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TRENT VALLEY CANAL.
BY JOHN ALEXANDER CULVERWELL,

'Mc,,,cr Eigl,îcer,' Club of Toronto.

The great question boforo the country bu muru forcible when Mr. John Bertrai, the Trent Valley barges, which, pass-
to-day is how shall our naturaîl products1 cliairanan of the Canadian Royal commis- ing thrcugh this series of connecting
be most clicaply delivered to the seauuard ,ioii on Traimportatioiî, ±tates that 1 wvhiIe short canais, lakes and rivera, passing cin
for the mnarkets of the world. Sir Thomas the last century wvas tIra century of the route Orillia, Barrie, Lindsay and Peter-
Slaaughunessey, -of the Canadian P'acifie Unuited States, this century would bu the borough, will enter Lake Ontario eithcr
Railwvay, stated tic other day that 11the one for Canada and that it bebooved the at Port Hope or Trenton and theuce via
question of' transportation cast of Fort young mon of tlîis country to beoup aud do- Ithe St. Lawvrence river and canais, te
William cannot be discusseid witlîout tak- fig." As or'e of tho.qe young mon I have Montreal whore thoy will discharge into
ing into consideration ourCanadiau waters., anîd shall do nîy utmostb, hoth on platforma greut occan carriers for Europe.
Slow and cunibersome as it is, yet it is the and in the press, to enligbten Uic couîîtry Tho Trent Valley system, has bad a
chîenpes9t." as tu the utility and necessity of the com- chcckered carcer, aud bas carned the

IlThe grain hopper is full but the spout1 piction of flic Trent Valley Canal, and naine probably more than any other pub.
is sinall,11 are words terse and truc- also to euuist the sympathy and help of li undertaking in Canada, of being a.
spoken by a great Canadian railroad thei public gcnerally iii attaining this en.)d, political plaything; but thanks te the
builder, Sir William Van Horne. The and tîmus forai, by this almost natural jgreat wvork of education donc during the
woîîderfulgrowth ofour 'Nortli-West wvhcat wvatern ay, another national higliway for past ycar, the Canadian public now realize
laids bas far exceeded the expectation of~ Canada's products. that the work is a nieritorious one. li
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even the greatest optimist. It is not xnany Surely our country will not continue te
ycars ago, that the country that is now niegleet the opportunities with wliich
pouring ont grain for tie support of Eur- nature bas cndowcd lier, at lest ini the
ope, wvas a barren waste knuown as "1The Trent Valley Canal, and allow the neigb-
Great Loue Laid,"1 but whieh to-day boring couîîtry te transport te a great
is wvell-named "The Granary of the extent ber products te tbe seaboard.
Empire" The Trent Valley Canals are a series of

JamesJ. Hill, of St. Paul, Min., presi- short canais coîînecting the lakes and
dent of oite of the greatcst systeins of! rivera between Georgian Blay and Lake
railroads in the world, reccntly stated at Ontario, and wviIl be a link in what la
Minneapolistbat "lCanadapossesses thrce destined te, bo tbu cbicf grain route
turnes as much arable land as the Unîited betwcen "lBritain's Granary"l and
States; that iii ten years tire Doinion Europe. To bu more explicit. it wil
would maise enough grain te, supply the conuîcct Gcorgian Bay at Midlnud,
British market, and tbathcnceeforth Unitcd Ont.., wvbere, the grcat lake carriers
States farta products inust seek new mar- will clischnrgo thc grain from the North-
kets la the Orient." These wordsseem te West or thc Lake Superior ores inte

fact American experts now admit that the
ouly wheat-earrying water route tbey
feared la the barge route through tbe
Trent Valley.

The work of the Trent Valley Canal
was originally attempted by the Imperial
Govern ment in 1825, but tbe money voted
wvas divertedl te, queli the Mackenzie Bc-
beihion. Construction was again started
ina 1880 by the Dominion Governinent,
and bas been dragging alonig until the
'present time.

About $4,000,000 bas been expended,
and next scason construction will bave
been completed betweea Lakeo Coucbi-
cbing, an arm of Lake Simcoe, on the
north, and ice Lake on tbe soutb. It
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