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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S, Lesson.

Lxsson IV,—Tiux Proveans or SorouoN,—~Qcr, 25,
(Prev. i, 1 10.)
UoroeN TxxT.~—** My son, if siuners entice theo, consent thou
not."~—Mrov. i. 10
Tine AND Pracg.—About B.O,, 1000. Jerusalont,
ANALYNIS —

ho acaroh for wisdom (v. 1.0).
he beginning of wisdom (v. 7.9).
bo enticaments of sin (v. 10.18),

ConxEcTION.—In our last losson our attention wos directed to.

the fact that Solomon was not only a wize and prosperous king, but
that ho was a lenrned man, and that he was tho author of nany
preverbs and songs, somo of which have been preserved to us and
aro found in the Old Testament Scriptures, Tho Book of Proverts
contaics, za tadiatinctly stated, somo proverbsothor than Solomon's,
but thero can bo littlo gzestion that the larger portion of them was
written by him, Qar present lesson is taken from tho first chapter
of the book, and the first verso should bo regarded simply as tho
title of tho wholo book, Tho five verscathat follow may be regarded
as a preface, sotting forth tho chief purpose or scopo of tho book,
viz., o convoy to tho young and immature, and to tho wiso also,
tho instruotion of wisdom, justice and equity,

Vensk ny Vense.—V. 1. ¢ Provorba.”---A proverb is a short,
pithy statement of some important practical truth. Of Solomon.—
Not all tho proverbs wems written by him, butsonesrly allthat the
book bears his namo.

V. 2. ** To know."—Tho purpose of the book is to enablo such
a3 aro sgnorant to gain the wisdom spoken of. Wisdom.- -Piety,
srhich is the truest wisdom. IXnstruction.—-Or chastisoment.

V. 3. **To recaive. *—lato the miand and heart. Justice.—In
this place moans right conduot inrelation to God. Eqaity.—That
whioh s right and just toward mau.

V. 4. % Subtility,”—Shrewdness and kecanezs of intellect. The
simple.—~Tho opon-hcarted and unsuspecting, .

V. 5 ' Will hear.”--Ho who is wise will give attention to theso
thiogs, and so increavo in wisdom,

V. 7. ¢ Tho fear of tho Lora.”—A rovercatial fear is moant.
The beginning.—The foundation. Foole.—The opposito of the
wiso. Thoy who despise wisdom and instruction are foole.

V. 8. * Hoar tho instruction of thy father,”—This stands next
in tho way of wisdom to the fear of tho Lord.

V. . *“ Ao ornament of grace.”—Liko jowels upon the person.
<halos about thy neck.—Like the golden necklace, worn ns an
ornament.

V. 1¢. “ Eatico thee.”—Porsuads to sin.
D)o not consent to any form of sin.

V. Il **lay wait.”—The proposal of o band of highway rob-
bers. '

V. 13. * Find all procious substance.”—Asthorosult of a course
of robbery and murder.

V. 15, “Walk not thouin the way with them.”—Not only do
not consent to thcir enticements, but do not remain in their com-
pany. Keopaway {rom them.

V. 17. **In vain the net, ote.”—Dirds tos tho anare and fly
away. Men often are blinder,

V. I8 **For their own blood, . . for their own lives."—
Tho wicked injurc themselves in the end moro than they injure
others.

V. 10 **Greedy of gain."—This desiro of wealth {a tho motive
that prompts to ctimes of robbery and violence.

The design of the Book of Proverbs isto inspirea deep reverence
for God, fear of His judgments, and an ardent lovo for wisdom and
vivtue. It is pro-eminently an educational book. The author
assumea the character of a preceptor. o is a professor of mora!
and religions philosopby. 1n reading the last Paalma of David,
ono might be ready to conclude that religion s all raptere, and
consists iz nothing but the ecstasios avd transports of dovotion;
bat Solomon brings us to remember that wo bave a lifo to Iive in
tho flesh, muat have a convereation in the world, and would there-
fore teach us to carry our religion, which is our guide for our con-
duot i life, into every detall of oxperience. Religion tends a»
much to make us discreot as devout; to mako the face abine beforo
men in & prudent, honeat, usefal conversation, rato mako the heart,
butn toward Uod in holy and pious affections. Darvid, whoso life
was full of troubles, wrote a book of devotion. Bolomon, the
peaceable, who lived «juletly, wroto n book of inatruction. Ho had
boao blesse  zith & good edveaticw, and many & prayer, which
sppeared fo s wisdom and usoalness. This he gemeronsly used
% bless the world,

Consgent thou not.—

The Presbyterlan Review. |

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

Wonwp's 0. E. Praxen Craiy, S.xyecr ror Ooroner:—For
Our Missionaries, Pcay ospsoially for thoso missionarics laboring
in hard, discouraging, aod porilona flolds. Pray for the
‘*voluntoors," who aro making ready to go to tho front., .

DAILY RELDINGS,
My Favorite Proverb.

First Day—A wiso sca, Prov. x. 1.

Becond Day—A falso balance. Prov. xi. 1.

Third Day—A soft answor, Prov. xv. 1.

Fourth Day—A good name. Prov. xxii, 1.

Fifth Day—A sonceited man, Prov. xxvi. 12,

Sizth Day—A prudent man, Prov. xxvil. 12.

Praysr Meeting Tor1o,—WHAT 13 YOUR PAVORITE BIBLE PRO.

VERD, AND waov?! Prov. fi. 1.9, (A
: memory meoting suggosted.).

A proverb Is crystallized truth oxpressed in a form that is

pigrammatia. Ag such it appeals to tho soul, and finds ready
lodgment in the mind. It is tho common possession of man, and
is of univeraal application, Povorty atricken, indecd, is tho nation
whosovooabulary is not enriched with provervs, and whoso national
lifo is not fructified sufiiciently to give to the world thess maxims
of its experience and varied wisdom. There arc fow more intercat.
ingaubjeots of study than the adages of differont natjons; for in
them we find the racial pecularities of the people, and the scintil-
Iations cf their kosn-wittedness. Thoy bristle with brightness,
aud are suggeative of the practical bent of the human mind in
embodying uacful truths for the guidance of succcoding generations.

1 this is true of the secular sayings of oven the most unclvilizcd
peoples, what ough? to bo said of that peerless collection of pro.
verbs, ascribed to Solomon, in Holy Writ? Hore wo £nd a atore
house thut is practically limitless, whenco we may draw fitting
phrases to i pply to almost any subjeot that comes up for discus-
sion. And 3ible proverbs are not confined to thebook of Solomon.
Wo find throughout the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
u vast supply of the same wisdom, couched in matchless pbrase-
ology.

To seloct one favorite from so many is rather diflicult, and we
aro 50 situated that eoveral are equally favored, as we look from
differtnt standpoints. Experiencea vary, and so our peculisr
circumstances forced upon us cortain truths, Bat for a general
proverb, what is more inspiring than: *‘A good name is rather to
be obosen than riches, and loving favor rather than silver .and
gold?” To the tomperance worker there is nothing more of a
favorito than: ¢ Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging; and
whosoover is deceived thereby is not wise.” A gloomy man should
ponder ovor this: ** A merry hoart doeth good like a medicino;
but a broken spirit drieth the bones.” A garrnlous man should
remember this proverb: ¢¢ Even a fool when he holdeth hiapeace,
is countod wisc; and he that shuttcth his lips is esteomed a man of
understanding.” The contentious person should have for a favorite:
“Bettor is o dry morsel and quictness therowith, thanan house ful
of sacrifices with strife.” Or tho following: *‘ He that is slow to
anger is botter than tho mighty; and ho that ruleth his spirit than
e that taketh a city.”

The politiclan should lcarn this: < Rightcousness exaltsth a
nstion; but sin is a roproach to aoy peoplé." The miser should
remember: *“Tho liberal soul shall bo made fat; and he tha*
watoreth shall be watered also himselt.” Tho one who disbelieves
in missions and outsidebenovolences woulddo well to consider that:
*‘ Therois that scattereth, and yet increasoth ; and therois that
withholdeth moro than is to meot, but it tendeth to poverty.” All
should bear in wmind that, ** A good man obtaineth favor of the
Lord; but a man of wicked devices will be forsaken,”

Thore is no dearth of favorite proverbs, and there is no end to

he variety. Each one must givo his own reason why he thinks
more of one than another.

- Prov. 4:7, 23 27 6:6; S:15; 10:1; 11:1, 2, 4, 24, 25; 12:2, 24;
13:12; 14:29, 34; 15:10, 17,33; 16:18, 32; 17:1, 29, 28; 18:21;
20:1, 11, 18, 14; 21:9, 23; 221, 6, 29; 25:21, 22, 25, 28; 27:1,2, 5,
6, 20, 31; 28:1; 30:5, 8.

Many of us have to lament, not so much a want of opportunities
in lifo, a3 our unrcadiness for them when they come. *¢It might
bavo been” is the language of our Learts, oftener than words of

amplaint and marmuring. God sends us flax, but our spindleand
distafT are ou of repair or miclaid, so that wo are not ready to ure
them.

Aholy life i the very gate of Lesven. But lot us always re.
mombst that holinoss does not consist In doing ancommdn things,
bat in doing everything with purity of heart,




