. The oflicials are notoriously over
have scen all varieties of it, but * traflic”, worked, from the General Manager down-
that is ** honeycombed ” we have not met Wards. There isa strain imposed by their
with, nor can we conceive by what process, routine daties which demonstrates the
traflic can be “ honeycombed.” But it vtter falsity of there b'emg un “ excessive
sounds well as a bit of rhetoric, and the st As to “favoriti=m,” it wounld be
absence of sense is, of course, the only:}\'cll to spccil:y cases, we know —cvery well
drawback—the phrase is indeed ** ho“cy.'mformcd.bufmm mnnm(‘lnnnd:} knows—
combed ”” with nonsense. It is all very that service in the Grand Trunk is nv* soft
fine for a writer sitting in a London cditor- snap”; it means hard woik, very long
inl office to say that there are “ too many , bours, and very maoderate, often indeed,
trains” on a Canndinn milway, Bat, we Wost madequate pay.

venture to say that he knows mnothing' We favor the Grand Truak line being
about what number of trains are being run oro directly controlled by a Canadian
on tho Grand I'runk, nor has he the ghost | Bourd, but, cnder such conditions as have
of anidea as to the requirements of the . prevailed for u length of time past in the
Canndian peoplo in respect to travelling; States, where a Jarge amount of traflic is

further taxes upon certam brauches of
trade and industry, places and objects of
amusement. ' * Irade and wdustry ”” are
alrcady overweighted with taxation,

YAs to places and oljects of amusge-
ment,” they are fuirly taxable as luxuries,
though without such attractions a city
must suffer far more than the amoua® of
income from them  derived from taxes, as
they attract visiturs, and none will remain
in a place where they are not provided,
‘The expenditure of vistorsto a city whero
first-class entertainments are found is very
large.  In some citics the main support. of
theaties and concert r mng comes from
oubsiders, o that those arnaisements are o
source of wealth to the citizens. German
and otbher foreien municipalities that
subsidize the loeal epera houses, under-
stand thig, and their policy paya. A City
Council made up of levelheaded men,



