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Symposium.
The Ohurch and the Young.

DYv laV. ALREiD GAwaiB.D., IIALirAX, N.S.
Titounii aIl ministers have nlot the smrn fao "ity for

gatiaenring the yng about thoin and ilispiring thoni with a
love ai Christian service, thora are very iow who are net
thoughtfuily anxious to do wliat in thera lies ta attract,
hield and edify the young-ta, prepare thom te bern the
itoot and burdea af the day when the aider membors af the
Ohurcl drap eut.

Likewise, theo are foir congregatient who do not
recognize the importance of awakeni 6g at retaining tha
intereat of the young in the work ai tAie Churoh. 1 havo
rapeatedly hoard oiderly Chunch mombors mn' Il Wo older
people are likoly ta romain connected with the Church ail
car livea anywray, but in a icwr yoars we pus eut and the
young people af to.day ment tako aur placois. The wholo
f utu reofa te cc'ngregation depends upon us keepîng hold ai
thaîn. It in ta ho doubted whether thora aver was a vacant
conscrogation looking for a pa3ter titat did net say plainIy,
IIWe went nmre one wlhe wili attroot the young." lu foot
se great is the dosire te retain the yaung, that it sometimes
buccales a source af waaknosa te the congragation -
ceacemned.

As nmre parents think te enly ivay te r," sin the> affec-
tiens af their oblidren is te lot thorn have ail thini oNvn way,
se thore are cangregatians who seein te think that the
young people Enm ut, unsuited, and ploasmed in. oerythixg
if they are ta romain attachcd te the Churoh. le it the
choice of the pastori Thon must the cal( b.e given te ane
who will plusse the Young people 1 la it the introducing
of an organ or oi paid singera iato thex chair? Thon,
although many ai the oidest and most respeoted mouilera
may objeat, the convincing argument in (orthcoming: Ilthxe
othèmr churches have 'hemn, and if wo den't aur Young poepie
wili toave us." la it pr.ýpcsed tu have a cerles ai popular
entertainments 1 Thon though smre think it outaido the
Church's province ta previde amusement bar the> peuple
the magie word is uttered, " but tise Young people," and
the questien is b.ottied.

Nuoana wîi l aim Chat these, ting8, and othors whioh
nîlght be mrntioned, are necoaaaiiy wroag or aven unwvise,
but tho point is that congregatiens bava n ight te inake
innovations and adopt methods that do not commend
thernualves an their own monits, simply bucause they il
attract the ycur'g.

Rigbt..thinking people mnt always appose the effort te
hoid young peoplo by constant appeals ta their seitimhinoss
.and love ai pleasure, or aven, ta their esthotio natures.
The (Ihurchi need nover hope te compote with the wonld on.
it4 ewn terras. The wanld cia mako appeals te the plemure-
Ioving, caui proeat fascinations and visions ai delightfal
indulg~ence to the natural mind that the Clauruh iecd nevur
«tope wo equai. But even cauid we muccoed in Looping the
yaung in aur cherches by moane sucli as tose, we wouid
do them hanni iamtend of good. If w'- cax iîoid them aaiy
by £Ippoaiaa te that la theul whioh lane ual o tho Father
but ai t'ha world-the lust ai the flesh, thxe lust ai the
oe and the pride ai life-better lot thera go. Botter hava
tarn consocrated yom.ng men in a church wbe are there
because they love Christsa puple and Chiris4t'son iere, thau
oe hundred who are thora simply because the ciaurch ta
more fahionable and theo rgan more costly and thosinging
miore artistio, and te crowd groator titan tire church
around the corner. iTeo young people wiAo ocuupy a
position ai importance itf rie'hureli, and upon whoin tAxe
future siccea i ofthea Clîureh depends are net those who
are kopt býy iowering the spiriLua. Lenu and standard, but
thoso who havo a pergonai aua.hSon. tu thxe Lard Jebs
aind wlie ara drawn together by a. bond ai Christiatn love
and sympathy.

Tite only thing that wiil attnact pnrmnentl%,, and that
wiii bleuan ud elovate &s iL attracttS, je a %worm Chnint-liko
spirit ot lovintr sympatfly and uiist-tcit ctlurL for titu good
af aos. '£he great question .o bu answored la - Loo aur
chîtrehles attraL-t aIl thosa yaung people whom Christt wouid

atrct-er Ho hea i-' perFue&? If so, wuo ma rejoict
that aur Citureh ii fuliling ita axisaicna nrong the yeung,

oiv*en thougb nmre wandor off and prove that tho carnai
m-4d is stili enmity against Gad.

Tt in right and ncaaary te-ucek out and adopt wisest;
mathode of intoresting anid ocoupying the young 'ivi the
services and work of the Churcb, and doubtloss tome in the.
course of this Symposium will mako practicat suggestions
in this line. But ail rnethods and efforts will aooornplish
littie apart from Rloly Mhont power, and a freer, happior
spirit of Christian love within. the Church lite. The Chris-
tian Encleavor Sorietios have tuaght us once for ail, that
distinotlivo7 rigious meetings, distlftatiy Christian fellow-
ship'and dixtinctively Christ-lika work are more orman.
ently attractive to our seriaus.minded,wholo-hort young
people than auglit el-".

Cons, the Spirit af Qod bas se wrought in the hoets
of Young people thut beferc, tho.v rach the lige, of olghwen
er twonty they have a personal intereat in Chr,.ît--and
therefore an interest in Ris Word and an attachaient te
Ris Church, for their ewn cake -t in littie -se' trying ta
retain thom in tht, autivo religious life of the tongrogatien.
Thty wiil go where the inclination is strongeat.

The only mure way to retain the yonng people in thre
Maf and actiiities of the Church às te win thora te a
personal intorcat in Cliet while they are children, and
thon as thoy graw eider tboy wili eleat ta stay af their own
accord.

One reason why no many of aur Young people bave
drifted away, is that we ha;eo expooted tbom te drift away
ani thon ha brouglit baaL. at a later stage,-we have prao-
tlcally denied -Our doctrine ai infant baptisai. In
many eases young people bora ia Christian farniliea, dedi-
cated ta Goci and recognized by the Church ini baptiara,
lrve been allowed te grow up wvfti thre ider that tamoy were
net monibers cl thre Ohurch until they hecame coarnni-
cants. Conmidering thomselves outsideof the Church thoy
have bilt a certain freedom te ýive for the world, te go off
ia min. l.believe the phrase "jloiaing the ChurGh," and
the whele train ai though t it implies, in te ne arnali extent

eaozible for the frequaacy with which young people in
Chr;stiaui huas aay ta themselves, "lThe time han net coern
for me te be coanected with the Ohurcb and persenally
interested in religion. I can go off and enjoy myseif ia
the world fer a time, and thcn by and by when I ara
converted,il join the Church and take ray mitare in Church
work.' But asa, too often that time noyer cmnes. The
Young porson once divarced frora the Church, neyer
returne.

Should wo not a" a Church bo more definite in teaching
aur children that tbey are already members ai the Church
by baptism, and are expected te ilve 'for Qed and have a
place and work in the Ohurch frein the firet.

WMon Christian parents pr8ant their childreri for
baptiem, they aay in efl'eot: « We accept Jeaus Christ as
our Saviaur ana the Saviaur ai our children. We preant
aur ehuldren that they may bo baptized unto Jésus Christ,
that with Ilir they raay die ta sin, and with Him be quick-
oued loto n3wnlesso ai 1e. We de.sire cur young people te
grow up i» Christ .Tesus, in his Church. This expreased
desiro and claire ai the parents' faith ln; regi.stered and
sealed by tIl' Church thraugh lier ordained ministers in the
ot af baptiera.

This baing me, the Young peopleof aur Preabyterian
congregatione bave grown up ia the Church and preaura.
ably lai Christ, and mhould bo eicpocted just as saon as thoy
came a ycara ai full respansibility to confirai the member-
8hi> which they have in baptiam by publicly oon fesaag
CanriL an thoir porsonal Saviaur and entering into full
communion with the Chnreh. 'W.muet teach the children
that they are thxe Lord's now, tiret for them ta wandor
away il; ta give thie lie te the baptismal vaws taken 1by
their parents, that for them nat te freoly a-ad openly idon-
tify themselves with Christ and Ris Church i.s in a special
soetue La trample utidt.7 taut the blood ai Christ and do)
despito unte the spirit of grace.

If wu ara te hold the youag people we must begin, with
the children. 'What wo need mnot ia faith to, elaini eacli
bapti.oa chiia fat Christ and tAxa Churôh, right instruction
of tho chîldren as, ta their Chu rab relation and re«ponsibit-
ity, and se mueh ai Ohristm Spirit in the cangregational
111e and work tiret ail yo-ing people iniv honi that sanie
spirit in awnlcening, wlil bu attracted.


