38

THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

hecomo established) in their sacred books or religinus systems,
Soon thoy claim theso religions are entitled to oxclusive credit of
having produced tle beneficont changes which they have been
parverless to provent. Thus, while the Bible teaches the sebor-
dination of womau ip plain and unequivoesl language, sanctions
and autborizes human slavery, and consigns to unresisting sub-
mission to their condition the subjects of oppressive governments,
to-day the orthodox belicvers deny the plain signification of the
Biblo on theso points, and claim that it has been effectivo in the
destruction of all kinds of political und svcinl bondage ; this, too,
inspite of tho fact that its most zealous advacates, within the
memory of wen who are yet young, were quoting it texts to show
tho wickedness of the reforms which they now have the hardihood
to claim as the outgrowth of that book ! ‘Thoso portions of a re-
ligious system or book révelation which are shown to be false, or
which come to be repudiated hy the enlightened moral sense of
tho ago, are absolutely ignored, or twisted out of their obvious
and natural meaning. By koeping in the background the teach-
ings of tho Bible which have been outgrown, by giving prominence
{0 the precepts of morality which are attached to all systems of
religion, by stamping them all as Christian, although they were
known and practiced beforo Cbristianity was uver beard of, theo-
logiana impress the masses with the conviction that the Bible and
tho Christian religion are the foundation of all virtue, and the only
hopo of the world. It then presents the theological dogmas—
which bave nothing whatever in common with morality, which,
indeed, havo been the faith, tho sincere, unquestioning faith of
multitudes of the most cruel and vicious men of all ages since they
have been taught, and demand theiracceptance from purely moral
considerations

Making all allowance for the fact that {ransitional periods, such
as tho present, are always cbamcterized by grave inconzistencies
which imply no dishonesty, it is difficult to believe that in these
common representations regarding Christianity and morality there
is not a good dea! of disingenuonsness and selfish disregard of tho
rights of thoso who will not sustain the theologians in the religions
doctrines they advocate, and the advocacy of which with them is a
business, a profession by which they sustain themselves and bave
consideration among men.

The following, from the pen of ourold friend Phillips Thopmson
(* Jimuel Briggs,”) appeared in the Boston Traveller :—

Epitor ofF THE TrAVELLER~-The Rev. Joseph Cook, in the
preinde to his lecture of last Monday, exulted over the sale of the
Paino Memorial Hall by the mortagee, in consequence of the ac-
cumulation of demands which the receipts were insufficient to sat-
isfy. This is fair enough from the Orthodox stand-peint, and I
supposo the Infidel sentiment of the cornmunity would regard the
salo of o church under similar circumstances with feelings not
unmixed with complacency. But there is one which will strike
the impartial obeorver as hardly in accordanco with good taste,
and certeinly in striking contrast with the spirit of carly Chris-
tianity—the referenco to the comparatlvo poverty of Infidelsin a
sneating fashion, as though it wero a disgrace to them! Infidels
are poor as s rule—and their Infidelity is largely the cause of it—
becanso even in this age of free opinion, the expression of Infidel
sontiments in many places means social and busincss ostracism,
and closces tho door at once w many avenues of wealth. That it
does so is a guarantee of the conscientiousness of men who aro
willing to mako thesacrifice, and it ill becomes ono who makes
such high sounding professions of sincerity and earnest conviction
to sneer at thoso whose acoeptanco of the unpopular side proves
their honesty of purpose. There was another utterance which
camo with & very i1l graco from a member of a class who ars by
law the favored pensioners on tho carnings of their fellow citizens.
When AMr. Cook ridicules the ides of the infidels of Boston being
unable to keep Paine Hell, ho should romember that among the
itcus of constant expense, us quoted by himself, is §1,000 for
taxcs, By an unjust legal discrimination the churches aro exempt
from taxation. A yearly tax of $1,000 would bankrupt half the
churches in Massachusetts, as Mr. Cook vory well knows, When
tho parsons and the churckes havo tho common honesty to pay for

tho priviloges they enjoy at the hands of the State and municipal
governments, it will bo time for thom to ridicule tho failure of
Infidels to support their organizations. Mr. Cook frequently dis-
avows the titlo of “ Rev,” Ho probably is not so cager to decline
the exomption privileges attaching to the ministerial status. Did
ho pay taxes while in pastoral charge at Lynn? aud does he pay
them now on tho recoipts frem bis loctureship? With regard to
his slandor on the dead I say nothing. 'When ho has the courago
to venture out of his “ coward’s castle " in Tremont Temple and
meet in faiv dobate Ingorsoll, Underwood, or somo othor Infidel
chumpion, his robnsh of the lies s thousand times refuted may be
worth somo consideration. But ho dare not do it for the life of him.

Bosroy, Nov. 8, 1877, P T

OANADIAN PREETHOUGHT CONVENTION.

A mnss Convention of the Freothinkora of Canada will be held in
Albert Hall, on Tuesday and Wednesday, Jan, 22nd and 23rd, 1878,
when it is hoped a very large number of the Freethinkers of Canada
will be present for the following rvasons :—

1st, Honest Freethinkers are now dcbarred from secking their
just rights in any Canadian Court of Law, or from any place of honor
or omolument requiring the taking of the Christian oath, whilst the
dishonest hypocrite by taking the oath prescribed by law may cheat
or despoil the Freethinker, whoso very honesty has been a bar to
success.

2nd. The immonse amount of Church property exempt from taxa-
tion in Canada, and consequently receiving to that extent aid and
support from tho State, makes it incumbent upan Freethinkers to take
measures for the cntire separation of Church and State. At present
thia is only co in theory, for the simple fact that m*"‘ions of dollars of
extra taxation are paid by the peoplo that s .id be paid by the
Church, conclusively shows that nractically thero is now in Canada the
closest union between Church and State.

Srd. Tho exclusion from our public schools of every shado of
Theology that tho children of all may receive the best pratical and
secular education, without the introduction of tho Bible or other
sectarian books. In o community of imixed religious heliefs every
good citizen should bestir himself to obtain this end.

4th. For the more thorough organization of the Freethought ele.
ment of Canada, whereby the Frecthinkers 6f the Dominion mcy
become united and known to cach other. TheFreethinkers of Canada
are sufficiently numerous to make their wishes respected in the coun-
cils of tho country, and thercfore tho fault is theirs if they do not
procure the remedies for their legel, secial and other disabilities their
position, numbers and influential character at once demands. In
union there is strength,

In making tho abovo call for tho sccond convention of the Free-
thinkers of Canada, tho officers of tho Canadian Frecthought Socicty
are not unmindful f the fact of the thoroughly independent character
of Frecthinkers generally. Unlike tho members of religious bodies
they do not give play to the mere emotional part of their humanity,
and consequently thero is always absent from their proceed ng every
clement of blind enthusiasm. But in asking for thorough union of
Frecthought its promoters are only asking for the propagation and
continuance of that which has only just sprang into life from the
smouldering ashes of former persccutions. Let tho Frecthinkers of
tae Dominion testify by their next convention that Frecthought in
Canada is a living cntity, worthy of tho respect of its numerous
enemics, and prepaced to claim for over tho csteem and gratitudo of
its many friends.

J. Ick Evaxs, Pres. C. F. S,
W. J. R. Haroravg, Cor. Scc.

Wo may search in vain the Roman history beforo Constantino
ora singlo lino ngaiust froedom of thought, and tho Tmperial
Goveenment furnishes no instanco of a prosecution for entertaining
an sbstract doctrino.—Nleaan.



